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EoRCRk, be of Wales ! Great Britain's aa hope, 


Round whom the winged ſanctities of Heaven, 
Ere wakes the Bridegroom Sun, to when aſlope 
Ille beams his weſtern glory; night and even, 
Spread their ſure panoply What ſhall a Bard 
Of earth preſent, worthy that minds regard 
A CuakLOoTTE's Pupil, and an Angel's Ward ? 


Line 3. Bridegroom Sun, alluding to Pſalm xix. 5. 


—— 7. Angels Ward, alluding to St. Matthew xviii. 10. 
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ME LE SICHT ON. 


Say, Nxp! what greater bliſs can be, 


Than after much anxiety, 
Buſineſs, — the load of life, — laid down, 
Retiring to ſome diſtant town, 


To all, — 


but a few friends, unknown, 


A quiet leiſure to poſſeſs; 
That long, long-wiſh'd-for Happinels ! 


CatuUuLLUs 


. 
= — 
AE „ 


** 


een 


e — OT OT Ln, Doe 


% 


r 
nr 


— — 


eee 5 g 3 
P a . I oe wy 


1 ä — —7çꝙ—＋.ł (yo . Ani ts A ee eee 


= 


rr 


2 — nt rr 
a 8 Nee 3 „ be 
.. ˙ 8 7˖˙— SG 


n 


PPP 


r 


"6 * - 


—— "=> 


* 


— — 


El 


8 


A 


Nel 


and FABLES. 


i „ 


SED == 


SK GNP i 
8 _ vo, I aRq):)7( 
Ra DD 
8 N ot 0 KR & * 
8 9 11 0 hv 
Pa of * . 
** 1 


2 75 


A 


* 
7 


_— 


T_T, 


2 


2 


os 


ANT 


— 
0 


Ill 


— 


ieh uh 
1 5 1 


1 
; 755 


N 


n.. 


IS Ld 


——— — — 


MOTEL ee en 


1 


1 
E T HIC 


2 


R 
., WY] _— 
Wd —_ ee, : 
4 


- 


TALES 


SI \ 


COVER 


N K 


I a, 2. 


0 1h 


\% 


— 


Y 1 


nv1ous eyes, 


ith e 


We all behold w 


* 


Our equal rais d above our ſize 
What Poet would not grieve to lee, 


well as he ? 


His brother write as 


7 


SWIFT. 


Tub. 3. 


ie? WO — ee 


= — — —— — —Uñ 
— A 2 — 


— — — — 


——— —— — — — — 
— —— ͤ —ͤ—e— — 


NT ptr 


FRI IRE 


* 


— — Pre ers 


a 


— nr 


Fab. 4. 


„„ 
TALES AND FABLES. 


s 


= =p mmm 


IL 
N = = 
WY 2 — == — 
2 = —_— 


> 5 : - | 
t = * * W 
n = 
* * ” . | = } f N 3 J = | 
) N / = 0; . , ” = 
41 / AKN A 
8 * * e 
= 
N 22 it — 
7 | L 2 = 
7 | — _ 
9) | ; 7 | — 
— 4 Y —_— = 
1 | l — 


m— * » 
one 


. 


ILL HHS 


oh wp | "1 ; = 
Si | 

. IN 
= Il 7 | 
ES, 


AL FB ES; 


Ah happy rills, ah pleaſing ſhade, 
Ah fields belov'd in vain, 


Where once my careleſs childhood . d, 


A ſtranger yet to pain! 

1 feel the gales, that from ye blow, 
A momentary bliſs beſtow, 

As waving freſh their gladſome wing, 
My weary foul they ſeem to ſooth, 


And, redolent of Joy and youth, 


To breathe a ſecond ſpring. 
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ROSIM ON D. 


Power is the beſt prerogative of Heaven, 

But ſuits the Good alone. Who truſts the word 
To Cruelty and Vice, may bleed himſelf. 

Nature aſſign'd remorſeleſs beaſts of prey 

A ſolitary ſtate, — but gave the Lamb 

To herd in flocks, and taſte ſociety. 
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| What happineſs the rural Maid attends, 
In chearful labor while each day ſhe ſpends 
She gratefully receives what Heav'n has ſent, 
| And Rh, in Poverty, — enjoys CovTENT. 
. Gay, 


"ot 


uz 


— — ret one 
—— — — —— . — — —— 
* * 
I rr px 
. FE $77 


2 — 


— 


1 


> ae — 


IE 


— 


PAS * 4 8 * 
. CET 


n 


— 


/ 


KT Ht ee 


f 


TALES any FABLES, 


Fab. 7. 


== | — — h 
J ——————— . ö 
— — 
— — — — — * 
P — 
— ee — 
T } 
6 x — . 
——ů = 
7 —ͤͤß———— — 
— —— — ad —— 
; . ͤ —— — 
— F — . 
| Lad — . +. — 
— — T — — — 
1— — — n en — — — — 
— rr —— 
— — — — — — 
— — era — — — Aen. 
* — > AHSOr ts — 
= —— — —— 3 
— = — 
— cat ms ed 
— — 
Ne TIN 
de I I II — 
— _- 
U 
— — 
—ͤ— X — — — —— — — 
= . po — — — * — — 4 
: — — — — = — — 
— — 1 — — — —— yy 
1 — — — * = — 
Las — . WA —̃ů— —— — 
rod. WD —— 
8 5 * jþ — — —_—_— mer 
— N © = ————==znq—- 
— 0 iti B — — 7 
— is Z a . — — 4 — 
— — 4 9 — — — — _ 1 
-- — 1 
= 7 | | == = = 
— 0 4 I | — Þ —— e , 
_ 0 f N 4 y 1 — — —— = — — — 
1 1. — 
- 1 1 1 i} bi) it 14 HIP! 1 . 
\ wt! 106 e — 
— . Ml! F 117 li] — 
— wit | | | ang — 
pat — 1 11144 — 


l 


1 


* 
KI. 
i. 11 2 


E 


In trance ecſtatic may thy pangs be drown'd, . 
Bright clouds deſcend ; and Angels watch thee round ; 
From op'ning ſkies may ſtreaming glories ſhine, 

And Saints embrace thee with a Love like mine. 
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As Jove his lower world ſurvey'd, 


Strange murmurs did his ears invade. 
The Fiſhes long'd the plains to graze ; 
The Beaſts to ſkim along the ſeas, — 
- He calls his EAGLE. — Tell thoſe creatures, 
They have free choice to change their natures.” = 
Downward he flies; — proclaims aloud 
His high commiſſion to the crowd. 
They all ſtand mute. —* What!—none conſent ! 
For ſhame — go home, — and live content. 
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Sweet is the breath of Morn, her riſing ſweet, 
With charm of earlieſt birds ; pleaſant the ſun, 
When firſt on this delightful land he ſpreads 
His orient beams, on Herb, Tree, Fruit, and Flower, 
Gliſt ring with dew ; — fragrant the fertile earth, 


After ſoft ſhow'rs, and ſweet the coming on 


Of grateful Evening mild ; then filent Night 


With this her ſolemn bird, and this fair Moon, 


And thefe the gems of Heav'n, her ſtarry train : 


But neither breath of Morn, when ſhe aſcends 


With charm of earlieſt birds; nor riſing Sun 
On this delightful land ; nor Herb, Fruit, Flower, 


Gliſt'ring with dew ; nor Fragrance after ſhow'rs ; 


Fab. g. 


Nor grateful Evening mild; nor ſilent Night 
With this her ſolemn bird; nor walk by moon, 
Or glittering Star-light without Thee is ſweet. 
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S1. tgp that knits up the ravell'd ſleeve of Care; 

The birth of each day's Life, fore labor's Bath, — 

Balm of hurt Minds, — great N ature” s ſecond courſe, , 
Chief nouriſher in Life's feaſt. 

Why gentle SLEze, lyſt thou in ſmoaky cribs, 
Upon unealy pallets ſtretching thee, 

And huſht with buzzing Night-flies to thy ſlumber ; 

Then in the perfum'd chambers. of the Great, 

Under the canopies of coſtly ſtate, 

And lull'd with ſounds of ſweeteſt melody? 
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On tie PRINCE'S frft Viſit to his * GR O B. 


The voice of Song is all the art we uſe, 

Heroic thoughts and actions to infuſe ; _ 
Late — very late — when thou the globe ſhalt bear, 
Thy Father's Virtues as his Sceptre's Heir, 

Still the ſame race of Glory may we view, 

And all the Parrior GEORGE revive in You. 
Thus vows for thee the Bard, thou firſt of Men, 
And all the wife and good return Amen. 


* A moſt Celightful Walk near the Houſe of the Prince of Watts at Kiw, In the Yeny 
709, by royal order, a Terrace, and ſeveral commodious Seats were erected in that Grove 
to pleaſure the Public, 
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Tzz DRAGON. 


ROMEO, APOTHECAR Y. 


t 


Rom. —— There is forty ducats : — let me have 
A dram of Poiſon — — | 
Ae. My Poverty, and not my will, conſents. 


| Row. I pay thy Poverty, and not thy will. 
There is thy Gol p; worſe poiſon to Mens ſouls, 


Doing more murders in this loathſome world, 
Than theſe poor compounds, that thou may'it not ſell. 
I {ell thee poiſon, — thou haſt ſold me none. 


. SHAKESPEARE. 
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'Tis yet in vain, I own, to keep a pother 
About one Vick, and fall into the other: 
Between Exceſs and Famine — lies a mean, 
Plain, but not fordid : tho' not ſplendid, clean. 
He knaws to live, who keeps the middle ſtate, 
And neither leans on this fide, nor on that. 
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Truſt not a Man ; we are by nature falſe, 


Diſſembling, ſubtle, cruel and inconſtant : 
When a man talks of Love, with caution truſt him ; 


But if he ſwears, he'll certainly deceive thee, 
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His ample palm ſmote on his hollow Heart, 
Blacker than Erebus — where baſe Deccit, 
And Fraud had fixt their deareſt reſidence, 


And hail'd the well-known Omen. 
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Man know thyſelf ; — the Rule was given, 
If ancient Bards ſay true, from Heaven. 
Conſult thy head and heart, and thence 2 
Learn thine own Rank and Conſequence, 
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—— He was a Man, 

Above Man's height, evn tow'ring to Divinity; 
Brave, pions, gen rous, great, and liberal; 

Juſt as the ſcales of Heav'n that weigh the Seaſons. 
He lov'd his People : — Him they idoliz'd ; 

His Goodneſs was diffus'd to human kind, 
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With the airs. of a. Beau, 
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His Eyes — what Cupids in them lie! 
He wore on his head 
A feather of red — 


The Ny/h of the whole gay Aſſembly. 
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Thy glory Txajan, ſhall forever live: 
Not that thy arms the Tigris mourn'd, oercomgy 
And tributary PAR THIA bow'd to Roms ; 
Not that the CA Irol receiv'd thy train, 
With ſhouts of triumph for the Daci ſlain: 
But for thy mildneſs to thy Country ſhewn; 
Thy real Merit all the world muſt own. 
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Revenge is ſweeter much than Life.” — 'Tis true, 
So the unthinking ſay, and the mad crew 
Of hectoring Blades; who for light cauſe, or none, 
At ev'y turn are into Paſſion blown, — _ 


Much ſatisfaction in Revenge to find, 
Denotes a little, mean, ungen rous Mind, 
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All met, and ſilence thrice proclaim d, 


One Lawyer to each {ide was nam d. 
He gather'd under ev'ry head, 

The ſum of what each Lawyer ſaid; 
Gave his own Reaſons laſt, and then 
Decreed the Cauſe againſt the Men. 
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Then whirl the wretch from high, 
To bitter Scorn a ſacrifice, 
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— My ſtory being done, 
She gave me for my pains a world of ſighs: 
She ſwore, in faith, twas ſtrange, — 'twas paſſing ſtrange ; 
"Twas pitiful, 'twas wond'1ous pitiful : FR 
She wiſh'd ſhe had not heard it; — yet ſhe wiſh'd, 
That Heav'n had made her ſuch a Man: — She thank'd me, 
And bad me, if I had a friend that lov'd her, 
I ſhould but teach him how to tell my ſtory, 


And that would woo her. — On this hint I ſpake. 
SHAKESPEARE. 


Fab. 25. 
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Curos, tis ſaid you frequent ſtand, 
Where WirTtoNn's Promethean hand 
Marſhals his mimic men; and view 
With wonder, and with pleaſure new, 
The falſe creation ſo much like the true. 


| From a Work not yet publiſhed, 
Fab. 26. 
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Thy humourous vein, thy pleaſing folly, of 8 
Lies all neglected, all forgot; 
And penſive, wav ring, melancholy, 
Thou dread'ſt, and hop'ſt thou know ſt not what. 
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The ADVENTUR Es of ARISTONOUS, 


OrnRonNyYMUS, having met with a long ſeries of diſappoint- 
ments both at home and abroad, and being thereby reduced 
| to the loweſt ebb of fortune, ſought conſolation from his 
virtue in the Ifle of Delos. There he tuned his golden Iyre ; 
there ſang the wonders of the Dellan God. He made his court 
there to the Muſes, who proved as kind as they were fair. The 
wond'rous works of nature were the conſtant òbjects of his contem- 
plation: there he ſtudied the revolutions of the Heavens, and all 
the ſtarry train, the beauteous order of the elements, the fabrick 
of the terreſtrial globe, which he was ever meaſuring With his 
compaſs, the various qualities of plants, and ſtructure of the bru- 
tal world ;—but above all, in this retreat he pried with a more cu- 

rious eye into himſelf; with pleaſure reflected on Tuperior facul- 


ties, 6 and r all the virtues that adorn the ſoul. Thus diſ- 
8 trols 
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treſs did not debaſe his noble mind ; it only changed the ſcene, and | 


gave him new glory by the alteration. N-: 


Whilſt thus he lived poor, but content in his retirement ! 1 


ſpied a venerable, grave old man, juſt landed on the Iſland. This 


ſtranger with ſurprize ſurveyed the ſea-banks, well-knowing that 
the Iſle once floated here and there: but fixed his eyes with more 
attention on that fide, where the ſmall hills, forever verdant, reared 


up their heads above the rocks. He thought he never could ad- 


mire enough the chryſtal ſprings, and rapid floods, that water this 


delightful country. Slowly he moved along towards the hallowed 
. groves, which ſhade all round the temple of the God. He gazed 


with pleaſure on thoſe ever-greens, which the bleak north- winds 


durſt not blaſt. With curious eyes he viewed the beauties of the 


temple ; its Parian marble, white as the new-fallen ſnow ; its ſtately 
pillars of ſolid jaſper. SoPHRONY MUS, with equal curioſity, ob- 
ſerved the good old man. His ſilver beard fell graceful on his 
breaſt. His face, tho' wrinkled, no ways was deformed; As yet, 
he knew none of the cares of age. His eyes were quick and 
lively ; ; his ſtature tall and majeſtic ; his years, however, made him 
decline a little; and when he walked, he wore an ivory ſtaff, 
SoPHRONY MUS approached, and thus addreſſed him: What is it, 


venerable fir, you ſeek for here? You ſeem a perfect ſtranger to 


the place. If it is the temple of the God ; yonder it ſtands, and, 
if you pleaſe, I will conduct you. thither, I reverence the Gods, 


and know my duty to a ſtranger. 


The old Gentleman replied ; — with Es I accept 3 your 
friendly offer. May the kind. Gods reward your love to ſtrangers ! 
Lead to the temple. —As they walked along, he told SopnHRONYMUS 
his adventures. My name, faid he, is 'ArIsToN6Us: I was born 
at Clazomene, a ton in Jonia, ſituate in that pleaſant coaſt that ad- 


vances towards the ſea, and ſeems as if it joined the Ifle of Chios, 
| the 
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the native country of immortal Homer. My parents, tho' poor, 

were both of an illuſtrious family. Pol 1s RAT us, that was my 

father's name, being encumbered with too large a family, unkindly. | 

ordered a friend of his at Teos to expoſe me naked to the world, a 

tender, helpleſs infant. A charitable old woman of Erythrea, who 

lived hard by, commiſerated my unhappy ſtate, and reared me with 

goat's milk as her own. But as her circumſtances were very narrow, 

when I was capable of ſervice, ſhe ſold me to a merchant who 

conveyed me, as his ſlave, to Lycia, He fold me again at Patara 

 —luckily for me—to Alcinus, a Gentleman of fortune and diſtin- 
guiſhed merit. This Alcinus was a ſecond father to me in my 

youth. I was fo happy as to be thought good-natured, ſober, ho- 
neſt, well-inclined, and attentive to all good advice. By his direc- * 

tion I applied myſelf to Apollo's favourite arts. Muſic and ex- 

erciſe were my amuſements ; but his healing faculty my chief re- 

gard. I ſoon made large improvements in that ſo neceſſary ſcience; 

and aſſiſted by the inſpiration of the Gd, found out a thouſand 

curious ſecrets. Alcinus, who ſtill grew more indulgent as I ad- 

vanced in years, well- pleaſed with the ſucceſs of all his cares, 

made me a freeman, and ſent me to Damocles, the King of 

 Lycaonia ; a Prince much given to luxury and eaſe, who made this 

life his care, and trembled at the thoughts of death. The monarch, 

to attach me to his intereſt, made me rich and great. Damocles, 
ſome few years after died. His ſon, incenſed againſt me, by the 
_ - inſtigation of ſome paraſites about him, gave me a diſtaſte to the 
pomp and grandeur of a court. In ſhort, I had a ſtrong incli- 
nation to reviſit Jycia, where I had ſpent my younger years with fo 
much ſatisfaction. I lived in hopes of ſeeing once again my patron, 
my foſter-father, my benefactor. On. my firſt arrival I heard the 
melancholy news that hewas dead ; that juſt before his deceaſe he 

loſt his whole eſtate, and ſuffered manfully the frowns of fortune, 

_ > and 
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and the cares of age. I viſited his tomb, ſtrewed flowers upon 
his venerable aſhes, and bathed them with my tears. To perpetu- 
ate his memory, I ordered his character to be engrayed upon the 


ſtone; and then enquired into his family- concerns. I was informed 


that Orchulochus was his only ſurviving ſon, who diſdaining to live 
in penury, and in a cottage, where his father had before him lived 
in ſuch grandeur and repute, was reſolved to lead a ſolitary life in 
ſome far diſtant Iſland. Orchilochus, it ſeems, ſoon after was caſt. 
away upon the coaſt of Carphatus; fo that the whole race of my 
dear friend and benefactor then was quite extinct. I determined 
immediately to purchaſe the eſtate, where formerly he. lived in eaſe. 
and plenty. With pleaſure-I ſurveyed the fruitful fields around, 
which brought to my remembrance pleaſures paſt, and the dear 
image of my worthy maſter. I could ſcarce perſuade myſelf but 
that I was young again, and gay, as when I ſerved Alcinus, Soon 
as I had ſettled this purchaſe with his creditors, affairs, of a quite 
different nature, called me again to Clazomene. My father Pol ra- 
tus, and Phidilis my mother, were both dead. My. reſtleſs] uneaſy 
brothers, were forever at variance one with another. No ſooner was 
I arrived at Clazomene, but I made myſelf known to them, in the 
| tattered garb of a poor, miſerable ſlave, overwhelmed with his 
misfortunes, and ſhewed the marks that infants generally bear, 
who are expoſed as I was. They were nettled at this new diſcovery, 
nor wanted unexpected heirs to make their little leſs. They ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſted, I was a bold impoſtor, and denied my right in 
open court. In return to this ungenerous, unnatural declaration, I 
publicly reſigned my title, conſented to be deemed a perfect ſtran ger, 
and moved that they might equally diſclaim their right in me. A 
decree was paſt accordingly ; then I threw off the ſlave; diſcovered 


the treaſure 1 had on board; aſſured them, that I was the ſame 
Axis- 


— 
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Ar1sToxnGus, who had long heok the peculiar favourite of Damocles, 
the late King of Lycaonia, and that Inever had been married. 
My brothers ſoon repented of their coldneſs towards me, and 
hoping till in time to be my heirs, were obſequious to the laſt 
degree, and ſtudied, but to no purpoſe, to oblige me. Their per- 
petual jars compelled them to expoſe that little they had left to pub=- 
lic ſale. I was. the faireſt purchaſer ; and they, with ſhame and 
deep reluctance, ſaw him legally poſſeſſed of all their father had, 
whoſe right to the leaſt part, they had ſo publicly conteſted. In a 
| ſhort time, by their ill conduR, all grew miſerably poor.” But after 
I had humbled them, and made them feel my juſt reſentment, I 
gave them large demonſtrations of love and friendſhip. F reely 

I forgave them all; received them in my houſe ; by proper preſents, 
put it in their powers to trade abroad, and get eſtates, The family 
Was all harmony; they and their children lived with me in perfect 

peace. They all eſteemed me as their common parent. By this 
happy union, and their diligence and application, all became conſi- 
derably rich. In the mean time, you ſee, old age knocks loudly at 
my. door, covers my head with ſnow, furrows my face, and warns 
me that my healthſul days are not of long duration Once more, 
| therefore, 1 determined, before this feeble lamp of life was quite 
extinguiſhed, to reviſit that favourite ſpot of ground, more dear to | 
me than even my native country, that Zycia, where I ſtudied to be 
wiſe and virtuous, under the kind guidance of my good old maſter. 
In my paſſage thither, I was credibly informed by a merchant of 
the Cyclad lands, that one of Orchilochis's. ſons ſtill lived at Delos; 
and practiſed all the virtues of his god- -like grandi ire, Whereupon 
I immediately declined my intended voyage; and under the pro- 

tection of the Deliun God, arrived in ſafety on this happy Iſland, in 
hopes to find the dear remains of one, to whom I owe my liſe, 


my liberty, my all. My days are almoſt now ſpurn out to their full 
3 | length: 


. en 
length: the cruel Pos foes to that downy reft which Yove bes 


ſtovvs ſo ſeldom upon mortals, will quickly cut the feeble thread ! 
O! could theſe eyes but once behold the grandſon of my dear, dear 


15 maſter, freely I'd preſs into Death's icy arms! Speak then, O ſpeak, 


my hoſpitable friend, have you ever heard of ſuch a virtuous youth? 
Can you dire& me where to find him ? If you can, may the kind 
Gods reward you for the favour! May they prolong your happy life, 
'till your childrens' children dance upon your knees, and aſk 
your bleſſing | May peace and plenty, the beſt fruits of virtue, ever 
attend your numerous progeny ! At the cloſe of this kind prayer of 
AnlsToxöõus, tears, ſhed from joy and grief, like kindly ſhowers, 
flowed down SoPHRONYMUS'S checks. | His tranſport ſtopped the 
organs of his ſpeech; ſilent, he threw his arms around the old 
man's neck, embraced, and preſſed him cloſe : but at the laſt, words 
intermingled with ſighs found out their way. O venerable Sir, 
I am the youth you look for I am the grandſon of your friend 
Alcinus: and from the recital of your wond' rous ſtory, am per- 
ſuaded, fully perſuaded, that Heaven has ſent you here to miti- 
- gate my ſorrows. Gratitude, which long ſince— like Aftrea—had 
forſook the world, is now returned in you. I had heard, indeed, 
when but a child, that a gentleman of fortune and diſtinguiſhed 
merit, who lived in Lycaonia, had been educated by my grand-fa- 
ther: but as my father Orchilochus died young, when I was a poor, 
helpleſs infant, you may imagine my ideas of thoſe things were but 
confuſed. I was loth, on ſuch weak motives, to go to Lycaonia ; 
I choſe rather to continue here in quiet, alleviating my ſorrows 
by a philoſophical contempt of grandeur and magnificence, and an 
agreeable cultivation of the muſes in the temple of Apollo. Mi- 
nerva, who inſtrudis mankind, that nature is ſufficed with but a 
little, and that true happineſs conſiſts in a contented mind, has 


hitherto ſupported me, and amply made amends for all my loſſes. 
SOPHRO- 
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| $opHRONYMUS, ſoon as he had ſpoke theſe words, finding him- 
ſelf before the temple-gate, propoſed to ArisToxG6vs to enter in, 
and offer up their mutual prayers and praiſes to the Delian God. 

The propoſal was approved; with awful reverence two lambs, 
white as the new-fallen ſnow, and a young heifer, with a creſcent _ 
on his forehead, juſt between his horns, were laid upon the altar. 
There they hailed the God of Day; there in melodious numbers 
praiſed the ſun, who, in his radiant orb, illumines heaven and 
earth; who rolls around the year, makes all the arts and ſciences 
his care, and animates the ſacred nine. Their homage to the God 
thus paid, they ſpent the remnant of the day, alternately recounting 
their adventures. SopHRoNYMUs conducted to his houſe the good 
old man, and entertained him with the ſame reſpect as he would 
have ſhewn Alcinus, had he then been living. The day following 
both agreed to fail for Lycia. Ak IS TON ö led his companion into 
a fertile country, on the verdant borders of the river Xanthas, in 
whoſe tranſparent ſtreams Apollo, wearied with the chace, and covered 
with duſt, fo frequently had plunged, and waſhed his golden locks, 
Willows and poplars ſtood in rows along the river fide, within 
whoſe tender verdant boughs a thouſand pretty birds concealed. their 
neſts, and warbled night andday. The river, falling from the ſum- 
mit of a rock, daſhed down her noiſy, foaming billows into a little 
channel paved with pebbles. A golden harveſt covered all the plain. 
Fruit-trees and vines role, like an amphitheatre, all round. the little 
hills. There laviſh nature had adorned the year; clear was the 
{ky, ſerene the air, and the earth ready to produce her ſtores, with 
gratitude to crown the labours of the ſwain. As they advanced 
ſtill higher up the river, SOPHRONYMUS perceived a little country 
ſeat, not gay, but regularly built. No marble pillars, no coſtly. 
figures, wrought in ſilver, gold, or ivory, adorned the out- ſide; no 


5 furniture was ſeen within. Every thing, however, was neat, 
clean, 
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clean, and convenient, tho' no ways oſtentatious. In the middle 
of the court, a little fountain played its waters high, which, as they 
fell, formed a delightful rill, whoſe verdant banks were all ena- 
melled with the gayeſt flowers, The gardens were but ſmall, yet 
plentifully ſtored with various fruits and ſalutary plants. On each 
fide of the garden was a pleaſant grove, whoſe lofty trees ſeemed 
coetancous with their mother earth: ' whoſe branches were ſo 
thick, ſo interwoven, that no ſun- beams e' er could pierce them. 
They withdrew into a ſpacious parlour, and there refreſhed them- 
ſelves with ſuch repaſt, as nature from the gardens had provided; 
wherein no coſtly foreign fruits were introduced, ſo often purchaſed, 
and ſo much admired in cities. They had milk in plenty ; ſweeter 
than that Apollo's cattle yielded, when ſhepherd to Admetus. I hey | 
had honey more deliciaus than the product of the Sicilian Bees in 
Hy311, or thoſe of Attica on mount Hymettus. They had ſtore of | 
beans and peaſe, and various fruits before them but that moment 
gathered. Their wine, which was racked off from ſtately jars into 
ſmall, well- wrought bowls, was of a finer flavour, and more racy 
than the nectar of the Gods. ' AR1STONGUS, during this frugal, | 
but delightful entertainment, would not ſit down at table. At firſt, 
he made a thouſand little excuſes to conceal his modeſty; but when 
at laſt SoOPHRONYMUS was too importunate, he owned the cauſe : 
declared he could not make himſelf ſo free, and ſo familiar with 
the grandſon of Alcinus, behind whoſe chair he had ſo many years 
attended in that very parlour. Here, Sir, ſaid he, my good old 
maſter always dined ; there he converſed with his familiar friends ; 
there followed all his innocent diverſions. Hęſod and Homer were 
his old companions here; and there, Sir, was his favourite bed- 
room. In friendly recollection of theſe various circumſtances his 
tender heart began to melt, and tears ran trickling down his cheeks. 
After their repaſt was over, he conducted SOPHRONYMUS into the 
adjacent 
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adjacent meadows, to take a view of his large cattle, which ranged 
at will and lowed along the river. Then they ſurveyed his nume- 
rous flocks, as they returned from their fat paſtures. The little 
wanton lambs played near the bleating ewes, whoſe udders ſwelled 
with milk. They found no ſervants idle ; all were induſtrious in 
their ſeveral vocations : work ſeemed a pleaſure for ſo good a maſ- 
ter; one whom they loved ſo well; and one, who ſweetened all 
their labours. 

AR1sToNnGvs having now ſhewn Sophkox Mus his houſe, his 
ſlaves, his herds, his flocks, and fertile meadows thus addreſſed 
him: With tranſport I behold you now poſſeſſed of what your an- 
ceſtors enjoyed before you. Happy am I! thus to have power to 
reinſtate you on that very ſpot, where I ſo long had ſerved the good 
Alcinus. Enjoy in peace that which long ſince was his. Make 
yourſelf happy, but be cautious ; and by your prudent conduct, may 
your decline of life be replete with better fortune than marked 
your venerable father's latter days. — Immediately he made the 
eſtate over to SOPHRONYMUS by a legal conveyance ; and declared 
he would diſinherit ſuch of his relations, as ſhould ungratefully 
preſume to diſpute his title. ARr1sTonGUs had ſtill further favours 


to beſtow. Before this deed of gift was executed, he furniſhed 


the houſe anew ; made it at all points decent and compleat ; without 
things gaudy and ſuperfluous. The barns he ſtored with the rich 

treaſures of the Goddeſs Ceres; the cellars with the choiceſt wines of 
Chios, neat and racy, fit to be ſerved up at Fove's table by Ganymede 
or Hebe.—To theſe he added choice Parmenian wines, the honey of 
Hymettus and of Hybla, in large quantities; and Attic oils almoſt 
as ſweet, and of as fine a flavour, Moreover, he heaped up a 
boundleſs ſtock of the fineſt wool, white as unſullied ſnow, the 
treaſures formerly of tender ſheep that fed on the Arcadian moun- 
tains and Sicilian plains. With theſe valuable additions was the 

houſe made over to SopxRoNYMUs. He cloſed his bounty with a 
3 221 G-- e 
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ſpecific Wer of fifty Euboic talents, reſerving to his own relations 
his ſeveral eſtates in Clanonene, Smyrna, Lebedos, and Colophon ; 
all of conſiderable value. Arts TonGus having thus ſettled his af- 
fairs to his entire ſatisfaction, reimbarked on board his veſſel, bound 
for Ionia. SOPHRONYMUS overwhelmed with ſuch a flood of favors, 
waited on him to the ſhip; and as the tears ran trickling down 
his cheeks, with filial tenderneſs careſſed him, and called him as 
they went along, his father. The winds proved favourable, and 
ARISTONOUS ſoon arrived ſafe at home. None of his relations ever 
preſumed to murmur at his bounty to SEN VMUS. My friends, 
ſaid he, I have now made my will; and thereby have declared, that 
all my effects, real and perſonal, without reſtriction, ſhall be ſold, 
and given to the poor Jonians ; in caſe any one of you hereafter ſhall 
_ diſpute my free donation to the grandſon of Alcinus. The good old 
man long lived in peace ; long he enjoyed the good things of this 

life, which the kind Gods beſtowed as the rewards of virtue. His 
age did not prevent him, once a year, from viſiting SoPHRONYMUS 
at Lycia, and ſacrificing on the tomb of good Alcmus, which he had 
decorated with new erections, and moſt curious carved work. — He 
by his will directed, that his body, after his deceaſe, ſhould be 
interred in the ſame tomb, that even in death he might embrace 
his maſter. SOPHRONYMUSs, as each revolving ſpring came on, 
impatient to behold his friend, forever fixt his eyes upon the ſhore, 
in hopes to ſpy the bark, which at that ſeaſon brought his dear 
AR1sToNGvs to his arms. Each year he had the pleaſure to deſcry 
from far the wiſh'd-for veſſel, ploughing the briny waves, and 
moving towards him. The diſtant proſpect pleaſed him infinitely 
more than all the beauties which the ſpring can boaſt of, * the 
winter's rage abates. ; s 
This ſo much long'd- for ſhip one ſpring ne er came at all. So- 
PHRONYMUSs fighed from his inward foul. His ſecret anguiſh and 
diſtracting fears were 3 upon his face, — Soft, downy fleep 


ne'er 
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ne'er cloſed his weary eye- lids. He had no reliſh for the moſt coſtly | 
dainties. Reſtleſs he ſpent the tedious hours; each little noiſe 
alarmed him: his eyes were ever wand'ring towards the port, and 
he would every moment aſk after the Jonzan veſſels. — One comes at 
laſt :—but oh !—no ArisToxGus was there. — Only his venerable 
aſhes in a filver urn. Amphicles, an old gentleman, and boſom- friend 
of the deceaſed, his faithful executor, was the ſole melancholy 
bearer.— When he firſt approached, SoPHRONYMUS had no words 
to tell his grief: Both mingled fighs in a dumb ſcene of ſorrow. 
So RON Y MUS firſt kiſſed the urn, then bathed it with his tears; 
words —at laſt found out their way. O thou venerable, good 
old man All the pleaſures I e'er enjoyed flowed from thy bounty: 
now all my joy, my comfort, all that is left in life fleets after thee, 
Theſe eyes ſhall never ſee thee more ; death now would be thrice 
welcome, could I but fly to thee, attend thee in the Elyſian fields, 
where thy bleſt ſhade enjoys eternal reſt : and ſuch pleaſures as the 
Gods reſerve for virtuous men. Thou haſt brought back again, in 
theſe degenerate times, religion, juſtice and gratitude on earth. In 
theſe i iron days, thou haſt diſplayed the innocence and beauties of 
the golden age. The Gods, before they crowned thee with the 
glories of the juſt, granted thee length of happy days. But, alas ! 
he, who deſerves to be immortal, often dies the ſooneſt. Thy ver- 
dant fields, thy flow'ry gardens, now have no charms for me; now _ 
thou art abſent, every place ſeems deſert: O bleſt ſhade! when 
ſhall I follow thee? ye dear remains! had you ſenſation, you would 
ſurely feel New pleaſure in mingling with the aſhes of Aleinus. Mine 
ſhall one day be mingled too with yours. Till that day comes, I 
ſhall with pious care lock up thy precious aſhes. O! ArisTo- 
Nous! ARISTONGUs ! thou ſhalt never die: thy memory ſhall ever 
be imprinted on my heart. Sooner would I forget myſelf than 
ſuch a friend, ſo virtuous a man, fo bountiful a benefactor ! 
After this affectionate, tho' broken ſpeech, SoPHRONYMUS per- 


formed the funeral rites, and placed the urn within his grandfire's, 0 
O 2 monument, 
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monument. He ſacrificed whole hecatombs, whoſe blood ran like a 
torrent o'er the green- ſwerd altars, which were raiſed all round the 
tomb. He poured forth large libations both of wine and milk. 
He burnt perfumes imported from the diſtant eaſt, whoſe odori- 
ferous clouds curled upwards to the ſkies: Forever after, by the 
appointment of SoFHRONYMUs, annual funeral games were cele- 
brated in remembrance of Aleinus, and his virtuous friend. Spec- 


tators, in tribes innumerous, reſorted thither from the fruitful 


plains of Caria; from the delightful banks of the Meander, which 
ſports and plays along in many a winding wreath, and ſeems to quit 
the country, which it waters, with reluctance ; from the gay, 
flow'ry banks of the Cayfra; from the ſhores of rich Pacbolus, 
under whoſe gentle waves roll golden ſands; and from Pamphy/in, 
to which Pomona, Ceres and Flora ſtrive who ſhall be moſt indul- 
gent; in fine, from the extended plains of fair Cilicia, as a garden 


_ watered with the torrent rolling impetuous down from Taurus, 
whoſe high head is ever ſilvered o'er with ſnow. During theſe an- 


nual rites, the nymphs and ſwains, dreſt in looſe linnen robes, 


_ white as the faireſt lilies, ſang the eulogiums of Alcinus and his 
friend : there was no praiſing the one without the other ; nor could 


they ſeparate two men, whoſe union ſtill cemented in the grave. 

A miracle immediately ſucceeded : on the firſt day of celebration, 
whilſt SorH RON YMus was pouring forth his large libations both 
of wine and milk, a myrtle of fragrant ſmell, and beauteous verdure 


ſhot from the middle of the tomb; all on a ſudden, reared its tufted 


head, and with its interwoven boughs o'erſhadowed both the urns. 


The whole aſſembly, with one voice, declared that ArisToNous, as 


a reward of his uncommon virtues, was by the Gods transformed 
into this beauteous tree, SopHrRONYMUS, with pious care, watered 
this myrtle himſelf ; revered it as a God, It ſeemed to flouriſh in 
immortal youth; and, by this miracle, the Gods inſtructed them 
that Virtue, which difſuſes ſuch perfumes upon the memories of men is 
everlaſting, and its own reward, FABLE 
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 AMErtsicuToN was a native of Megaris, and a gentleman of 
an illuſtrious family in Greece. When young, the heroic 
actions of his anceſtors took up all his thoughts; and he gave early 
' demonſtrations of his courage and conduct, in ſeveral bold and ha- 
zardous engagements : but as he was too fond of grandeur, his 
high and expenſive way of living ſoon plunged him into a ſea of 
troubles. He was obliged to fly with his wife Prox1nGe to a 
country-ſeat on the ſea-ſhore, where they lived together in a pro- 
found ſolitude. ProxINnGt was a lady highly eſteemed for her wit, 
courage, and ſtately deportment: many, who were in much better 
circumſtances than MELESIHTOoN, made their addreſſes to her on 
account of her birth and beauty; but true merit alone made him 
the object of her choice, Tho' their virtue and friendſhip were 
inviolable, tho' Hymen for many years had never united a happier 
pair; yet their mutual attachment and affection proved now but 
an aggravation of their ſorrows. MELESICHToON could have borne 
with leſs impatience the ſevereſt frowns of fortune, had he ſuffered 
alone, or without ſo tender a partner as PRoxINGE ; and PRox1NGE 
with concern obſerved, that her preſence augmented the pains of her 
MELESICHTON, Their ſole comfort now aroſe from the reflection 
that heaven had bleſt them with two children, beauteous as the 
Graces : their ſon's name was Meliboeus, and the daughter's Potminis, 
2 55 Melibocus 
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Meliboeus was very active, ſtrong, and courageous; in every gentle- 
man- like exerciſe he excelled all the neighbouring youth. He 
ranged around the foreſts, and his arrows were as fatal and unerring 
as thoſe of Apollo: however, the arts and ſciences—thoſe nobler 
rays of the deity—were more the objects of his contemplation, 
than his bow was his diverſion. MELESICHToON, in his retirement, 
laid before him all the advantages of a liberal education, and im- 
printed on his mind, betimes, the love of virtue and good manners. 
| Meliboeus, in his air and mien, was unaffected, ſoft and engaging; 
yet his aſpect was noble, bold, and commanded reſpect. His father 
caſt his longing eyes upon him, and wept over him with a paternal 
fondn eſs. P6tMIN1s was by the mother inſtructed with equal care, 
in all the various arts with which the Goddeſs Minerva has obliged 
mankind ; and to thoſe uſeful accompliſhments were added the 
charms of muſic: Orpheus never ſung, or touched his lyre more 
ſoftly than PoZminis, At firſt fight ſhe appeared like the young 
Goddeſs Diana, juſt riſen from her native floating Iſland. Her 
filver treſſes were tied with a careleſs air behind; whilſt ſome few 
ringlets unconfined, played about her ivory neck at the breath of 
every gentle zephyr. Her dreſs was a thin looſe gown, tucked up 
with a girdle, that ſhe might move with the greater freedom. 
Without the advantage of dreſs, no nymph was ever ſo beautiful, 
ſo free from pride, fo little conſcious of her own charms. She was 
never ſo vain or curious as to examine her features in any tranſparent 
ſtream. The conduct and œconomy of the family was her whole 
employment. But MELzs1cuToN, whoſe thoughts were ever dark 
and gloomy, whoſe hopes of a return from his ſtate of baniſhment 
were now all loſt, ſought every opportunity to be alone, The fight 
of PROXINGE and his children now aggravated his ſorrows: he 
would often ſteal out to the ſea-ſhore at the foot of a large rock, 
full of tremendous caverns ; and there awhile bemoan his wayward 
fate ; 


r AL ES ADH FAB L Es. 15 


fate: from thence repair to a thick ſhady vale, where — even at 


mid- day — no ſun-beam ever entered. There would he ſit on the 
margin of a purling ſtream, and ruminate on all his ills. Soft, 
downy ſleep ne' er cloſedqhis weary eye-lids ; his words all terminated 
in ſighs; old age before his time had furrowed all his face; and 


unable to bear the ſtorm, he grew negligent of life, and ſunk under 


the weight of his misfortunes, 
One day as he was reclined on a bank in his favourite, ſolitary 


ale, tired and fatigued with thought, he fell aſleep ; and in a dream, 


ſaw the Goddeſs Ceres, crowned with golden ſheaves, who approached 
him with an air of majeſty and ſweetneſs:— Why, MI ESICH-ͥ 


* TN, faid ſhe, art thou thus inconſolable ? Why art thou thus 


« overwhelmed with thy fate ?” © Alas! replied he, I am aban- 
« doned by my friends; my eſtate loſt ; law-ſuits and my creditors 
« forever perplex me; the thoughts of my birth, and the figure 
1 have made in the world are all aggravations of my miſery; and 
*« to labor at the oar, like a galley- ſlave, for a bare ſubſiſtance, is 
« an act too mean, and what my ſpirit never can comply with.“ 
Does nobility then, replied the Goddeſs, conſiſt in affluence 
& of fortune? — No, MELEsICHTON ; but in the heroic imitation 
« of thy virtuous anceſtors: The juſt man only 1s truly noble. 
«© Nature is ſufficed with a little: enjoy that little with the ſweat 
« of thy brow : live free from dependance, and no man will be 


„ nobler than thyſelf, —Luxury and falſe ambition are the ruin of 


© mankind.—If thou art deſtitute of the conveniencies of life, who 
* ſhould better ſupply thee than thyſelf ? Be not terrified then at 
* the thought of Sing them by the ſevereſt induſtry and ap- 
„% plication ?” 

She ſaid ; and immediately a him with a golden plough- 
ſhare, and an horn of plenty. Bacchus next appeared, crowned | 
with i Ivy, graſping his thyrſus in bis hand, attended by Par, playing 

on 
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on his rural pipe, while the fauns and fatyrs danced to the melodi- 
ous muſic. Pomona next advanced, laden with fruits, and Flora, 
dreſt in all her gayeſt, ſweeteſt flowers. In ſhort, all the rural 
deities caſt a favourable eye on MELESICHTON, 

He waked, fully convinced of the application and moral als he 
ought to make of this celeſtial dream. A dawn of comfort all on 
a ſudden ſhot thro' his foul, and he found new inclinations riſe to 


the labours of the plain. He communicated his dream with plea- 


ſure to the fair PxoxixõE, who rejoiced with him, and approved of 
his interpretation. The next day they leſſened their retinue ; the 
valet and waiting-woman were immediately diſcharged, and all their 
equipage and grandeur at once reſigned. PRoxInNGE with Pozmenis 


ſpun, while Mer esicuToN and Meliboeus tended their ſheep, — 


and at convenient hours weaved their own cloth and ſtuffs, and cut 
out and contrived every thing to the beſt advantage for themſelves 
and the reſt of the family, All their fine needle-works —in which 


Minerva herſelf could never be more curious - were now no more 


regarded; and the glaring tent was reſigned for the more advanta- 


_ geous diſtaff: their daily proviſions were the product of their own 


ground, and dreſt with their own hands. They milked their own 
Kine, which now began to ſupply them with plenty. They pur- 
chaſed nothing without doors. Every thing was got ready with 
decency and without hurry. Their food was ſubſtantial, plain, 


and natural; and enjoyed with that true reliſh, which is inſepara- 
ble from temperance and hard labour. 


In this rural manner they lived, and every thing was neat and 


decent round about them; all the coſtly tapiſtry was diſpoſed of; 


yet the walls were perfectly white; no part of the houſe in the leaſt 


diſorder: none of the goods ſoiled with duſt, The beds, tho' not 


of down, were clean, and proper for repoſe. The very furniture 


of the kitchen—which you l ſeldom find in great families. 
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was bright as ſilver; nothing ſtood out of its proper place. At 
times of public entertainment PRoxINGE made the beſt of paſtry. 
She kept bees, whoſe honey was ſweeter than that which trickled 
from the trunks of oaks that grew in the golden age. Her cows 
made her willing preſents of large flowing bowls of milk. Her 
garden was plentifully ſtored with variety of plants for ſervice and 
| delight, in their proper ſeaſon ; and by her peculiar induſtry and 
{kill, ſhe was the firſt of all her neighbours that could produce them 
in perfection: her collection of flowers likewiſe was very curious; 
part of which ſhe ſold, after ſhe had reſerved a ſufficient quantity 
for the ornament of her houſe. Püeminis trod in the ſteps of her 
induſtrious mother ; ſhe was ever chearful at her work, and ſang as 
ſhe went along to pen her ſheep. No neighbour's flock could rival 
hers; no contagious diſtemper, no rav'nous wolves durſt ever ap- 
proach them; her tender lambkins dance upon the plains to her 
melodious notes, whilſt all the echoes round about with pleaſure re- 
peat the dying ſounds, _ h 
Merxs1caToN tilled his own grounds, drove his own plough, 
ſowed his ſeed, and reaped his harveſt with his own hand. He is 
now fully convinced, that the huſbandman's life is leſs laborious, far 
more innocent and advantageous than the ſoldier's. No ſooner had 
he cocked and got in his hay ; but Ceres, with her yellow fruits, 
invited him to the field, and with large intereſt repaid the debt ſhe 
owed him. Soon after Bacchus ſupplied him with nectar, worthy 
the table of the Gods. Minerva too complimented him with the 
fruit of her favourite, ſalutary tree. Winter was the ſeaſon for re- 
poſe, when all the family met together were innnocently gay, and 
thankful to the Gods, for all their harmleſs unambitious pleaſures : 
they ate no fleſh, but at their ſacrifices, and their cattle never died 
but on their altars, +- | 
Melibocus was thoughtful and ſedate beyond his years. He took 
on himſelf the whole care and management of the larger cattle ; 
hewed down large oaks in the foreſts; dug aquaducts for the more 


| commodious watering the meadows, and with indefatigable induſtry 
D | | would 
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would eaſe his father. His diverſions, at proper ſeaſons, were hunt- 


ing and courſing with the young gentlemen, his neighbours; or im- 
proving himſelf in his ſtudies, of which MELESICHTON had laid the 
folid foundation- 

In a little time, Mr ksichrox, by a life thus led in ſimplicity 
and innocence, was in better circumſtances than at firſt; his houſe 
was ſtored with all the conveniences of life; tho there was nothing 
in it uſeleſs, or ſuperfluous. The company he kept, for the moſt 


part, was within the compaſs of his own family: they lived toge- 


ther in perfect love and harmony, and contributed to each others 
happineſs. Their humble reſidence was far from court, where plea- 
ſures bear ſo high a price; their enjoyments were ſweet, innocent, 
eaſy to be attained, and attended with no dangers in the purſuit. 
Mehboeus and Pôeminis were thus brought up, and inured to rural 


labours: thus their former characters ſerved only to inſpire them 


with greater courage, and make them eaſy under the frowns of for- 
tune. The encreaſe of their ſtock introduced no new and luxurious 
courſe of life. Their diet was ſtill as frugal as before, and their in- 
duſtry continued with equal vigour. MeLEsIcuToN's friends now 
preſſed him — ſince fortune once again had proved propitious to re- 
ſume his former poſt, and ſhine again in the buſy world. To whom 
he replied: “ Shall I again give way to pride and luxury, the fatal 
« cauſe of all my late misfortunes; or ſhall I ſpend my future days in 
« rural labours, which have not only made me rich again, but what 
is more, compleatly happy?“ To conclude,—one day he took a 


tour to his old ſolitary ſhade, where Ceres had thus kindly directed 


his conduct in a dream, and repoſed himſelf on the verdant graſs, 
with as much ſerenity of mind, as before with confuſion and deſpair. 
There he ſlept again; again the Goddeſs Ceres, in the like gracious 
manner, approached, and thus addreſſed him. True nobility, 


„% MELESICHTON, conſiſts in receiving no favours from any one, 


« and beſtowing them with a liberal hand on all.— Have your depen- 
** dance on nothing but the fruitful boſom of the earth, and the works 
of your own hands. Never for luxury and empty ſhew refign that 


« ſolid good which is the natural, and inexhauſtible fountain of true 
85 « happineſs.” 8 FABLE 
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"IRGIL, ſoon after his deſcent to the infernal regions, came to 
the Eyfan fields; where the favourites of the Gods lived in 
perpetual bliſs, on banks of never-dying flowers, amidſt a thou- 
ſand little purling ſtreams. The ſhepherd ARIS TES, who was ſit- 
ting amongſt the Demy-gods, underſtanding who he was, immedi- 
ately approached, and thus addreſſed him. The ſight of fo divine a 
Poet as you are, is pleaſure inexpreſſible. Your verſes, fire, flow 
ſofter than the dew upon the tender graſs ; ſo ſweet, ſo. harmonious 
are your numbers, they command our tears, and melt our hearts. 
Your tuneful ſongs on me, and my bees, -might make een Homer 
jealous, To you I ſtand as much indebted for the honours that are 
paid me, as to the ſun and to Cyrene. Not long ago I rehearſed ſome 
beautiful paſſages of yours to Linus, Homer, and Hęſod. No ſooner 
had I finithed, but all three drank large draughts of the river Letſe 
to forget them; ſo painful was the recollection of another's verſes, 
ſweet as their own. The whole tribe of Poets, you know, are ex- 
tremely jealous. Come, therefore, amongſt them, and take poſſeſſion 
of your place. Since they are ſo partially jealous, as you obſerve re- 
plied VIRGIL—1 ſhall not be over- delighted with the place. I muſt 
ſpend many a tedious hour in ſuch company ; for I perceive, like your 
bees, they preſently grow warm, and ſhew their reſentment. Tis true, 
replied ARIST vs, like bees, they buzz, and like them too have their 
ſtings, and ſeek revenge on all that dare provoke them. There's an- 
other great man, I ſee, ſays ViRG1L, that I muſt endeavour to oblige 
too, the divine Orpheus, [mean ;—pray doyou live ſocially together ?— 

I cannot ſay we do, replied ARisT us ; for he's as jealous of his wife, 


as the other three are of their compoſitions, But you need not fear 
 D2 a civil. 
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a civil reception there; for you have uſed him with abundance of 


good manners, and have been much more prudent, much more fa- 
vourable than Ovid, in your relation of his quarrel with the Thracian 
dames, to whoſe reſentment he fell an unhappy victim. But we loſe 


time; let us enter this little ſacred grotto, watered with ſo many 


fountains, clearer than the chryſtal. Believe me, the whole ſacred 
band will riſe, and pay their due reſpects to you. Don't you already 
hear Orpheus's tuneful lyre? and Linus, who ſings the combat of the 


Gods againſt the giants? Don't your hear Homer too, ſinging the he- 


roic actions of the great Achilles; who flew the mighty Hector, to 
revenge the fall of his friend Patroclus ? But Hefiod is the Poet, whoſe 


diſpleaſure you have moſt reaſon to dread ; for one of his ſanguine 
complection will be apt to take diſtaſte at your admirable Treatiſe on 


Agriculture, which he imagines his peculiar province. 
AkIs Tus had no ſooner finiſhed his addreſs, but they arrived at 


the refreſhing ſhades, where an eternal tranſport reigns, which in- 


ſpires theſe mighty heroes. All roſe, and intreated VIRGIL. to fit 
down, and repeat ſome of his favourite verſes. At firſt he ſang 


low, with a becoming modeſty ; but at laſt, grew bolder, and ſpake 


with energy and tranſport. The moſt jealous of them all, even 


againſt their inclinations, were raviſhed at the muſic. of his voice. 
Orpheus's lyre, that had ſo often charmed the very rocks and woods, 


| now dropt out of his hand, and bitter tears lowed down his cheeks. 


Homer forgot the inimitable majeſty of his Iliad, and the beauteous 


variety of his Odyſſes. Linus miſtook his flowing verſes for the 


compoſition of his father Apollo, and at the raviſhing ſounds ſtood 
ſpeechleſs, and as immoveable as a ſtatue. He/iod himſelf could not 
reſiſt ſuch powerful charms: At laſt, recollecting himſelf a little, 
he with much warmth and jealouſy thus addreſſed him. O VIROII, 
thy works are more durable than monuments of braſs or marble ! Vet 
{till I propheſy the day will come, when a royal youth ſhall tranſlate 
them into his native language, and ſhall ſhare the honour with thee 


of having ſung the conduct and ceconomy of the bees. 
FABLE 


rd 
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The rr Of AL I BEG the PE zs1AN 


rern King of Perſfa, ia, under pretence of taking a tour, 


retired from court into the country, and concealed himſelf 


under the character of a private gentleman, in order to take an un- 


ſuſpected ſurvey of his ſubjects in all their native innocence and 
freedom. One favourite courtier alone had the honour to attend 


him in his travels. * I have no right idea, ſays the monarch to 
« his companion, of the ſimple, undiſguiſed manners of mankind. 
„ Courtiers act all in maſquerade. Crowned heads ſee nothing of 
e nature: every tranſaction is artifice and deſign. I have a great 
« inclination to pry into the ſecret pleaſures of a country life, and 


« examine that part of my ſubjeds, who live retired, and neglected 


* by the buſy world, and yet are in reality the props of my crown 
and conſtitution. *Tis a pain inexpreſſible to have none but ſy- 
% cophants about me, who embrace every opportunity, by their 
e fulſome flatteries, if poſſible, to betray me. My reſolution, therefore, 
0 is fixed to viſit the ſhepherds, and other fellow-labourers of the 
e plains, to whom I ſhall be a perfect ſtranger.” Thus determined, 


K 


he and his companion paſt thro' ſeveral villages, where the nymphs 


and ſwains were aſſembled, to ſpend the day in rural ſports; and 
his majeſty was extremely pleafed to find ſuch agreeable diverſions, 
fo remote from court, ſo innocent and inexpenſive. He dined in 


one of their cottages, _ having walked ſomething farther than 
uſual, 


— EF BE SE £40 N's 
uſual, and created himſelf an appetite, their- coarſe country diet 
proved a more agreeable entertainment than the vaſt variety of coſtly 
dainties at his own table. As he was walking over a meadow, 
enamelled with a thouſand various flowers, and watered with a clear, 


murmuring ſtream, he ſpied a young, gay ſwain, reclined at the foot 


of a ſhady elm, and playing on his rural pipe, whilſt his tender 
flock ſtood grazing round him, and liſtened to his ſoft melodious 


notes. The monarch approached, looked earneſtly at him, and 
was pleaſed with his agreeable aſpect, his eaſy, unaffected air, 
which yet was graceful and majeſtic. His ſhepherd's dreſs added 
new charms to his beauty. The King, at firſt, fancied he was ſome 
diſcontented courtier in diſguiſe; nor was convinced of his error, 
till the ſhepherd told him his name was ALIBEG, and that all his 
relations lived in the adjacent village: | Whilſt his majeſty propoſed 
to him ſeveral queſtions, he was exceedingly delighted with his per- 
tinent and ready ſolutions. AL1BzG' s eyes were lively and ſpark- 
ling ; but not in the leaſt wild or roving : his voice ſoft, engaging 
and muſical. His features were ſmall and þeautiful ; but not ſoft 
and effeminate. Tho' ſixteen years of age, he had no idea of his 
own ſuperior perfections. He imagined all his neighbours thought 
and talked as he did; and that nature had been as indulgent to 
them in their formation, as to himſelf. —Without the advantages 
of a liberal education, he directed his conduct by the dictates of 
right reaſon. The King, after ſome few familiarities, was charmed 
with his converſation. ALIBEG gave him a true and impartial ac- 
count of the ſtate and conſtitution of the people ; ; a ſecret, Kings 
can never learn amidſt a crowd of flatterers. Now and then his 
majeſty would ſmile at AL1Bzo's expreſſions, which were ſo natu- 
ral, fo open and unguarded. It was an agreeable novelty to the 
King to hear ſuch free, ſuch unſtudied diſcourſes. The monarch 
beckoned to his friend, and gave him private intimations not to 
| diſcover 
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diſcover who he was, leſt ALIBEG, apprized of ſuch a ſecret, ſhould 
be over-awed, and talk for the future with more reſerve ; and ſo at 
once loſe all the beauties which freedom naturally gives to converſa- 
tion. I am nov fully convinced, ſaid his majeſty to his companion, 
that nature appears as beautiful in the cottage as the palace, No 
heir apparent to the crown ſeems nobler born than this youth, 
who thus daily tends his harmleſs flock. How happy ſhould 
CHa-ABBAS be, had he a ſon, ſo beautiful, ſo prudent, and fo much 
the object of love and admiration ! In my opinion, he may be qua- 
lified for the higheſt employments, and with proper inſtruction may 
become an able miniſter of ſtate. I'll take him home with me, and 
give him a liberal education. The King accordingly at his return 
took AL1BEG with him, as a new attendant, —ALIBEG was agree- 
ably ſurprized to find his converſation had proved ſo acceptable to a 
monarch. Soon after their arrival, proper maſters were appointed, 
firſt to inſtruct him in reading, writing, ſinging and dancing; and 
afterwards, in the ſeverer ſtudies of the arts and ſciences, which 
cultivate the mind. At firſt, the grandeur of a court made too 
deep an impreſſion on his heart, and his conſtitution varied with his 
advancement. His youth and reputation at court gave a new turn 
to his judgment and moderation. He flung away his crook, his 
pipe, and ſhepherd's weeds, and dreſt himſelf in a purple veſt richly 
embroidered with gold; he wore likewiſe a turbant on his head, 
ſet round with coſtly jewels. The moſt beautiful, the gayeſt cour- 
tier, ſerved only as a foil to ALIBEG. By induſtry and application 
he qualified himſelf for the moſt important undertakings, and well 
deſerved the truſt his maſter repoſed in him; who, ſenſible of 
AL1BEG's refined taſte for grandeur, and magnificence, made him 
his jewel-keeper, or treaſurer of his moſt coſtly furniture; one of 
the moſt conſiderable poſts in all Per/ia. | : 
— the whole reign of Cna-ABBas,. AL1BEG was a Tiling 
favourite: 


24 R E NE ON. 
favourite: but as he grew in years, he grew leſs gay, and often re- 
flected with regret on his former happy ſtate of life. Happ7 
% days ! he would often whiſper to himſelf, O days of innocence ! 
Then were all my enjoyments chaſte, attended with no dangers 
in the purſuit ! I never did, nor ever ſhall ſee days fo blefled again. 
« His majeſty, by his royal bounty and munificence, has but undone 
% me.” ALIBEG once more paid a viſit to his native village; once 
more obſerved with curious eye, as he paſſed along, where formerly 
he danced and ſang, and piped with his brother ſwains. He made 
ſeveral valuable preſents to his friends and relations round about ; 
but adviſed them, as they regarded their future welfare, to ſhun the 
dangers that attend ambition, and ſpend their _ days in caſe 
and innocence. 
AL1BEG, ſoon after the death of his indulgent maſter C#a-Ap- 
' BAS, was plunged in a ſea of troubles. ChA-SETI ſucceeded his 
father in the throne of Perſia. Some jealous, deſigning courtiers 
projected the downfal of ALiBEG, and agreed to miſrepreſent him 
to the young monarch. They charged him as guilty of high crimes 
and miſdemeanors ; with being falſe to the truſt repoſed in him by 
the late King; with clandeſtinely diſpoſing of ſeveral rich moveables 
in the treaſury, and applying the fame to his own private uſe. . 
CHA-SEF1, aſcending the throne of his father very young, was 
perfectly credulous, regardleſs of right or wrong, and a prince of 
but ſmall penetration. However, he was ſo vain as to imagine his 
wiſdom ſuperior to his predeceſſors, and that he could reform the 
ſtate. In order to remove Al IB EGS from his poſt with ſome colour 
of juſtice—purſuant to the advice of his envious council—he re- 
| quired him to produce forthwith the ſcymitar, ſet round with 
| ; cCoſtly jewels, which his warlike grandſire always wore in the field 
| | | | ts of battle. CHA-ABBaAs had formerly ordered all thoſe jewels to be 
| removed; and AL1BEs brought indiſputable proof of his innocence, 
ö Ter and 
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and of their being diſpoſed of, in obedience to the abſolute com- 
mands of his father, long before he had the honour of that impor- 
tant traſt, When AL1BEG' 8 enemies found this ſcheme to ruin 
him proved ineffectual, they prevailed on Cna-Sxr1 to oblige him 
to produce an exact inventory of all the valuable furniture in the 
treaſury then in his cuſtody, within fifteen days, on pain of diſplea- 


ſure, Accordingly he did; and at the expiration of the term Cu a- 


 Sxp1 was fo curious as to examine every individual article himſelf. 


 AL1BEG opened every cloſet and cabinet, and concealed nothing that 


was committed to his care. There was no one item miſling ; the 


office was every where clean, and in perfect order, and the regalia 


cloſely locked up in their proper repoſitories. The young' King 


ſurpriſed to find his treaſury managed with ſuch good conduct and 
ceconomy, had entertained a very favourable opinion of AL IBEG, 


but that accidentally he obſerved—at the end of a long gallery, 
full of the richeſt furniture—a private iron-door, on which were 


three ſubſtantial locks. There, Sir, ſaid AL IBEG's accuſers, whiſ- 


pering him in the ear; there you'll find the royal plunder. CHA- 


Spi enraged, and looking ſternly on AL1BEG, cried aloud, This 
« moment will I ſee what is within theſe doors—What have you 


29 


&« concealed there ?—l charge you ſhew me.” ALIBEe fell proſtrate 
at the King's feet, and implored his majeſty, in the awful name of 
the Gods, not to deprive him of all he valued upon earth.—<* O! 
« think! how unreaſonable it is—ſays he—at once to ſeize my laſt 


<«« reſerve for old age, after having ſerved your royal father faithfully 


« ſo many years. Leave me but that; all that I have beſides, I wil- 
« lingly reſign.” ChA- SETI now was fully convinced that AL IRE 
was guilty ; and that there lay concealed the royal treaſure. Now 

more angry than before, and in louder terms, he demands the doors 
to be unlocked. At laſt AL IB EG produced the keys, and ſmiling, 


obeyed his orders. Upon examination, nothing was found but 


ALIBEG's crook, his pipe, and the dreſs he wore before his advance- 
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ment, which he frequently ſurveyed with pleaſure, to remind him of 
his firſt ſtate of innocence. Behold ! faid he, O King, there lie 
* the valuable remains of my former felicity. It is not in the power 
« of your majeſty, or fortune herſelf to take them from me. T here, 
« royal Sir, 1s all the treaſure I have reſerved to make me rich, 


* when your diſpleaſure ſhall fink me into poverty. The reſt I give 


you back without regret ; leave your ſervant but the dear pledges 
« of his firſt happy ſtation. Theſe, royal Sir, are durable riches ; 


s theſe never will deceive me. Riches ! that are natural, innocent, 


«« and forever grateful to the wiſe man that lives content with the 
* conveniences of life, and ſhuns the fatal charms of falſe ambition. 
« Riches! that are enjoyed without the loſs of liberty, and free 
% from dangers. Theſe never procured any man one moment's | 


„ diſquiet. O! ye dear equipage of the plain, but happy man! 


& you only I admire; with you I'll live and die. O! why was I 
« charmed with golden proſpects that have deceived me, and ruined 
« my content! Here, O King, I freely reſign all the favours your 

t goodneſs has conferred upon me. I'll only reſerve to myſelf what 


I had, when firſt your father ſaw me, and by his boundleſs libe- 


e rality undid me.” The King, at the cloſe of this addreſs, was 
fully convinced of AL1Btc's innocence and good conduct; and ſo 
far reſented the villainy of his unjuſt and envious accuſers, that 


he baniſhed them his court. ALIBEG ſoon after was made prime 


miniſter ; and entruſted with the moſt important affairs of the ſtate; 
however, every day he till ſurveyed his rural equipage, and kept 
them ſafe in his repoſitory to be ready at a time of need, whenever 
fickle fortune ſhould again prove impropitious. He died in a good 
old age, without gratifying his revenge on his enemies, tho' in his 
power, and without laying up immenſe ſums to enrich his poſterity. 
He left his relations but juſt ſufficient to maintain themſelves with 
credit in the ſtation of ſhepherds, a ſituation of all others, in his 
opinion, molt free from care, and moſt completely happy. 
| | FABLE 


(2) 


. 
R OSIMON DAN DO BRAMINTES. 


N antient times, there was a youth, fair as the day, named Ros i- 
MoND, whoſe virtue and good- humour were found equal to his 
beauty; his elder brother BRAMINTES was his reverſe, and as much 
nature's diſgrace, as RosIMonD her maſter- piece. The younger 
was the mother's darling; the elder her averſion. BRAMINTEs, 
jealous of her fayours, invented a thouſand lies, if poſſible to ruin 
Ros1MonD. He told his father, that his brother had contracted an 
inviolable friendſhip with a neighbour, who was his profeſſed 
enemy ; that he revealed all the ſecrets of the family ; and that they 
two concerted meaſures by poiſon to deſtroy him. The father, 
alarmed at this impious accuſation, treated Ros1MonD with the ut- 
moſt inhumanity ; his cruelty extended even to blows that cauſed 
the blood to guſh at every vein ; and then confined him to his 
chamber for three days ſucceſſively, without the leaſt ſubſiſtence ; 
and at laſt, drove him headlong from his doors, with dreadful im- 
precations that he would murder him the moment he returned. 
The mother, trembling at this ſtrange ſeverity, durſt not interpoſe ; 
but ſighed, and pitied his misfortunes. Poor Ros1MonD, thus 
diſcarded, departs from home in a flood of tears; and knowing no 
friend that would receive him, in the evening traverſes a lonely 
wood: When night came on, he found himſelf at the foot of a 
large rock ;—at the entrance of one of the caverns, he laid himſelf 
down on a moſſy bank, near which rolled gently a purling ſtream, 
3 AE and 
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and tired with thought, fell faſt aſleep. Soon as the dawning 
day appeared, he waked, and before his eyes—lo ! a beauteous vir- 
gin. ſtood—dreſt like Diana,—mounted on a grey courſer, whoſe 
furniture was embroidered with gold. Pray, ſhepherd, faid ſhe, 
have you ſeen ſtag or dogs paſs by this way ? No, none at all— 
was his reply.,—Friend, faid ſhe, you look diſconſolate—tell me 
your misfortunes freely, ge comforted ; behold! I here preſent 
you with a ring, which, if you uſe with diſcretion, will make you 
the moſt powerful, the moſt happy man on earth. Turn but the 
diamond within your hand, and in a moment you'll be inviſible. 
Turn it but without, and you'll be viſible again. When you fix it 
on your little finger, you'll perſonate the King's ſon, attended by a 
numerous train of courtiers. Remove it again to your next, and 
you'll aſſume your proper ſhape, The youth now underſtood that 
his fair huntreſs was a fairy, Soon as ſhe had thus revealed its ſe- 
cret virtues, ſhe ſtruck into the grove. Ros1MoND reſolves imme- 
diately to return home, and is impatient till he has made the /expe- 
riment. He ſaw every tranſaction, and was privy to every ſecret, 
without the leaſt obſervance. Tho' he could have gratified his re- 
venge, without diſcovery, on his ungrateful brother ; yet he only 
choſe to make himſelf known to his indulgent mother, with filial 
affection to embrace her, and tell her his ſtrange adventure. Soon 
after this private interview, he put his magic ring on his little finger, 
and in a moment perſonated the young prince, followed by an hun- 
dred horſe- guards, and a numerous train of officers, all gayly 
dreſſed. The father was confounded, to find his little cottage ſo 
much honoured, and wholly at a loſs how to behave himſelf on ſuch 
an unexpected viſit.— Pray, ſays Ros Ixxox p, how many ſons have 
you friend? Two, fir, replied the old man. Let me ſee them, ſays 
Ros1MoND: - Call them to me this moment. III take them with 
me to court, and advance them according to their merit. The 
| conſcious | 
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conſcious father, with heſitation, replied ; This, fir, is my eldeſt, 
with all ſubmiſſion, at your ſervice. But where's your youngeſt, 
ſays RosI1MonD ? I muſt take him with me too. Sir, ſays the old 
man, the unlucky lad is not at home. I corrected him ſome time 
ago for his undutiful behaviour, and have never ſeen him ſince. 
Severity, replied RosIMoND, is a falſe ſtep in education. Let your 
eldeſt ſon, however, follow me; go you, friend, along with my 
guards, who have my orders to take care of you. Two guards 
immediately conveyed the old man away ; and the ſame Fairy we 
mentioned before, meeting him in a foreſt, ſtruck him with her 
golden wand, drove him into a gloomy cave, and there confined him 
by her magic art. Do pennance there, faid ſhe, till your injured 
ſon ſhall think proper to releaſe you. In the mean time Ros1MOND 
went to court, ſoon after the young prince had embarked with proper 
forces for a diſtant iſland, in hopes by conqueſt to extend his father's 
empire; but being drove by adverſe winds upon an unknown coaſt, 
his veſſel bulged upon a rock, and he became the unhappy captive of 
the barbarous inhabitants, Ros1MoND appeared at court, as the 
King s ſon, whom all imagined to be buried in the boſom of the 
ocean, and whoſe untimely loſs was univerſally lamented. He pre- 
tended, that he had inevitably periſhed, had not ſome friendly mer- 
_ chants took compaſſion on his misfortunes, and preſerved him, 
Joy fat on every face. The good old King folded his fon, whom 
he thought dead, within his eager arms, whilſt tranſport ſtopped 
the organs of his ſpeech. The Queen received him with {till ſofter 
_ demonſtrations of fondneſs and indulgence. —In ſhort, the whole 
kingdom was engaged in public rejoicings on this happy occaſion. 
One day, our imaginary prince thus beſpoke his real brother. 
BRAMINTES, notwithſtanding I have raiſed: you from the cottage 
to the palace; yet I know you baſe—ungenerous ;—nay more, I 


know that by malicious maalepreEatations you have injured your 
brother, 


dl 


30 Noe. 
brother, He is now incognito at court. You ſhall ſee him ; and 
he ſhall have an opportunity to ſhew his juſt reſentment. BR A- 

| NIN ES trembling with conſcious guilt, threw himſelf at the Prince's 
| | ; feet, and confeſſed his ingratitude. Notwithſtanding this ſub- 
_ miſſion, I charge. you, ſpeak to your brother, and in the humbleſt 
manner ſolicit his pardon. *T'will be an act of generoſity in him 
to grant it, You do not deſerve ſo much indulgence; He is now 
in my cloſet ; you ſhall have an interview immediately. In the 
mean time T'll withdraw to the next apartment, and leave you to 
yourſelves. BRAmInTEs, in compliance with the prince's poſitive 
commands, attended in the cloſet. Immediately Ros:1MonD re- 
aſſumed his ſhape, by virtue of his ring, and thro' a back door 
waited on his brother, who ſtood ſpeechleſs and confounded, when 
he firſt ſaw him. But ſoon recollecting himſelf, begged his pardon, 
with large promiſes of future love and friendſhip. RosiMony, 
with tears, embraced and forgave him. I have the honour, ſays 
he, to be the prince's peculiar favourite. Your liberty, your life is 
in my hands: but you ſhall find, tho' much you've wronged me, 
Tl be a brother ſtill. BRAMINT ES, conſcious of guilt, with down- 
caſt eyes, and due ſubmiffion, anſwered ; but dared not claim the 
title of relation. Soon after Ros1MmonD pretended to withdraw 
from court, and pay his addreſſes to a neighb'ring princeſs ; but his 
B ſecret intention was to viſit his poor mother, to tell her minutely his 
tranſactions, and to preſent her with a ſmall purſe of gold, to ſup- 
ply her preſent occaſions. For tho' the King's treaſury was ever 
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ii | open to his demands; yet he always uſed that boundleſs liberty, 

[| with amazing prudence and moderation. In the mean time the 
At , old King proclaimed war againſt a neighb'ring prince, on whoſe 
l | | honour there could be no dependance. Ros1MonD went to the 


enemy's court, and by virtue of his magic ring, entered inviſibly 
into their moſt privy-councils, He improved all their ſchemes to 
3 | his 
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his own n advantage. He got the ſtart of them, and broke all their 
meaſures; commanded the army againſt them; gained a compleat 
victory over them ; and ſoon after ſettled an honourable peace, on 
the moſt advantageous terms. The King now determines to make 
a new alliance, by marrying his ſuppoſed victorious ſon, with a 
 princels, fair as the Graces, and heireſs of a neighb'ring kingdom. 
But one day, Ros1MonD's guardian fairy, as he was hunting in the 
foreſt, where firſt ſhe met him, appeared to him a ſecond time. 
Preſume not, I charge you, ſays ſhe—with a ſolemn tone—to marry 
this royal beauty, in your aſſumed character. To. deceive is mean 
and diſhonourable. The prince, whom you perſonate, ought in 
Juſtice to fill in proper time his father's throne. Haſte then, and 
find him; he lies concealed in a far diſtant iſland : I'll be your guar- 
dian, and conduct your veſſel ſafe to port. Bid adieu to all the va- 
nity of falſe ambition: be proud to ſerve ſo good a maſter, and, like 
an honeſt man, ſit down contented with your private ſtation. Theſe 
are my poſitive injunctions, and juſtice demands your obedience: 
Your neglect will raiſe my reſentment, and plunge you into all your 
former troubles. Ros1MoND readily complied with her wiſe advice. 
He embarked immediately, under colour of a private negotiation 
with a neighb'ring ſtate, and the partial winds ſoon wafted his veſſel 
to the deſtined ſhore. Our young prince was there the captive of 
the barbarous inhabitants, and employed to tend their cattle: The 
inviſible Rosi Mox p ſoon found him in a diſtant meadow ; and 
throwing his cloak, as inviſible as himſelf, over his ſhoulders, with- 
out the Jeaſt obſervance, reſtored him to his native freedom: They 
both ſet fail together. New winds, obedient to the fairy's call, 
wafted them home. They ſoon arrived at the old King's apartment. 
Ros1MOND introduced the royal captive, and thus addreſſed his 
father. Your majeſty has hitherto imagined me to be your ſon; 
yet now I hold myſelf obliged to undeceive you : from my-hands 
receive your royal heir. The King, greatly ſurprized, directed his 


diſcourſe to his real fon, Was it not you, my ſon, who lately 
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triumphed o'er our foes, and ſettled ſuch a glorious peace? Or haſt 


thou, tell me true, been ſhip-wrecked on ſome diſtant coaſt, been 
taken by the ſavage brutes a captive, and doſt thou owe thy life and 
liberty to this gracious youth ?—Yes, royal Sir, he generouſly came 


where I was made a ſlave :—it was he redeemed me: To him I am 
indebted for my reſtoration, and this happy meeting. Te o him, not 
me, belongs the honour due to your victorious arms. The King 


would have remained incredulous to his ſon 8 aſſertion; but that 


RosiM ovp, by a new diſpoſition of his ring, aſſumed the prince 
before him. The King was ſtartled at the ſudden metamorphoſis, 
and knew not which to call his ſon. Not long after, the King 
would have loaded Ros1MonD with royal rewards for his. diſtin- 


guiſhed love and loyalty; all which he modeſtly refuſed, and only 


requeſted that his brother BRAMINTEs might till be honoured with 
his favour. As for himſelf, he was fearful of the inconſtancy of for- 
tune, the frowns of an ill-natured world, and too conſcious of his 
own demerits. He hoped, therefore, that his royal goodneſs would 
permit him to retire” to his-own country cottage, and ſpend the re- 
mainder of his days with his indulgent mother, in innocence and 
rural labours. The Fairy now met him a third time in the grove, 
ſhewed him the cavern where his father lay enchanted, and told him 
the proper magic terms that would releaſe him. With filial piety 


he broke the charm. He waited with impatience for this opportu- 


nity of ſhewing his duty, and putting it in his father's power to ſpend 


his future days in peace and plenty. Ros1MonD, in ſhort, was a 


generous benefactor to all his relations, and ſtudied to do good for 
evil. Thus after his ſignal ſervices for his King and country, the 
only favour that he requeſted, was the liberty to live retired, far 


from the reigning vices of the court. Ros1monp wiſely feared 


his magic gift might tempt him to reſign his ſolitude, and make once 
more a figure in the buſy world. He returned therefore to his fa- 


vourite wood, and daily viſited the happy cave, where firſt he ſaw 


his guardian-fairy, in hopes of the ſame honour once again. In a 


ſhort 
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ſhort time, ſhe obliged him with her preſence; and he, with mo- 


deſty, returned her magic ring. Here, madam, ſays he, I thank-_ 


fully reſtore you back your ineſtimable, tho dangerous preſent— 
„ which, unleſs with prudence uſed, - muſt ſoon prove fatal to its 


« owner, I durſt not truſt to my own conduct, whilſt I have it in 


my power to quit my rural innocence, , and gratify at pleaſure 
e lawleſs paſſions.” y 
Whilſt Rosimonp was thus reſigning all his grandeur, BRA“ 
MINTES, {till as ungenerous, ſtill as vicious as before, endeavoured, 
by falſe inſinuations to prevail on the young prince, now in poſſeſſion 
of his father's throne, to humble Ros ix oN D. Your brother— ſays 


the Fairy to Ros1MonD—s incorrigible; he aims to bring your 
paſt conduct into queſtion, and undo you. No puniſhment is equal 


to his demerits. His fate is ſealed. —T'll go this moment, and give 


him this ring, which you have reſigned, Ros1MoNnD, reflecting on 


the fatal conſequence—wept. Then, turning to the Fairy: What 
horrid puniſhment, ſaid he, will ſuch a dangerous preſent be to him ? 
He will then rule abſolute, and every honeſt man will fall a victim 


to his power. Your remark is juſt—replied the Fairy. —The ſame 


medicine may be applied with good effect to one conſtitution, that 


will infallibly deſtroy another. The proſperity of the wicked is the 


ſure foundation of all their future miſeries. The villain, fluſhed with 


arbitrary power, like Phaeton, drivesheadlong to his ruin,—She va- 
niſhed ; and in the form of an old tattered beggar, appeared at court, 


when meeting the gay BRAMINTEs, ſhe thus addreſſed him. The 
* ring, fir, which I gave your brother, and by which alone he raiſed 
« his fortune, is once again in my diſpoſal. For you I have a 
the valuable preſent ; be cautious of the power it gives you.“ 

BRAMINT ES, ſmiling, replied; “ My brother's conduct ſhall be no 
6 rule to me; I ne'er ſhall ſearch, like him, through foreign climes, 
„to find an heir, when I can fill the throne myſelf.” BRAMINTEsò, 
inveſted with this magic ring, pries into every private family's con- 
cerns, acts every day the traitor ; betrays the councels of his maſter, 
| plunders his ſubjects, drinks deep of ſenſual pleaſures, and makes even 


F murder 
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murder his diverſion. His crimes, tho' inviſible, ſtartled all adhd 
The King could not imagine which way his ſecrets could be made 
ſo public; but the pride and boundleſs profuſion of BRAMINTES 
gave room for ſuſpicion that his brother's ring was now in his poſ- 
ſeſſion. A foreigner, ſubject to a prince of an enemy nation, was em- 
ployed, by high bribes, to make the diſcovery. This hireling went 
accordingly to BRAMINTES one night, and made him an offer, in 
the name of his maſter, of vaſt ſums of money, and other demon- 
ſtrations of friendſhip, if he, by proper ſpies, would give him ſecret. 
intelligence of what paſt at court. BRAMINTES accepted of the 
terms, and met at the place appointed; where he received a large 
gratuity as an encouragement to purſue ſo important an undertaking. 
Amongſt other exaltations of his own merit, he made his boaſt of his 
inviſible ring. The next day, he was taken into cuſtody by one of 
the King's meſſengers. The ring, and ſeveral treaſonable papers 
were found upon him, which were undeniable evidences of his guilt. 
—Ros1MoND made all the intereſt at court he poſſibly could, to ſave 
his life, but to no purpoſe. BRAMINTES was executed as a 
traitor ; and thus his magic ring proved a greater curſe to him, than 
before it had been a bleſſing to his brother. 
The King, to make Ros iM oN D ſome recompence for the loſs of | 


ſo near a relation, returned him his ring, as a treaſure of ineſtimable 


value. The diſconſolate Ros1MonD was of another opinion, He 
went again to the grove, to find out his guardian Fairy, Here, ma- 
dam, fays he, once more take back your ring. My brother's fate is 
now a full conviction of the truth you told me, tho' before, I could not 
rightly comprehend you. Take back the fatal cauſe of my unhappy 
brother's death. He might, alas! have ſtill -been living, and not have 
brought down his poor parents grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 
He might, alas ! have ſtill been wiſe, have ſtill been happy, had his 
7 unruly paſſions been confined: O! how dangerous is the gift of 
power ! Take back your fatal ring. Unhappy is the man who next 
enjoys it. I only beg this boon, that when you part with it again it 
may not be beſtowed on any friend of Ros1MOND 8. 
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The ADVENTUR x 8 of F. LO RIS A. 


| 0 | | 

A Poor country-woman had contracted an intimate friendſhip 
with a Fairy. It happened the good woman was brought to 

bed of a daughter, and the Fairy was invited as a favourite gueſt on 
that joyful occaſion. She came accordingly ; and as the infant lay 
in her arms, ſhe thus beſpoke the mother. Make your own free 
4 choice, my friend; this daughter of yours,.if you requeſt it, ſhall 
«« be fair as the new-born day; the beauties of her mind ſhall ſtill 
ebe more conſpicuous than her perſonal charms ; ſhe ſhall in time 
« be a powerful princeſs ; but very unfortunate ; or—ſhe ſhall make 
no figure in the world, be a plain, honeſt country-woman, like 
e yourſelf ; but live at eaſe, contented with that little portion which 
the Gods allot her.”—The ambitious country-woman was ſoon 
determined in her choice. Give my daughter wiſdom, beauty, 
and a crown, ſhe ſaid, at all adventures. All ona ſudden, young 


A 


6 


A 


cupids dance in her eyes, and her virgin-charms become the object 


of envy and admiration. - Her behaviour is affable, ſweet and en- 
gaging; her apprehenſion quick and lively; whatever accompliſh- 
ments ſhe ſtudied, ſhe attained them to the utmoſt degree of perfec- 
tion, When ſhe danced on any public feſtival upon the verdant 
plain, her movement was inimitably graceful, Her voice was 
ſweeter than the lyre of Orpheus, and her airs were chiefly her own 
compoſures. At firſt, ſhe was all artleſs innocence; but as ſhe was 
playing on the margin of a tranſparent” ſpring, ſhe gazed with 
j | F 2 | admiration 
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admiration on her beauteous form; and witha ſecret pride obſerved the 
partial hand of nature. Whole crouds would ſtand in ranks to ſee 
her paſs along, which made her ſtill more conſcious of her charms. 
The mother, relying on the friendſhip and foreknowledge of 
the Fairy, viewed her child with partial eyes, traced the diſtant 
princeſs in every little action, and almoſt ſpoiled her by exceſs of fond- 
neſs, The virgin-beauty now would neither ſpin, nor ſew, nor tend 
her ſheep ; but either range thro” all the meads, collect the gayeſt 
flowers, and artfully diſpoſe them in her dreſs ; or walk, and ling, 
and dance, beneath the ſylvan ſhades. The King of the country 
where ſhe lived was a very powerful prince, and determined to marry 
his only ſon, whoſe name was Ros1MOND, as ſoon as prudence 
would permit. He would hearken, however, to no propoſals. of al- 
liance with any of the neighb'ring ſtates, having been foretold by a 
Fairy, that he ſhould one day ſee a nymph more beauteous, more 
accompliſhed than the gayeſt princeſs, He reſolved, therefore, to 
ſummon all the country-virgins throughout his kingdom, who were 
under eighteen years of age, forthwith to repair to court,” for his re- 
view and final choice. A thouſand moderate beauties atte nded on 
this occaſion. But thirty to whom nature had been peculiarly i in- 
dulgent - were ſoon diſtinguiſhed from the croud. Forts a—for 
that was the name of our enchanted beauty—procured the favour, 
without ſolicitation, to be introduced amongſt this happy number. 
Theſe thirty rural beauties were conducted into one of his majeſty's 
moſt ſpacious halls ; and there ranged in an amphitheatrical form, 
that the King and his ſon might ſurvey them all at once in a proper 
light. FLorisa, at firſt glance, appeared, amidſt theſe candidates 
for beauty, like the faireſt ſpring-flower in a bed of marygolds, or an 
orange- tree, in all its glory, amidſt a row of brambles. The King, 
without hefitation, declared FLoRis A princeſs: Ros1MonD too 
thought himſelf happy in his father's choice, FLORISA now reſigns 
= her 
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her rural habit for royal robes, embroidered thick with gold. A 
thouſand coſtly jewels glitter round about her. A large train of 
attendants wait upon her will. Happy is the lady that can ſtudy 
what will pleaſe her beſt, and ſave her even the pain of thought, 
A magnificent apartment was fitted up for her reception; the rooms 
were lined round with coſtly looking-glaſs, inſtead of tapiſtry 
hangings, that turn which way ſhe would, with pleaſure ſhe might 
ſee her charms reflected, and that the prince, where'er he caſt his 
eyes, with tranſport might adore them. Hunting, gaming, and the 
thouſand other entertainments of the court, were no amuſements 
now to RosiMonD. All his pleaſure centered in her charming con- 
verſation: and, as the old King his father died ſoon after Hymen 
had confirmed their joys, FLORISA fulfilled the Fairy's prediction, 
reigned as Queen, and by her good conduct, and peculiar penetra- 
tion, ſettled the moſt important affairs of ſtate with univerſal ap- 
plauſe. ' Chronipota, the old Queen, whoſe temper was ſubtle, ill-na- 
tured and malicious, grew jealous of Froxis A; thro' the de- 
fects of nature and age together, ſhe looked like a very fury. The 
charms of Frorisa did but ſet her deformity in a more glaring 
light, and provoked her to the laſt degree. The reflection that ſhe 
was only a foil to FLoRISA was a pain inſupportable. She was con- 
ſcious of FLorisA's prudence and good conduct; and therefore 
abandoned herſelf to all the outrages of malice and revenge. Are 
* not you, ſhe would often ſay to her ſon, an abject, foie] 
cc prince, thus to wed an obſcure country-laſs, and ſet her up for 
* a Goddeſs? One too, that's as proud and imperious, as if ſhe was 
*« heireſs to a throne. When your royal father thought of ſuch a 
'** ſettlement, he made me the object of his choice, as I was 
daughter to a King, equal with him in glory. Thou ſhouldſt 
Fe poor, unambitious boy, have traced his foot-ſteps, Send back, for 
= ſhame, 
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« ſhame, your ſylvan Goddeſs to her ſhady groves : * AQ like a King, 
« and take ſome princeſs to your arms, whoſe birth and character 
ce deſerve the bleſſing.” As Ros1MonD, however, was deaf to her 
reproofs. The inveterate Chronipota, to ſatiate her revenge, one 


day intercepted a letter which FEORISA had wrote, in the moſt ten- 


der terms, a heart full of love and gratitude could conceive to her 
royal maſter : this letter the fury gave to a young courtier, one 


of her creatures, and enjoined him, on pain of her diſpleaſure, to 


own the contents directed to himſelf, to lay it before his majeſty 
with all the tokens of a loyal reſentment, and to ſet FLORISA's 
inconſtancy and falſhood in the moſt odious light. RosItMoNnD, in 
the hurry and confufion of a jealous thought, and exaſperated by 
his mother's pernicious counſels, ordered FLoRISA to be cloſe con- 
fined for life, within a high tower, built on the ſummit of a rock, 

that bellied 'o'er the ſea. There ſhe fat whole nights and days in 


floods of ' ſorrow, unable to conceive what ſhe had done to merit 


ſach inhuman treatment. No one was allowed to attend her, but 
an old confident of Chronipota's, who was inſtructed to inſult her, 
and triumph over her misfortunes. F LORISA. now reflected on her 
once happy ſtate of life, her humble birth, and all her harmleſs 
rural entertainments. One day, as ſhe was drowned in tears, de- 
ploring her ambitious mother's fatal choice, her old tormentor came 
to tell her that the King's officer attended to behead her; and that 


death alone could make atonement for her crimes. Death, ſaid. 


FLoR1sA, to a wretch like me, is welcome.—I am prepared.— 
The officer, in ſhort, thro' the miſrepreſentations of old CHironipota, 
ſtood ready, with his ſword drawn, to execute the King's com- 
miſſion; when, on a ſudden, a lady, richly dreſſed, appeared, and 
ſtopped the impending blow; aſſerting that ſhe came from court, 
with poſitive injunctions to deliver a private meſſage to the dying 


Queen. 


TALES and F A B L. E S. 39 


Queen. Her old fury of a guardian readily acquieſced with theſe 
pretended orders, not doubting but the lady was one of Chroni- 
pota's retinue ; but, in reality, ſhe was the Fairy in diſguiſe, 
who had foretold Frokls a's troubles. After having ordered 
every. perſon to withdraw, ſhe thus addreſſed her. Are you wil- 
ling to reſign your beauty, which has proved your ruin ?—Will 
you renounce your title to a crown, reſume your rural dreſs, and 
return to your former humble ſituation? — With tranſport 
FLoRIsA accepted the propoſal. Here, put on, ſays the Fairy, 
this enchanted maſk. On the firſt application, her features began 
to extend, and grow-in diſproportion. She now ſeems the diſgrace, 
as before, ſhe appeared the pride of nature, Thus metamorphoſed, 
. at was impoſſible to know her; and ſhe paſſed unſuſpected thro' 
the guards, who were ordered to be ſpectators of her execution. 
She followed the Fairy; and under her convoy arrived ſafe in her 
own country. Strict ſearch is now made all over the tower for the 
unhappy beauty, but to no purpoſe. The news of this miracu- 
lous eſcape was related, with the utmoſt ſurprize to the King and 
to Chronipota; who iſſued out freſh orders throughout the king- 
dom, but in vain, for her reprizal. The Fairy delivered her ſafe 
into her mother's hands, who had never known her daughter, had 
ſhe not been before apprized of her transformation. FLOoRIsA was 
very well contented to return to her former ſtation, to be deformed, 
and live in obſcurity in the country, where all her buſineſs was to 
tend her ſheep. A day ſcarce paſt, but what ſhe heard her tale 
related, and her fall deplored. Her adventures, in ſhort, were 
the ſubject of a thouſand ſongs ſo moving they commanded tears. 
With pleaſure ſhe would ſit, and ſweetly ſing thoſe ſongs her- 
ſelf, and weep with her companions: but thought herſelf more 
happy now than ever, and to her dying day retained the ſecret. 


FABLE 


6—— — — —— 4 = 


.  — — — — __—— 
2 — 92 


— — SS 
— 


— 


= 
— —— ——ů 
— — 
— 


2 — — — 2 2 > 
— — Ka — * . — — — 

1 D — - 
— 0 3 — oe — — —.—— . : 
3 Err rr 


rer 
— 


2 
22 — r r . — 8 r 
Cc: * r 2 * — — — — PREY . * % 
— — - —— = 2 8 — 
— 8 — . . . — rhymes * . 


1 1 
0 
1 


— pag: ig 2 Ine; 
— — ä ——— 


LERNER — 5 
— — — —— — äᷓ—4äP Tap ey cometh. Een cape * 
5 I 


— ——  — — 
. ——— 
. — rn — 


a 2 
— CREPAID 5 
— + — > 8 
LT Ee ie I 
— — — —— ͤ ö—e—— — — 
— bes wot nts — . 2 wo 
—— 
aac — 


— 
— 
Jn „ 5 — i. Abi W — 
— 7g — —— ore — 2 - — 
— — —— . K 2 =? — 
— 2 — yy 
wr: In — — 8 — 
—— — * — pr Sg — —— — 
* — — ps : a — 
— 
" 


( 40 . ) 


The . of ALFAROUTE and 
CLARIFILIA 


Nox on a time there was a King, named ALFAROUTE, who 
was the delight of his ſubje&s, and the terror of all his ene- 
mies. He was a wiſe and good prince, juſt, valiant, and active; 
deficient in no royal qualification. A Fairy, one day in private told 
him, that ſome unforeſeen misfortunes would attend him, unleſs he 
prevented them, by virtue of a magic ring, which ſhe put upon his 
finger. When he turned the diamond within his hand, he became 


immediately inviſible; and the moment he turned it without, be- 


came viſible again. This ring proved of ſingular ſervice to him, 
and was his favourite recreation, On the leaſt miſtruſt of any ill- 
projecting ſubject, by virtue of his ring, he was preſent with him 
in-his moſt ſecret retirements, and knew all his domeſtic con- 
cerns without the leaſt obſervance. If he was apprehenſive of an 


Invaſion from abroad, he ſat amidſt their privy councils undiſcovered. 


Thus he baffled with pleaſure all the projects that were formed to 


| ſow diſſentions amongſt his people; found out all the plots and 


conſpiracies, tho' ne er ſo cloſely laid, againſt his perſon ; and diſ- 
concerted all the meaſures of thoſe, who would gladly ſubvert his 
conſtitution. - This indulgence, however, of the Fairy's, did not 
anſwer all the ends of his ambition: he begged a more extenſive 
power ſtill ; and wiſhed, that by virtue of his ring, he could tranſ- 


port himſelf to diſtant regions in a moment. The Fairy, ſighing, 


replied ; 


 FENEBLONeETALEsS, &. | Mt 
replied ; your demands are too large, my liege, you ought to 
tremble at the thoughts of ſuch a compliance. ALFAROUTE, 
however, ſtill perſiſted i in his requeſt, regardleſs of the fatal con- 
ſequence. Well then, ſaid ſhe, againſt my inclination, I ſub- 
mit to your ee the raſhneſs of which, alas ! too ſoon 
© you will repent.” — She ſighed, and then — firſt waſhing his 
back with a liquid - perfume, diſappeared. — Immediately, he 
perceived young pinions riſing on his ſhoulders, His little wings, 
when he was dreſſed, could never be diſcerned : but when his 
inclination led him to a flight, he only ſtroked them with his 
hand; and in a moment they would extend ſo wide, that he could 
croſs o'er ſea and land, with much more expedition than the ſwifteſt 
eagle. Whene'er he purpoſed to alight, he ſtroked his wings again, 
which in a moment contracted at his touch, and, as before, lay 
quite concealed. By virtue of this magic power, the King would 
| traverſe round his kingdom in a moment; be well apprized of all 
that paſſed abroad, tho' his courtiers could not conceive which way 
he came by his intelligence ; for he frequently pretended to have 
buſineſs of importance that required ſecrecy ; and would ſometimes 
ſhut himſelf up all day within his cloſet, and give poſitive commands 
that no one ſhould prefume to interrupt him on any pretence what- 
ſoever. No ſooner had helocked his cloſet-door, but his magic ring 
was properly diſpoſed ; his wings were ſoon extended, and away he 
flew thro' diſtant regions, quick as thought. In confidence of this 
miraculous ſecret, he engaged himſelf in wars of the laſt impor- 
tance ; and in every battle that he fought, came off triumphant. 
But as he was thus converſant with the very ſecrets of men's hearts, 
and found them all fo falſe, and fo diſloyal, he grew jealous of every 
one about him. The more he extended his empire by conqueſt, the 
leſs he gained the love and affection of his people ; and to his great 
mortification, he often found himſelf deſpiſed by thoſe, whom he 


had attached, as he thought, to his intereſt, by the ſtrongeſt 
G : obligations. 
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obligations. To remove this melancholy Wen he determines 
to take a tour all round the habitable globe, to find a wife, if poſ- 
ſible, fair as Aurora, and as virtuous as fair; one, that was every 

way accompliſhed ; one that ſhould make his life compleatly 


happy. Long was he bewildered in the ſearch, becauſe his magic 


power diſcovered too plainly the ſecret artifices of the fair. No court 
was left unviſited ; in all he found hypocriſy, and ſelf-eſteem their | 


reigning vices; all proud of gaining conqueſts. But all too con- 
ſcious of their charms to recompence with pure affeQion the ardent 


lover. From courts he now reſorts to private families. Theſe 
were too gay and inconſtant;—thoſe deceitful and deſigning ;— 
theſe imperious,—thoſe humourſome ;—falſhood and affectation, 


he found, was all their practice. From thence, with diſcontent, 


he ſeeks the plains there he finds a nymph; fair as the new- born 


day, artleſs and innocent, regardleſs of her beauty; a quality in her, 


indeed, the leaſt to be regarded; her virtue and unaffected modeſty 
ſhone more conſpicuous. The neighb'ring ſwains gazed on her 
with delight, and ſighed ; but ſighed in vain for the poſſeſſion of 


her charms. Soon as the King beheld the beauteous charmer, the 


God of love ſhot all his fires into his ſoul, and his whole heart re- 
ceived them; He made immediately an honourable propoſal of 


marriage to her father, who with pride conſented, and with tranſ- 


port owned the obligation. CLARIFILIa—for that was our hero- 


ine's name—was immediately conducted, from her native cottage, 


to a ſumptuous palace, where thouſands waited to receive her, 
She was not tranſported with the pomp and ſplendor of a court: 
her innocence, her modeſty, and virtue ſtill were preſerved : and 
tho' thus on a ſudden raiſed from the cottage to the throne, the 
ſtill retained an humble ſenſe of her mean birth and education. 
The King grew tonder every day of his new bride, and flattered 
himſelf that he ſhould be completely happy in the poſſeſſion of 
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ſo captivating a beauty: But jealouſy, that pois nous paſſion, found 
a paſſage to his breaſt, to interrupt the current of his joys. His eyes 
inviſibly were ever on her, obſervant of her private conduct; yet 
{till he found her chaſte, the worthy object of his love and admi- 


ration. Still there remains ſome ſmall diſtruſt behind, which gives 
him anxious pain. The Fairy, who had foretold the fatal conſe- 


quence that would attend his laſt requeſt, whiſpered her cautions in 


his ear ſo often, that he deemed her impertinent. Expreſs orders 
were immediately given, that ſhe ſhould leave the court ; and the 
Queen herſelf was inſtructed, on pain of his diſpleaſure, never to 
ſee her more. Her majeſty, with great reluctance, complies with 
this ſevere injunction; for the Fairy was her much reſpected' friend 
and favourite. One day, the Fairy, deſirous to inform the Queen 
of ſome material occurrences, aſſumed the ſhape of one of her offi- 
cers, and under that diſguiſe, with eaſe gained admittance into her 
private apartment, where, with pleaſure, ſhe diſcovered who ſhe was. 
The Queen flew into her arms with a true lover's fondneſs. The 
| King, who at the ſame time was there inviſible, and ſaw their ten- 
der embraces, burned with fury and indignation, He drew his 
ſword, in the height of his reſentment, and plunged it in the bo- 
ſom of the guiltleſs Queen. That moment the Fairy reaſſumed her 
proper ſhape.—Inſtantaneouſly the King perceived his fatal error, 
and confeſſed his CLARIFILIA virtuous —ALFAROUTE would fain 
have fallen upon his ſword to make atonement. The Fairy inter- 
poſed, and ſtrove to mitigate his ſorrows. The Queen, as ſhe lay 
weltring in her blood, and juſt expiring, faintly faid.—* O! Ar- 
ce 7 AROUTE, tho' by thy cruel hand I die, I die thy ever faithful, 
„ loving wife.” The King now mourned his wayward fate, and 
his own raſh requeſt. He returned the fatal magic ring, and begged 
the Fairy to retake his wings. The femnant of his days he ſpent in 
gloomy thoughts and in exceſs of ſorrow: The only mitigation of 
his grief was once a day to viſit CLARIFILIA' s tomb, and bath'it 
with his tears, FABLE 
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F AB L E VIII. 


Thel 8 v0 1 of the Old QUEEN and 
p ER ONE L L A. 


N days of yore, there was a Queen fo very antient, that her 
gums were all unarmed, and her forehead as bald, as an old 
barren plain. Her head tottered, as the aſpen leaf trembles, when 
ruffled by the wind. Her eyes were dim, and ſunk within their 
ſockets: Her viſage was all rough, unfeatured, and deformed: She 
was lower in ſtature by one-half than in her youth; ſhe grew glo- 
bular, and her mountain-back was ſo high, that any one might 


juſtly think ſhe had been crooked from her cradle. A Fairy, who 


was preſent at her mother's labour, approached, and thus addreſſed 


her. Have you an inclination to renew your youth ? I ſhould 
„ be proud, replied the Quxxx, of ſo valuable a bleſſing. All, all 
« my 1 jewels, I'd reſign with pleaſure to be but twenty-one 


„ again.” Then, ſays the Fairy, we muſt find ſome proper perſon, 
who will aſſume your age, and willingly transfer her health and 


youth to you. On whom ſhall we beſtow your hundred years 7— 


Immediate ſearch was made, by the Quzzx's orders, for ſuch proper 
perſon, as would gladly accept of the exchange. A crowd of beg- 
gars firſt ſurround the palace, and offer to be old, upon condition 
to be rich ; but when they beheld her rueful face, her ropy chain 
of rheums, and all the thouſand ills that hovered round her, they 


looked upon her with an eye of pity, deſpiſed the proffer, and ra- 


ther choſe to beg in rags from door to door. Others, with vain, 
FA ambitious 
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ainbitions thoughts inſpired, drew near the throne, to whom ſhe 
made large promiſes of titles and preferments ; but, at the fight of 
her, they cried ;' honour is an empty name without enjoyment, 
How ſhould we bluſh to ſtir abroad, ſo hideous and deformed At 
length, a country laſs, named PzRoONELLA, fair as Aurora, ſtood be- 

fore the QUEEN, and for the crown itſelf, propoſed the reſignation 
of her youthful bloom. The wrinkled Quxkx at firſt brow-beats - 
the virgin for her high demands: but to no purpoſe ; young ſhe 
muſt be again, at all adventures. No, no, the Queen replied, 
e the crown ſhall be divided, and we'll ſhare it equally between us. 
« Sure that's reward ſufficient for a girl like thee!” «© Boldly the 
* maid replied, tis not ſufficient, The crown is mine or your's; 
« I'll ſtill retain my poverty and blooming youth, keep you your 
kingdom and your hundred years, with all its train of ills, and 
death itſelf behind them.” * But} ſays the QUEEN, what ſhall 
« I do, when I've reſigned my crown?“ * Be gay, and ſing, and 
« dance as I do now, ſays PERONELL A :—then practiſed all before 


ta) 


0 


N 


* 


c her.“ The QUEEN, whoſe feeble knees knocked one againſt 


another, replied, © And how will you behave yourſelf whey once 
my throne is yours? you are a ſtranger to the cares of age.” © I 

„ don' t well know, ſays PERONELLA; but I'll make the beſt uſe of 
« it Ican: I have an unaccountable inclination to try the experi- 
«© ment, for I have heard tis a moſt glorious thing to be a Queen.” 
Wbilſt the QuzgEN and PERONELLA were thus ſettling the pur- 
chaſe, in came the Fairy, and thus beſpoke the country-maid. 
« Are you willing to be made like to this old QuꝝEx, and try whe- 
« ther her ſtate will be an agreeable exchange to you?“ © I am, 
« ſays PERONELLA.” Immediately her leathern face fits all in 
wrinkles ; all hoary are her hairs ; ſhe frets; ſhe ſcolds ; her crazy 
noddle totters, and her ſhrivelled cheeks hang down beneath her 


jaws; her age is now five ſcore. The Fairy opens a little box, and 
out- ſtarts 
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46 de 
out - ſtarts a regular band of officers and courtiers, richly dreſſed, 
who grew to their full ſtature as they marched, and paid their pro- 
per homage to the new- made Quxkx. They prepare a ſplendid 
entertainment for her reception. But ſhe has no appetite for all 
their dainties, nor could ſhe taſte them if ſhe had. She bluſhes, 
and fits in pain; ſhe knows not what to ſay, or do. She coughs, 
till the is juſt expiring ; ſhe dribbles on her chin; a watery drop 
hangs on her ſhrivelled noſe, which ſhe diſcharges with her ſleeve; 
She peers into the looking-glaſs, and finds her features more 
wrinkled than an old grandame's ape. On the other hand, the late 
Queen ſtood, ſmiling in a corner: her eyes began to ſparkle, and 
her limbs to feel new life. Her hair grew beautifully black, her 
teeth, like ivory, white; her complection ruddy as the bluſhing 
roſe ; and her old crooked form riſes by flow degrees as upright as 
an arrow. But ſhe was grown a perfect ſlattern ; and tho' her pet- 
ticoats hung only half-way down her legs; yet they were dirty, 
and as draggled as a beggars. This was an odd equipage to her; 
and the guards, ſuppoſing her to be no other than ſome common 
ſcullion, would have drove her headlong out of court. Then PR- 
RON ELI A thus beſpoke the QUEEN. * We neither of us, I find, 
« live in our proper element. Take you your crown again; give 
„me my rural dreſs.” That moment the exchange was made. 


The QuzEN grew old again, and PERONELLA young. 80 fickle is 


a female mind, they both again repented, but too late. The Fairy 
now had doomed them irrecoverably to their proper tations. Every 
day the ſuperannuated Qukx would weep; and, under the preſſure 
of every diſorder, cry, alas! © Was I now PERonELLA, I ſhould 
lodge, indeed, in a poor, humble cottage, with cheſtnuts for my 
« food, inſtead of dainties ; but then I ſhould divert myſelf 
25 amongſt my fellow-ſwains, in dancing to their tuneful notes be- 


CL '" the ſylvan ſhades, What are ſoft beds of down to me, 


þ 6 whoſe | 
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e whoſe eye · lids never cloſe in gentle ſlumbers? or crouds attend- 
© ing round me, when I die with pain ?” Theſe melancholy re- 
flections made her ever reſtleſs and impatient ; and twenty-four 
phyſicians, who continually attended her, added new fewel to the 
flame. In ſhort, in about two months time, death ended all her 
woes. PERONELLA was dancing with her companions, on the 
margin of a purling ſtream, when firſt ſhe heard the mournful news ; * 
and then ſhe was convinced her happineſs was owing more to 
fortune, than her own good conduct. Not long after, the Fairy 
came again to PRRONETLA, and offered three huſbands to her 
choice. The firſt, old, peeviſh, diſagreeable, jealous, and ill- na- 
tnred ; but rich, of an illuſtrious family; and one, who, neither 
night or day, would let her ſtir one moment from him. The ſe- 
cond, very handſome, good-natured, obliging, of an antient and 
honourable race ; but poor, and unſucceſsful in all his undertak- 
ings. The laſt, a country-man, neither handſome, nor diſagree- 
able; one, who would neither doat upon her, nor abuſe her; one, 
in ſhort, who was neither very neceflitous, nor yet abounding. 
PERONELLA was at a loſs to make her choice; for the was naturally 
fond of dreſs, of grandeur and magnificence. You are ſtill a 
« filly girl, I find, ſays the Fairy, you don't know your own ad- 
« vantage. 'The country-man is your bridegroom if you're wiſe. 
« You yourſelf would be too indulgent to the ſecond ; the firſt 
% would doat on you: in either of their arms you'd be unhappy. 
„The third would never uſe you ill: fit down contented with that 
« thought; tis better far to dance upon the fern, or verdant graſs, 
& than in a palace ;—and to be the poor contented PERONELLA 
« in a cottage, than the gay faſhionable lady, ſurrounded with a 
© thouſand cares. If you can bid adieu to all the 4 of falſe 
bow 8 you and Tn ſhepherd may be truly happy.” 


FABLE 


Hen Fame bad, with her bange trump, proclaimed aloud 
to all the rural deities, and Cynthian ſwains, that Ly co 
would forſake them, a melancholy murmur filled the ſhady groves. 
Echo, and all the adjacent vales repeat the mournful ſounds. The 
rural pipe, the flute and haut- boy, are now heard no more. The 
ſhepherds, in excels of ſorrow, break their reeds. All nature lan- 
guiſhes with ſympathetic woe. The trees hang down their droop- 
ing heads, and loſe their verdure. Till then the face of Heav'n 
was all ſerthe; ; but now obſcured with clouds. Now the bleak 
north - wind uncloaths the meadows, and diſrobes the groves, 
as at the approach of winter. ns rural Deities themſelves bemoan _ 
their loſs. The Dryads quit their hollow oaks, and f gh for Lycox. 
The mournful Deities aſſemble now beneath a lofty tree whoſe 
ſummit reached the ſky; whoſe wide-extended arms for ages paſt 
had covered its old mother earth, The ſylvan nymphs that uſed 
to entertain themſelves with dances, ſongs, and other harmleſs ſports, 
around this knotty, cumb'rous tree ; now met, alas ! to drop their 
tears, and tell their melancholy tale, O! we ſhall never ſee dear 
Lycox more, they cry; the dear, dear object of our wiſhes flies 
our groves Too cruel fate thus to remove him from us! Thrice 
happy grove, which he ſhall honour with his preſence Now we 
ſhall hear his tuneful voice no more; no more behold him bend 
his bow, and with his arrows, unerring as Apollo's, wound the fea- 
_thered game. Great Pan himſelf reſigns his flute; the fauns and 
ſatyrs 


hand, appear within the center of the grove; ſmiles ſit upon their 
faces, glowing celeſtial red: the former wore a chaplet of roſes on 
her head, whilſt prim-roſes and violets ſprang up beneath her feet: 
the latter graſped within her hand a horn of plenty, filled with au- 


tumnal fruits, the grateful earth's return for the kind labours of the 
ſwain. Be comforted - they cried to the diſtreſſed aſſembly - tho 


Lycon will, indeed, your groves forſake ; yet {till he flies no far- 
ther than the mountain conſecrated to the God Apollo. There you 
ſhall ſee him cultivate our happy gardens. With his own hands, 
he there ſhall plant green trees; delicious roots for man's ſupport, 
and fragrant flowers for his amuſement. Ceaſe, ceaſe, O north- 


wind, with your poiſonous blaſts to ruffle Lycon's favourite gardens. 


Be kind to Lycon, who ſhall prefer his rural entertainments be- 
fore the luxury of courts ; ſhall love this happy ſituation, and leave 


it with reluctance. No ſooner had they ſpoke, but ſorrow turned 


to joy: the ſubject of their ſongs was their loved Lycon's praiſe. 
He will, they cry, delight in gardens, as Apollo, when ſhepherd to 


Admetus, loved his flocks: A thouſand ſoft celeſtial ſongs filled 


all the grove, and Lycox's favourite name reſounded from the foreſt 
to the diſtant hills. The ſhepherds, with their tuneful pipes, re- 
peat the pleaſing ſounds. The birds too, on the ſhady boughs, in 
their own language, warble out the name of Lycon, Nature is 
| decked in all her pride ; the trees are cloathed with fruits, the fields 
with flowers; T he gardens, that wait for his return, boaſt all the 


27 beauties 
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ſatyrs too ſuſpend their dances to join the melancholy wood- 
nymphs. The little harmleſs birds ſit drooping on the boughs, and 
quite forget their ſongs. Only the ſolitary, ſcreech-owl and the 
ill-boding birds, with their ear- wounding notes, diſturb the ſilence 
of the groves. Sweet Philomela, with her tuneful choir, now. ceaſe 

their warbling ſtrains, All on a ſudden, Flora and Pomona, hand in 
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make it fruitful there, when he has rooted up its numerous weeds 


and barren plants, he ſhall collect the olive and the myrtle, and 


t with patience till the God of war directs him where to pluck 


Wal 


the laurel. 
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FAS A Aa. 


A ComrLllMENT to a Young P R INC E, after 
an ill Nights Reſt. 


Hon zus, having traverſed the expanſe of Heaven, and run his 

1 deſtined round, plunged deep his fiery courſers into the heſ- 
perian waves. The horizon was bordered round with purple ; the 
ſky ſeemed all inflamed with the bright tracks of light, the God 
had left behind him. The ſcorching dog-ſtar parched up the 
thirſty plain. The plants loſt all their verdure, and languiſhed for 
the dews. The fading flowers hung down their drooping heads; 
nor could their feeble ſtalks ſupport their weight. The very ze- 
phyrs witheld their gentle breezes. The air, which all things liv- 
ing breathed, was ſuffocating, cloſe and ſultry, Night, with her 
cool, refreſhing ſhades, could not allay the exceſſive heat; nor ſhed 
thoſe balmy dews on the laborious and dejected ſwains, which, in 
the common courſe of nature, ſhe' diſtils, when the ſtars ſhine, 
and Heſper twinkles bright behind them; nor had her crop of pop- 
pies power to charm to reſt the languiſhing creation, Phebus alone, 
reclining on the foft boſom of his beauteous Tietis, ſlept at eaſe, 
But when he waked, when the officious hours had got his chariot 
ready, and Aurora had begun her roſy progreſs, he diſcerned the 
face of Heaven all over-ſpread with clouds ; ſaw the wild waſte, 
the ruins of the ſtorm, which had the night before affrighted all 
the lower world. From the damp earth the infectious vapours roſe, 
which added flame to the red lightning's flaſh, and horror to the 
H 2 thunder. 
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thunder. The boiſterous winds, with hideous roar, burſt from 
their ſtony caverns; the mountain-grounds ſmoked with the haſty 
rains, which rolled in torrents down upon the vallies. The golden 


ſun, who, with his beams magnetic, warms the world, ſaw as he 


roſe new devaſtations with concern ; but with ſuperior Ser beheld 
a youth, the darling of the Muſes, his own peculiar favourite, 
robbed of his repoſe by this impetuous ſtorm, ſoon as the dew of 
ſleep had fallen upon him, and with ſoft, lumberous weight, in- | 
clined his eye-lids. The indulgent God was thinking to drive 


backwards, and retard the day to recompenſe his loſs. My darling 


ſtill, he cried, ſhall ſleep. Still ſleep ſhall ſeal his eyes, and huſh his 
cares, renew his health and ſtrength, that he may imitate the great 


Allcides, and add a ſweetneſs to his diſpoſition not to be expreſſed, 
the only virtue that he poſſibly. can want. If he ſleeps ſound and 


laughs ; ſoftens: his temper, and delights 1 in play ; if he but loves 


mankind, and ſtudies to be loved, the various graces wil unite, and 


form we man compleat. 


FABLE 


(+63 |) 


V 
Young BAC CH Us and the Critic F A U N. 


NE day, young BAcchus, pupil to Sienus, was diverting 
himſelf with the Muſes in a grove, whoſe ſolemn filence 
never was diſturbed, but by the murmurs of ſoft, purling ſtreams, 
and the ſweet harmony of warbling birds, So thick and gloomy 
were the verdant ſhades, Apollo's brighteſt beams could never plerce 
them. The beauteous ſon of Semele, as he was ſtudying the lan- 
guage of the Gods, fat at the foot of an old ſhady oak, whoſe ſa- 
_ cred trunk was pregnant in the golden age with men. The oracles 
of old from thence were given; there ſtill it ſtood, and flouriſhed | 
in immortal youth; Behind this hollowed oak, a briſk, young 
Faux, unſeen, ſtood liſtning to the verſes which the God repeated, 
and with a ſcornful air, whiſpered each little error to Silenus, At 
ſome ſmall diſtance the Naiades and rural nymphs ſtood ſmiling. 
Young was the critic, wanton and genteel. His head was dreſt with 
ivy mixed with vine-leaves. Cluſters of grapes adorned his temples. 
Over his left ſhoulder hung a curious ſcarf, compoſed of ivy wreathed ; 
and the young God was pleaſed to ſee his favourite leaves. From 
the girdle downwards, the FauN was dreſſed in a tremendous lion's 
ſkin, the trophies of his conqueſt in the foreſt. In his hand he 
graſped a knotty ſheep-hook. He waved his tail, in many a anton 
wreath upon his back. But as the God no longer could endure this 
bold, inſulting critic, who cenſured the leaſt word irregularly placed, 
with a ſtern look, and haughty tone, he cried: How durſt thou, 
* ſaucy FAUN, remark thus on the ſon of Jove! ?” The Faux, un- 
daunted, with a ſmile, replied: How can the ſon of Fove commit 
% ſuch blunders?” 


FABLE 
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bu * B L E XII. 


The NIGHTINGALE and LINN NET. 


N the ever r verdant baitks of the river Alpheus Rands a grove, 
where the Naiades diffuſe their noily waters, and refreſh. the 
new-born flowers. The Graces often bathe themſelves in theſe 
chryſtalline ſtreams. The winds are partial to this peaceful grove, 
and none but gentle zephyrs whiſper thro' her trees. There the 
nymphs and fauns by night aſſemble, and whilſt Pan plays on his 
melodious pipe, ſtrike with their feet alternately the ground, 80 


thick, ſo interwoven are the trees, no ſun- beams c'er can pierce 


them. There ſolemn filence reigns and peaceful gloom ; there, night 
and day, ſoft breezes fan the woods, Amidſt the trembling leaves 


fad Philomela fits, and tells her mournful tale; ſings all the night; 


but ſings, alas! in vain. Upon another ſpray, a LIN NEN warbling 
ſings, and with her cheerful notes proclaims to all the neighbouring 
ſwains the approach of ſpring. So ſweet ſhe ſang, the Nightingale 
herſelf grew jealous. One day they ſpied a ſwain, within the center 
of the grove, whom they had never ſeen before. They gazed on 
him with pleaſure, and took him for ſome noble youth, a lover of 
the Muſes and of Muſic. They fancied he might be Apollo in dif- 
guiſe, as once he was when ſhepherd to Admetus, or at leaſt ſome . 

hero to the Gods allied, The birds, by inſpiration of the Muſes, 


thus began their tuneful ſong in concert. 


Who is this ſhepherd, or this God unknown, who honours thus our 
grove ? He liſtens to our harmleſs notes with pleaſure, The Muſes are, 
We 
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we find, his favourites : their melting ſounds will tune his generous 
foul, and make him lovely as he's great. 
Then Philomel purſued the ſong alone. 

O! may our Hero's virtues multiply, hike the gay flowers in ſpring ! 
May he delight in innocent and rational amuſements ! May the foft Graces 
hang on his lips, and wiſe Minerva dwell within tus heart, 

The LI1NNET then replied. 

0 may the muſic of his tongue prove 1 more melodious than the lyre of 


Gb | | May he in time to come be more renowned for his heroic 


actions than Alcides ! May he be more Couragious, but not fo raſh, and 
fo unguarded as Achilles! May he be good and wiſe, love all mankind, 


and be by them beloved] And may the Muſes tune his foul to every virtue! 


Then the inſpired birds again in chorus joined. 

Our tuneful notes charm his attentive ears, and fink into his heart, as 
gentle dews into the thirſty earth. May the gracious Gods incline his heart 
to mercy, and make him ever happy ! May lis hand ever graſp the horn 
of plenty, and thro his means the golden age return J May tis good 

conduct influence all mankind, and fow werd ehr ſpring up where he 


treads / 
Whilſt thus the feathered chonliers their 1 ſang, the Ze- 


phyrs, loth to interrupt their muſic, dropt their wings. The vari- 


ous parti-coloured flowers that then adorned the grove reared up 
their cheerful heads. The ſtreams, which the three Naiades poured 
from their noiſy urns crept filently along. The fauns and ſatyrs 
with ears erect, liſtened attentive to their charming ſounds. Echo, 
well-pleaſed, repeated every note toal the concave rocks. A long 
train of Dryads iſſued from their hollow trunks to gaze with admi- 
ration on the godlike youth, for whoſe ſ ucceſs ſweet Philomela and 
the warbling Linnet thus zealouſly i in concert joined their wiſhes. 
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FAYLE Mt 
The DRAG ON and two FOXES 


\Nct on a time, a Ds acon fat brooding over an immenſe 
treaſure, and to ſecure it, never cloſed his eyes to reſt. 
T wo F OXEsS, well verfed in every ſly mercurial art, infinuated them- 


ſelves into his favor by fulſome flattery and adulating addreſs. He 


entertained them as his friends and confidents. We ought. always 
to be jealous of men's forward proteſtations : an artful complaiſance 
too often flows from a perfidious heart. They pay their court to 


him as to a King, applaud all his ſchemes, tho' never ſo ridiculous; 
give into his ſentiments, tho' moſt apparently unjuſt, and knowing 
his. foible, turn and wind him at their pleaſure. In full confidence 
of theſe two boſom- friends, he ventured to take an hour's repoſe; 
but as ſoon as the credulous fool fell faſt aſleep, they ſtrangled him, 


and ſeized the glorious prize. Their next bufinefs was to divide 
the plunder fairly between them ; an affair not eaſily accompliſhed; 
for villains ſeldom can agree in any point, but the bare execution of 
their crimes. One of theſe hypocrites, with a philoſophic air addreſſed 
his companion. Brother, ſays he, of what ſervice is all this hoard of 
gold to us? A hare, or a rabbit, had been a better booty. Theſe ſame 
guineas will prove but a poor meal. We have not ſtomachs, like the 
oftrich, to digeſt them. What fools men are to make this gold their 


God? Brother, let us be wifer. The other with equal hypocriſy replied; 
your obſervations are ſtrictly juſt, brother, and Fll aſſure you, they 


have made a convert of me: I am now fully convinced, that the 


philoſopher i is the happy x man; and for the future, like Bias of old, 
I'll 
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III carry all I have about me. Both affected to depart from the ill- 
gotten, worthleſs treaſure without reluctance: both lay in ambuſ- 
cade; and conſcious of their mutual guilt, deſtroyed each other. 
One, as he lay expiring, thus addreſſed his dying partner: what 
would you-have done with all that gold had you ſucceeded ? The 
ſame, replied the other, as you propoſed, had fortune favoured you. 
By accident a paſſenger going by, and enquiring into the fatal cauſe 
of their diſaſter, declared they were both fools. Fools as we are, 
ſays one of them, you men are juſt the ſame: Gold is no more 
food for you than us, and yet you'll cut your brother's throat for 
gain. Before this unhappy accident, our prudent race deſpiſed the 
fatal charm. That, which you introduced for the conveniency of 
life, is now become its greateſt torment, You fly from true felicity, 
in ſearch after an imaginary good. 5 
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FATTY. 20 
The Two F O X E 8. 


NWO Foxxs contrived one night by ſtratagem to plunder a 


2 hen-rooſt, The cock, the hen and chickens, fell an eaſy 1a- 


crifice to their ſuperior power. After this bloody conqueſt, the vic- 
tors ſupped upon the ſpoil. One of them, that was young, and a 
perfect epicure, propoſed to eat them all at once, The other, that 
was old and avaricious, thought it much more prudent to preſerve 
ſorne part againſt a time of need. Dear child, ſaid he, experience 
has made me wiſe. I have ſeen the world, and the viciſſitudes of 
fortune. Let us not be ſo laviſh as to ſpend our ſubſtance all at once. 
We have had good ſucceſs; we have found a valuable treaſure ;; 
and let us improye it to the beſt advantage. Don't preach to me, 
ſays the young one; for my part, I'll live here while I may; indulge 
my noble appetite, and lay in proviſion for a week. They'll ſtink, 
you old fool, to-morrow. Tis nonſenſe to talk of our return: the 
farmer, ſhould he catch us, would, no doubt, revenge their cauſe, 
and murder us, as we have them. After this pert reply, each acted 
according to the dictates of his inclination. The young one indulged 
himſelf ſo long, that he almoſt burſt his belly, and with much diffi- 
culty crawled into his kennel, where in a few hours he died. The 
old one, who had more conduct, and a greater command of his paſ- 
fions, returning to his hoard the next morning, was way- laid, and 
fell a victim to the countryman's reſentment.— Thus every age is 
prone to its own darling vice. The young are wild afid boundleſs 


in their pleaſures ;—the old avaricious, and incorrigibly fo to the laſt. 
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The WOLF and the L A M B. 


Flock of ſheep were ſafely grazing in an encloſed meadow ; 

the dogs were all aſleep, and their maſter, with ſome fellow- 
ſwains, fat playing on their tuneful pipes beneath a ſhady elm. A 
WorF, with hunger pinched, peeped thro' the hedge, and with a 
wiſhful eye ſurveyed the flock. An unexperienced thoughtleſs Lams 
approached him. What, fir, faid he to the voracious ſtranger, is 
it you want within our paſture ? To taſte your tender, flowery graſs, 
replied the Wol r. What can be more delicious, than to graze as 
you do on the verdant meads, enamelled round with flowers, and 
flake one's thirſt in the tranſparent rills? Here, I perceive, you live 
in perfect plenty. For my part, my ambition would riſe no higher: 
I've learned by philoſophic rules to live contented with a little. 
Say you fo, ſaid the LAMB, have you no appetite for fleſh, and 
will a little graſs ſuffice you ? I find, you have been miſrepreſented ; 
let us live ſociably, and graze together: Immediately the Lams 
leaps o'er the fence. As ſoon the grave philoſopher turns tyrant, 
and tears him limb from limb. Always ſuſpe& the ſincerity of 
ſuch as with ſtudied expreſſions applaud their own virtues. Elo- 
quence may betray you. Let actions ſpeak the man, | 
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F A B L E XVI. 
The CAT and the RABBITS. 


NE day a Car, with an affected, modeſt air, traverſed a 

warren, plentifully ſtocked with Bucks and Dots. The 
whole republic trembled at the ſight of him, and plunged into 
their burrows. As this ſtranger, with a fly imperious eye, ſtood 
peering at the mouth of one of their receſſes; the ſtates, who with 
terror had obſerved his dreadful claws, ordered their deputies, at . 


their moſt narrow avenue, to parly with him, and demand the cauſe 
of his arrival. Grimalkin, in a ſoft, friendly tone, proteſted his de- 


ſign was innocent ; that all his aim was to inform himſelf of the 


Jaws of their republic: that, as he made philoſophy his ſtudy, he 


determined to travel round the globe purely to gratify his curioſity, 
and learn the various cuſtoms of the brutal world. The unguarded, 
credulous deputies, immediately made the following report to-their. 
lords and maſters ; that this ſtranger, whoſe modeſt deportment 
and majeſtic dreſs commanded their reſpect, was a ſober, harmleſs 
pacific philoſopher ; that he was travelling thro' various kingdoms: 
for the cultivation of his mind; that he had ſeen a thouſand curio- 
ſities in foreign parts; that his converſation was extremely enter- 
taining ; that there was no danger of his deſtroying any of their 
young ones; that he was, in ſhort, one of Bramm's diſciples ; that 
the metempſychoſis was an article of his faith, and fleſh his utter 
averſion. The grand aſſembly were charmed with this eloquent 
harangue. A ſage, old Buck, who had long been their ſpeaker, 


Was 
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was juſtly jealous of this grave philoſopher, and offered many ſub- 
ſtantial reaſons to juſtify his ſuſpicions, but to no purpoſe. Not- 
withſtanding all his wiſe precautions, they went in a body to pay 
their compliments in the moſt folemn manner, to this great Brami- 
11, who, at their firſt approach, ſeized ſeven or eight, and flew 
them on the ſpot. The reſt, with much difficulty and confuſion, 
recovered their burrows, but hung down their heads,. aſhamed of 
their credulity. Soon after this tyrannic inſult, the CAT returned 
to the mouth of the burrow, where he parlied with them firſt, and 
there made the largeſt proteſtations of his unfeigned ſorrow and 
repentance : he alledged that fatal neceſſity, and not choice, had 
_ compelled him to ſuch an act of hoſtility ; and aſſured them, that 
for the future he'd live contented with meaner diet, and ſhould. 
think himſelf happy, if they'd forgive this firſt tranſgreſſion, and 
for the future live in peace. The republic thouglit proper to ac- 
cept of his contrition ; but determined to expoſe themſelves as 
little as poſſible toshis arbitrary power. They ſign the treaty, and 
pay him homage at a diſtance. In the mean time, one of the boldeſt 
and moſt active Bucks ſteps flyly out at a back-door, to a: 
neighb'ring ſhepherd, —who delighted to-captivate the young ones, 
as they munched the juniper berries—relates their whole adventure, 
The ſwain reſenting the tyrannical proceedings of the Cam, haſtens, 
with his bow and arrows to the warren, He found the Car at- 
tentive on his prey. Unſeen, a fatal ſhaft flew to his breaſt. The: 
tyrant, as he lay expiring, ſighed out this juſt reflection. The Hy- 
pocrite, when once diſcovered is believed no more : ke is forever 
hated, ever feared; and is at laſt by his. own ſtratagems betrayed. 
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The MICIAN TRAVELLERS. 


MovsEr that lived forever reſtleſs and uneaſy, forever 
tormented with frightful apprehenſions of the Cat, and 
her deſtructive party, one day called to a boſom- friend, who 
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lodged within a hole contiguous to her own, and thus addreſſed her. 
Neighbour, ſaid the, I have a project in my head. As I was at 
breakfaſt one morning in a curious library, I turned over a certain 
book of travels, and caſt my eye on a very remarkable paſſage. 
There is a beautiful country, ſays my author, called the Indies, 
where the mician race are treated with much more gentleneſs, and 
live much freer from inſults and oppreſſion than we do here. In 


that country tis the received opinion of the Sophi, that the ſoul of 
a mouſe may poſſibly have been the ſoul of a miniſter of ſtate, an 
_ archbiſhop, or a king; and afterwards by tranſmigration, animate 


ſome ſuperior beauty, ſome lady of the firſt diſtinction. To the beſt 
of my remembrance, he calls this the metempſychoſis. This being 
an eſtabliſhed maxim amongſt them, they treat every ſpecies of the 
brutal world with abundance of indulgence and good will. Hoſpi- 
tals are there erected for the reception of the mician race: they 


have an annual penſion, and a table allowed them, like perſons of 


diſtinction. Let us try our fortune, neighbour ; ſet fail for theſe 
happy iſlands, where their laws are ſo refined; and merit meets 


with ſuch a due regard. But, neighbour, replied her companion, 
are there no Cats in thoſe hoſpitals you ſpeak of ?—Ifthere ſhould, 


I fancy that ſame metempſychoſis, as you call it, would be a 
practice 
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practice much in vogue there, and by ſome unlucky ſqueeze or 
another, we ſoon ſhould change our forms, and become heroes or 
monarchs, perhaps againſt our inclinations. Never fear, ſays the 
firſt, they are ſtrictly regular in all their economy: the cats have 
their ſeparate apartments as we have ours: they have another hoſ- 
pital of invalids erected at a proper diſtance. This important ob- 
jection thus removed, our two Mice determined on their voyage; 
and by the help of a cable, which was laſhed to the ſhore, got on 
board a veſſel, the night before they weighed anchor, bound for the 
Indian coaſt, Away they fail; the winds prove propitious : with 
tranſport they traverſe the ocean, and take their farewel of an 


; iſland, where cats rule with ſuch tyrannic ſway. They had a ſafe 


and ſpeedy paſſage. They landed at Surat, not like merchants, 
with a view of advantageous commerce; but in hopes to find a 
courteous reception from the natives. No ſooner were they ſettled. 
as they propoſed in one of the mician apartments, but they proudly. 
aſſumed a ſuperiority over the reſt, and laid claim to the beſt places 
in the houſe, The firſt pretended ſhe had been a celebrated Bramin 
on the coaſt of Malabar. The other inſiſted, that ſhe had been a 
eclebrated toaſt there, and admired for her ears that almoſt touched 
the ground. In ſhort, they were both ſo ſaucy and imperious, that 
the Indian Mice no longer would endure their pride and inſolence. 
A civil, war immediately enſued. They unanimouſly oppoſed theſe: 
two conceited upſtarts. Inſtead of becoming a prey to their com- 
mon foe the cat, they fell a bloody ſacrifice to the reſentment of 
their own fraternity, Tis to little purpoſe to fly for refuge into 
foreign countries: without. a modeſt and prudent deportment. We 
only take a deal of pains to. be unhappy : —— can but attend 
us nearer home, 
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. XVII. 
The BE A : rs aſſembled to elect a K ING. 


O ſooner was the Lion dead, but beaſts of all denominations 
N flocked to his den, and courtiers-like, condoled with the Li- 

oneſs, his royal relict, who made the foreſts, and the diſtant moun- 
tains tremble with her awful roaring. After the uſual compli- 
ments they proceeded to a new election. The crown of the de- 
ceaſed was, with all due ſolemnity and decorum, placed in the 
midſt of the auguſt aſſembly. His royal offspring was too feeble 
and too young to ſieze the crown, to which ſo many much more 
powerful creatures laid their claim. Give me but time to grow a 
little, ſays the royal cub, and in a few years you ſhall find I can 
fill the throne, and make the world around me tremble, as my fa- 
ther did before me. In the mean time, I'll practiſe the heroic 
actions of my anceſtors, and one day equal them in glory. The 
crown I challenge, ſays the Leopard, as my regal right. My perſon 
is the neareſt repreſentative of his late majeſty deceaſed. As for 
my part, ſays Bruin, I inſiſt upon it: tis an act of injuſtice to 
prefer the Leopard before me. I boaſt an equal ſtrength ; am as 
couragious, and as blood-thirſty as he; add to this—an advantage 
of no ſmall importance—my art of climbing trees: I appeal, 

Tays the Elephant, to the whole aſſembly here preſent, whether any 
one, with juſtice, can pretend to be ſo big, ſo ſtrong, or ſo ſedate 
as I am. Iam the nobleſt, the moſt beautifully formed of all the 
Arutal world, replied the Horſe, I the moſt politic, ſtrait Reynard 
<ricd. 
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cried. Who's ſwifter, ſaid the Stag, than I ? Where, ſaid the Mon- 
key, can you find a king ſo gay, fo entertaining as myſelf? my 
actions would be ever pleaſing to my loving ſubjects. Beſides, who 
is ſo near allied to man, the lord of the creation ? 'The Parrot in- 
terpoſed, and made his ſpeech. I think, fir, I can boaſt that right 
with a much better grace than you. Your frightful phiz, I own, 
and antic poſtures faintly reſemble his. I boaſt a nobler faculty : 
I imitate his ſpeech, the demonſtration of his reaſon, and his great- 
eſt glory, Pert fool, replied the Monkey, hold your peace. You 
talk 'tis true, but not like man, You chatter only a ſet form 
words ; not one you underſtand, T heſe two. egregious copiers of 
mankind made all the aſſembly ſmile. At laſt, after a long debate, 
the Elephant was crowned their king ele& : he had, they owned, 
ſufficient ſtrength and conduct to protect them: abhorred the arbi- 
trary power of beaſts of prey, and never was ſo idly vain, ſo ſelf- 
conceited, as to pretend to be what, in reality, he was not. 
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The M O NK E V. 


N arch, old Monxzy having departed this life, his ghoſt 

deſcended to the infernal regions, and there petitioned Pluto 
for his indulgence to return to earth. The God conſented he ſhould 
animate the dull, inactive Aſs, to cure him of his thouſand little, 
ſprightly, fly, unlucky pranks. But the gay, comic ghoſt per- 
formed his wanton fopperies with ſuch ſucceſs before him, that the 
grim monarch laughed aloud, and granted what he aſked without 


reſtriction. With your majeſty's permiſſion then, I'll now inform 
the Parrot. By this tranſmigration, ſaid he, I ſhall at: leaſt retain 


ſome faint reſemblance of mankind, whoſe actions I fo long have 
copied. When a Monkey, their geſtures were the objects of my 
imitation ; when a Parrot, I ſhall mimick their diſcourſe. No 


| ſooner had the Monkey's ſoul informed the Parrot, but a filly, 


tatling, ſuperannuated lady purchaſed him. He was the darling of 
her heart, and honoured with a curious cage. His fare was un- 
commonly delicious, and he prattled all day long with the old 
dotard, whoſe diſcourſe was as nonſenſical as his. To this new 


noiſy faculty, he ſubjoined I know not what of his old little affec- 


tations, His head was in perpetual motion. His bill cracked ; 
his wings fluttered ; and his feet were thrown into a thouſand ri- 
diculous poſtures. His old miſtreſs would, ever and anon, mount 
her ſpectacles upon her noſe to peer at her favourite bird. She 
would often lament, that her ears were ſomewhat defective, by 

e which 
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which misfortune ſhe too often loſt the beauty of poor Poll's ex- 
preſſions, which ſhe imagined were ever witty and refined. The 
Parrot, by this exceflive. indulgence, grew loud, impertinent and 
fooliſh. In ſhort, he was ſo reſtleſs, ſo wanton in his cage, and 
ſipped cordial waters fo plentifully with his old lady, that once more 
he died. His ghoſt making now its ſecond appearance before the 
throne of Pluto, the God reſolved to tongue-tie him forever, and 
doomed him to animate a fiſh: but when the gloomy monarch 
ſaw again his comical grimaces, he revoked the ſentence. Princes 
ſometimes favour fools and paraſites. The ghoſt is a ſecond time 
indulged, and ſuffered to inform a man. But as the God had fome 
regard for virtue, he carefully confined him to the body of a noiſy, 
impertinent tongue-pad ; a fellow, that was forever venting. im- 
probable ſtories ; a ſelf-conceited coxcomb ; an unnatural mimic ; 
Aa ſnarling, injudicious critic ; one, in ſhort, that would interrupt 
the moſt refined converſation, to hear himſelf talk, and introduce 
his own nonſenſical diſcourſe. Mercury, who recollected him, tho 
ſo diſguiſed, thus with a ſmile addreſſed him. Thou fool, I know 
thee well enough. I've ſeen thee long e er now. Thou worthleſs 
compound of the Ape and Parrot! Take but away thy antic geſtures, 
and a few hard terms, which thou haſt learnt by rote, but canſt 
not underſtand, and thou haſt nothing left. A pretty Parrot and a 
ſprightly Monkey, when compounded, make but one filly coxcomb. 
Alas! what numbers are there in the town, who by their artful. 
cringes, ſtudied addreſſes, and affected aire, without one grain of 
wiſdom are careſſ ed, and thought men of vaſt aendadee ? 


wo _FABLE 


— A —ẽ—— —— — 


\ 


* l there appeared one much ſterner and much more 


apartments ſo commodious or well-furniſhed as his own. His 
grandeur and ſucceſs with pride elate his heart ; he vainly thinks 


that had he ranged the foreſt unconfined, by this time he had 
been ſome mighty hero. One day, he quits the court, and tra- 


( 68 ) 
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The two Young L I O N 8. 


WO young Lions had been reared together in one foreſt, 

Their ſtature, ſtrength and age were equal. One was taken 
captive by the Great Mogul. The other ranged, without reſtrain!, 
amongſt the craggy mountains. The firſt was by the huntſmen 


ſtrait conveyed to court, where long he lived in luxury and eaſe. - - 
He ſeldom dined without an antelope, or e'er repoſed but on a bed 
of down. A fair eunuch conſtantly attended twice a day, to comb 


his graceful golden main. When he was poliſhed and made trac- 
table, the monarch would himſelf careſs him. He ſoon grew 
plump, ſmooth, comely and majeſtic. A golden collar graced his 
neck ; diamonds and pearls adorned his ears. He looked with an 
eye of contempt on his brother-lions, who inhabited the dens 
adjacent; they were not, equal favourites with him ; nor their 


the favours that he meets with, the reſult of merit. His court- 
education fired his mind with falſe ambition. He imagined, 


vels, big with expectation, to his native country. At the ſame 
juncture his old royal maſter died; and the ſtates were all aſſem- 
bled, to fill by vote the vacant throne. Among the numerous 


imperious 
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N arch, old Monkey having departed this life, his ghoſt 
deſcended to the infernal regions, and there petitioned Pluto 
for his indulgence to return to earth. The God conſented he ſhould 
animate the dull, inactive Aſs, to cure him of his thouſand little, 
ſprightly, fly, unlucky pranks. But the gay, comic ghoſt per- 
formed his wanton fopperies with ſuch ſucceſs before him, that the 
grim monarch laughed aloud, and granted what he aſked without 
reſtriction. With your majeſty's permiſſion then, I'll now inform 
the Parrot. By this tranſmigration, ſaid he, I ſhall at; leaſt retain 
ſome faint reſemblance of mankind, whoſe actions I ſo long have 
copied. When a Monkey, their geſtures were the objects of my 
_ imitation ; when a Parrot, I ſhall mimick their diſcourſe. No 
ſooner had the Monkey's ſoul informed the. Parrot, but a filly, 
tatling, ſuperannuated lady purchaſed him. He was the darling of 
her heart, and honoured with a curious cage. His fare was un- 
commonly delicious, and he prattled all day long with the old 
dotard, whoſe diſcourſe was as nonſenſical as his. To this new 
noiſy faculty, he ſubjoined I know not what of his old little affec- 
tations, His head was in perpetual motion, His bill cracked ; 
his wings fluttered ; and his feet were thrown into a thouſand ri- 
_ diculous poſtures, His old miſtreſs would, ever and anon, mount 
her ſpectacles upon her noſe to peer at her favourite bird. She 
would often lament, that her ears were ſomewhat defective, by 
which 
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which misfortune ſhe too often loſt the beauty of poor Poll's ex- 
preſſions, which ſhe imagined were ever witty and refined. The 
Parrot, by this exceſlive. indulgence, grew loud, impertinent and 


fooliſh. In ſhort, he was fo reſtleſs, ſo wanton in his cage, and 


ſipped cordial waters fo plentifully with his old lady, that once more 
he died. His ghoſt making now its ſecond appearance before the 
throne of Pluto, the God reſolved to tongue-tie him forever, and 
doomed him to animate a fiſh: but when the gloomy monarch 
ſaw again his comical grimaces, he revoked the ſentence. Princes 
ſometimes favour fools and paraſites. The ghoſt is a ſecond time 
indulged, and ſuffered to inform a man. But as the God had fome 
regard for yirtue, he carefully confined him to the body of a noiſy, 
impertinent tongue- pad; a fellow, that was forever venting. im- 
probable ſtories ; a ſelf-conceited coxcomb ; an unnatural mimic 
a ſnarling, injudicious critic ; one, in ſhort, that would interrupt 
the moſt refined converſation, to hear himſelf talk, and introduce 
his own nonſenſical diſcourſe. Mercury, who recolle&ed him, tho 
"0 diſguiſed, thus with a ſmile addreſſed him. Thou fool, I know 
thee well enough. I've ſeen thee long e er now. Thou worthleſs 
compound of the Ape and Parrot! Take but away thy antic geſtures, 
and a few hard terms, which thou haſt learnt by rote, but canſt 
not underſtand, and thou haſt nothing left, A pretty Parrot and a 
ſprightly Monkey, when compounded, make but one filly coxcomb. 
Alas! what numbers are there in the town, who by their artful 
cringes, ſtudied addreſſes, and affected aire, without one grain of 
wiſdom are careſſed, and thought men of vaſt importance ? 
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The two Young 230; 1 O N <> 


© 7 q iWo young Lions had been reared together in one foreſt, 


Their ſtature, ſtrength and age were equal, One was taken 
_ captive by the Great Mogul. The other ranged, without reſtraint, 


amongſt the craggy mountains. The firſt was by the huntſmen 


ſtrait conveyed to court, where long he lived in luxury and eaſe. 


He ſeldom dined without an antelope, or cer repoſed but on a bed 
of down. A fair eunuch conſtantly attended twice a day, to comb 


his graceful golden main, When he was poliſhed and made trac- 


table, the monarch would himſelf careſs him. He ſoon grew 


plump, ſmooth, comely and majeſtic. A golden collar graced his 
neck ; diamonds and pearls adorned his ears. He looked with an 
eye of contempt on his brother-lions, who inhabited the dens 
adjacent; they were not equal favourites with him; nor their 


apartments ſo commodious or well-furniſhed as his own. His 
grandeur and ſucceſs with pride elate his heart; he vainly thinks 


the favours that he meets with, the reſult of merit. His court- 
education fired his mind with falſe ambition, He imagined, 


that had he ranged the foreſt unconfined, by this time he had 
been ſome mighty hero. One day, he quits the court, and tra- 


vels, big with expectation, to his native country. At the ſame 
juncture his old royal maſter died; and the ſtates were all aſſem- 
bled, to fill by vote the vacant throne. Among the numerous 


— * vandidatore. there appeared one much ſterner and much more 


imperious 
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imperious than the reſt. This lordly, dauntleſs hero was our gay 
courtier's old companion, who had never been a flave. Whilſt 
the one had been indulged in all the luxury and pride of courts ; 
the other, urged by the pure appetite of nature, was often exer- 
ciſed in dreadful combats, and ſcorned all dangers for a bare ſub- 
ſiſtance. Shepherds as well as flocks fell victims to his fury. His 
carcaſe was both lean and ſhagey ; ghaſtly were his looks, His 
eyes were bloodſhot, and ſeemed all on fire. His limbs were ſtrong 
and active; he could climb the trees, and ſpring upon his prey, 
| fearleſs of darts or jav'lins. Theſe two old companions propoſed | 
to the auguſt aſſembly to decide their right by ſingle combat; But 
an old, ſage, experienced Lioneſs, to whoſe judgment the whole 
body paid peculiar deference, perſuaded them to fix upon the 
| throne, without delay, the politician that was bred at court. 
There were ſeveral mal-contents on this advice: they murmured, 
that an effeminate, luxurious prince ſhould be preferred; whilſt the 
bold warrior, long inured to toils, fearleſs of dangers, and well 


able to ſupport his cauſe, ſhould be neglected. However, the old 


Lioneſs, by her ſuperior influence, huſhed the riſing ſtorm, and 
fixed the courtier on the throne. At his firſt acceſſion to the 
crown he revelled in delight; indulged himſelf in luxury and eaſe; 
by artifice and ſmooth addreſs, concealed his innate fury, and his 
love of lawleſs power. His ſubjects ſoon neglected, ſcorned, de- 
teſted him. Now, ſays the old Lioneſs, 'tis proper to dethrone 
him. I foreknew his want of merit; but was deſirous you ſhould 
have a monarch for a while, bred up and ſpoiled in a luxurious 
court, that you might learn to value courage, conduct and true 
merit, where you found it. Now is the time to let them fight or 
die. The two heroes were immediately conducted into a large 
encloſure, and the aſſembly, big with expectations, gazed at the 
gallant ſhow, a ſhow, that ſoon was over. The courtier trembled 
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at his foe, and durſt not once approach him. He fled, and Rove 
to be concealed. The foreſter purſued, and called him with dif- 
dain a coward. All the ſpectators cried; tear him in pieces. 
Have no mercy on the poor poltroon, No, no, replied the victor, 
when a coward is a foe, tis cowardice indeed to be afraid. Let 


MF ill live. Death, from my hands, would be too great an 
*-- Honour, 1 ſhall know how to reign, and keep him ever in ſub- 


jection without danger. In ſhort, the dauntleſs Lion ruled his 
ſubjects with the wiſdom and good conduct of Minerva. The 
other was content to cringe, and creep, and fawn for trivial favours; 
and ſpent the poor remainder of his days, in ſhameful and inglo- 
rious eaſe, | 
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arrayed in all her glory, a young, gay Prince was walking 
in a curious garden. All on a ſudden, an unuſual ſound invades 
his ears; he turns about, and at a diſtance ſees a bee-hive. The 
novelty induced him to approach it. With pleaſure and amazement 
he obſerved the induſtry, the conduct and œconomy of that re- 
public. Their cells were very viſible, and regularly formed. One 

party was employed to fill thoſe cellars with nectar. Others 


brought in their ſtore of flowers, collected from the boſom of the 


ſpring. In this republic none lived in indolence and eaſe. Every 
one was full employed; but no one hurried, or confounded. 


Thoſe at the helm, directed the inferiors, who laboured all the day, 


without a murmur, or the leaſt reflection. As their exact obedi- 
ence was the peculiar object of the Prince's admiration. A Bee, 
whom all the commonwealth acknowledged as ſupreme, with grace- 
ful air approached, and thus addrefled him. The conomy, 


which you obſerve amongſt us, has been, I find, an amuſement to 
you: but make it rather, royal Sir, a leſſon of inſtruction. No 
factious fools, no lawleſs libertines, are known amongſt us. No 


one expects our favour and indulgence ; but he, who labours hard, 
and ſtudies to promote the public good. True merit is the only 
claim to poſts of truſt. We ſtudy night and day to be of ſervice to 
mankind. O! may I live to hail the day, when you ſhall copy \ 


us, and rule mankind by laws as juſt as ours ! 
| FABLE 


NE day, when gentle zephyrs fanned the air, and nature was 
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The B E E and the F L Y. 
NE day a BEE obſerved a Fry, that ſettled, as ſhe thought, 
too near her hive. In an imperious tone, ſhe cried, what is 


thy buſineſs ? How durſt thou, ſaucy thing, approach us regents of 
the air? The FLy, ironically, with a ſmile, replied ; amazing in- : 


folence ! wonderful preſumption truly ! How groundleſs is your 
reſentment ? Vou are a race of ſuch peeviſh, ill-natured, unſociable 


creatures, that none but fools would cer regard you. No nation 


| under the ſun, replied the BRE, has that good conduct and ceconomy 
as we have. Our laws are all peculiar to ourſelves, and our republic 
is the wonder of the world. We trade in nothing but celeſtial ho- 


ney, a liquor as delicious as the nectar of the Gods. Out of my 
fight, thou ſaucy, . worthleſs wretch, whoſe every meal's offenſive. 
The FLy replied, we make our lives as eaſy as we can: adyerlity's 
no crime, tho' paſſion is. Your honey, I allow, is to perfection pure; 


but your proud hearts are wretchedly polluted. Your laws with 
_ Juſtice all admire.” But then your conſtitutions are too warm: vo 


all take fire too ſoon. You'll ſacrifice your lives to gratify the leaſt 


ceſontment: "Tis better to be modeſt and good-natured, than haugh ty 
and imperious, and have ſo-nice a taſte for mere punctilios. 


N 
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F AB L E XXIII. 


The B E E s and the 8 I L K WORMS. 


NE day the Bees ſoared up as high as the throne of Jupiter, 


fell proſtrate at his feet, and with ſubmiſſion hoped for his 
indulgence, in return for their good offices of old, their former 
care of him when a helpleſs infant on Mount Ida. Jovue 


graciouſly accepted their addreſs, and thought it was juſt to grant 


them the precedence to all other inſects: but Minerva, who pre- 


| ſides o'er all the arts and ſciences, informed him, that there was 


another race as beneficial to mankind as they. — Their names, 
ſays Jove.— The Goddeſs anſwered him, the Silk- Worms — forth= 


with, the God commiſſioned Mercury to ſummon all their deputies, . 
and ordered proper zephyrs to attend him, who ſhould waft them 


on their gentle wings to high Olympus, that he himſelf might 


hear what the contending parties had to offer. The ambaſſadreſs 
from the republic of the Bees opened the ſolemn cauſe ; enlarged 


upon the ſweetneſs of their honey, the nectar of mankind, its 
various virtues, and its artful compoſition ; ; from thence proceeded 


to the wiſdom of their laws, and the exact œconomy of their 
republic. We, continued the female orator, and we alone can 


boaſt the honour of ſupporting the great father of the Gods, 
when, in a cave expoſed, a tender, helpleſs infant. Moreover, 


our courage in the field is equal to our induſtry at home; let but 


our royal leader bid us charge the foe, we bravely fight or die, 


Invincible affurance ! How could theſe Worms, theſe abject, 


* worthleſs 


a” 
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worthleſs inſects, think to diſpute this point with us ? Inſects, 
that only grovel upon earth; whilſt we have nobler powers ; with 
golden wings can mount the azure ſkies. To this the advocate 
for the Silk-Worms modeſtly replied. We readily acknowledge 
that we are but reptiles ; that we cannot boaſt that courage and 
good conduct which our antagoniſts moſt juſtly can, However, 
each individual member of our ſtate is a meer prodigy in nature, 
and for the public good conſumes his very vitals. Tho' lawleſs, 
ſtillywe live in peace. No civil diſcords e er diſtract our ſtate, to 
which the factious Bees are ever ſubject, Like Proteus we are 
ever changing, and tho' our form's but ſmall, we boaſt eleven, 
> gay, parti-coloured ringlets, beauteous as the bow of Iris, or the 
' moſt artificial flower. Our labours grace the monarch on the 
1 pi throne; nay more, they help to furniſh the gay temples of the 
5 Gods. Our manufacture's beautiful and laſting; not like their 
honey, which, tho' ſweet whilſt new, is very ſubject to decay. 
In ſhort, we transform ourſelves to little Beans; but Beans, that 
have a grateful ſmell; that ſtill retain their motion, and the ſigns 
of life. At laſt, we metamorphoſe into gaudy Butterflies. Then 
are our forms more beauteous than the bees; then we can boaſt 
as bold a flight tow'rds Heaven as they. I've nothing more to 
offer, but ſubmit to Fove. The God was at a loſs to give his 
final judgment in ſo nice a cauſe; at laſt, however, he declared in 
- favour of the Bees; ſince cuſtom time out of mind confirmed 
1 their right, How ungrateful ſhould I be, Jove added in excuſe, 
ſhould I degrade my friends, who ſerved me in diſtreſs. No, I'll 
ever own the favour. However, ſtill, in my private opinion, mankind 
have greater — to the Silk-Worms. 
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F A B L. E . XXIV. 
The Conceited O W I. 


\. Young Owsz, who, Narciſus-like, had ſurveyed himſelf 
4 A. with pleaſure in a chryſtal ſtream, and thought himſelf, not 
only fairer than the light, for Phabus is no deity of his, but fair 
as Night herſelf, his favourite Goddeſs, thus began his proud ſo- 
liloquy. How often have I offered incenſe to the Graces ! When 
I was born, fair Cytharea dreſt me in her ceſtos: ' Young ſmiling 
cupids fan their wanton wings around me. I'm now of age; 
Hymen ſhall bleſs me with a numerous iſſue, beauteous as myſelf : 
they ſhall in time become the glory of the groves, the darlings of 
the night! O] ſhould the race of Owls be once extinct, the loſs 
would be irreparable. Thrice happy muſt that fair one be, that 
ſhall be circled in my arms! Fired with theſe ſelf- conceited 
thoughts, he ſends the Crow to the dread monarch of the birds 
with bold propoſals of a match between himſelf and his fair 
daughter, the royal Eaglet. Fain would the Crow have been 
excuſed from this commiſſion. What reception can I expect, 
ſaid ſhe, in the propoſal of a match ſo viſibly unequal ? How can 
you imagine, that the Eaglet, who can, unhurt, gaze ſtedfaſt on 
the ſun, ſhould wed with you, whoſe tender eyes can't bear the 
dawn of day? Light and darkneſs can never poſſibly agree. You'd 

live forever in a ſtate of ſeparation. The ſelf-conceited Owl was 

deaf to all advice. The Crow, to ſooth his vanity, complied at 
Hft, and made the e They ſmiled at the ridiculous 
L 2 requeſt; 


\ 


now he finds his greateſt happineſs, and he reſolves to wed an Owl, 
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requeſt. However, the monarch anſwered; if your maſter be 
ambitious of my favour, let him meet me in the regions of the air 
to-morrow about mid-day. The proud ambitious fool attempts the 


flight. All on a ſudden a dim ſuffuſion veiled his eyes, unable to 


endure the radiant light, downwards he ſunk upon a rock. All the 
feathered race purſued, and ſtript him of his plumes. A cavern 
an humble tenant of the rock. The nuptials were conſummated at 
night; and as they both were blind, they thought each other fair. 
Pride will have its fall, We ſhould not aim to ſhine in ſpheres we 
cannot poſſibly adorn. 1 


FABLE 
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9 LEOBULUS ad PHILLIS. 
- Penſive fiphend 6 once led his. flock to ee on the flow' ry 
banks of the river Achelius, The Fauns and Satyrs, that 
hy concealed in the adjacent groves, danced on the verdant graſs 
to his melodious pipe. The water-nymphs, ſporting beneath the 
waves, advanced amidſt the ruſhes, attentive to his charming muſic. 
Achelous too, reclining on his urn, reared up his head, which, ſince 
his combat. with the mighty Hercules, had loſt a horn, and the har- 
monious ſounds ſuſpended for a time the tortures of the vanquiſhed 
God. The admiring Naiades made no impreſſion on the ſwain: 
Pra1LL1s alone was the dear object of his wiſhes ; ; PHILLIS, the plain, 
the modeſt nymph, the beauty unadorned ; who never ſhone with. 
| borrowed rays ; contented with thoſe charms alone the Graces gave 
her. PrizLts went from home into the meadows,. thoughtful of 
nothing but her tender flock, herſelf alone inſenſible of all her 
charms; the neighb' ring nymphs grew jealous: The ſwain adored: 
her, but wanted courage to declare his paſſion. Her ſevere virtue 
and unaffected modeſty, thoſe never-dying charms of beauty, that 
awed her lovers, and kept them at a diſtance, were the chief abjects 
of his admiration ; but Cupid is a ſubtle God.; a thouſand lit-- 
tle arts he ſoon invents that ſhall reveal the ſecret. The ſhep- 
herd ſoon concluded the pleaſing, tho' unſtudied ſong he had begun, 
to introduce another, more artificial, that might melt his charmer 


down to love. He knew her taſte ;. that. ſhe admired. ſtories of 
Heroic 
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heroic virtue. He ſung, therefore, under a. fictitious name, his 
own adventures; for in thoſe days heroes themſelves were ſhepherds, 
and condeſcended to their dreſs. Thus then he began his martial 
ſong. When Polynices went to the ſiege of Thebes, in hopes to de- 
throne his brother Ezeocles, all the Grecian powers eſpouſed his 
cauſe, and armed in their chariots, lay before the city. Here 
Adraſtus, father-in-law to the great Polynices, with fury urged the 
war: Thouſands fell victims to his ſword ; as the yellow harveſt 
bends beneath the fickle. There Amphiarins, the celebrated ſor- 

cerer, who had foretold his own untimely fate, mingled amongſt. 
the crowd, when, on a ſudden, the earth gaped wide, and ſwallowed 
him to quick deſtruction. As he. was tumbling down the dark 
abyſs, he curſt his planet, and his day of marriage. At ſome ſmall 
diſtance, the two ſons of Oedipus were cloſe engaged in dreadful 
combat. As the Leopard and the Tyger, when they meet upon the 
rocks of Caucaſus, with inbred fury contend for victory; ſo theſe 
irreconcileable heroes fought rolling upon the ground, reſolved to 
die or conquer. During this unnatural engagement Cleobulus, an 
attendant on Polynices, oppoſed a mighty Theban, a favourite of Mars. 
The arrow, which the Theban threw, directed by the God himſelf, 

had ſealed the fate of young CLEOBULUS, had he not, with incre- 
dible activity, ſprung from the deadly blow. CLzoBUuLUs, in a 
moment, turned upon the Theban, and with his jav'lin ſtruck him 
to the heart. The recking blood guſhed from the gaping wound ; 

his eyes grew dim and languiſhing ; his foul lay ſtruggling to be 
looſed, and death ſoon caſt his fable veil o'er all his manly features. 
Soon as the dear partner of his bed diſcerned from a high tower her 
huſband's fall, her lovely eyes were drowned in floods 'of forrow. 
Thrice happy ſoldier, tho! thus vanquiſhed to be ſo pitied, and ſo 
well beloved! With how much tranſport could J yield to fate on 


ſuch conditions! ! What iS TR, what is beauty, and a thirſt for fame; 
| if 


- 
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if the fair nymph, the object of our wiſhes, Rill diſdains us? PurL- 
Lis, who liſtened with attention to his charming ſong, was now 
convinced, the ſhepherd was himſelf CL EOBUTus, that flew the 
Theban. His conqueſt now began to fire her heart; ſhe views his 
beauties with a lover's eye, and pities all his pains. The fair now 
gives her hand, and plights her faith; In a few days, Hymen con- 
| firmed their j joys. The neighb'ring ſwains, the rural Deities them- 
ſelves, with-envious eyes, behold the happy pair. They lived to- 
gether to a good old age, and ſpent their days, like the famed 
Baucts and Philemon, in rural ſports, in | innocence and love. 
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FABLE XXVI. 


CHROMIS and MN. 


ASYLUS. 


IM Fe Cn . . 


OW aka this grotto is! What ſtately trees! How thick and 
verdant are the leaves! How gloomy are the walks How 
ſweetly Philomela tells her mournful tale! 7 


2 


MnasyLvus. 5 = 


True, theſe are charms; but there are nobler objects Rill in 
VIEW. | 


CHROMIS. 
What | thoſe ſtatues do you mean ? For my part, I can oe no 
beauty in them. How unpoliſhed that firlt figure ſeems to be! 


MAS VL uus. 

Tis the image of a beauty for all that. But no more on that 
topic. For a brother-ſwain, you know, has ſaid all that can poſſi- 

bly be offered in its commendation. 5 


CAR OM I 83 


Then you mean that ſhepherdeſs, I preſume, that bends over the 
fountain. 


Ty MNASY LSV. 
No, no, nor that. Our Lyc:das has tuned her praiſes on his tural 
pipe; and who ſhall after him preſume to ling ? 


| CHROMIS. 
Then you muſt certainly mean that young figure in the corner, 


MNASYLUus, 


— 
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MNASY LUS. 1 804 | | 


bog 1 do Colt you e it has not that rural air as the her two 


have,—'Tis a Goddeſs, you muſt know. Pomona, or one of her 
attendants at leaſt: in her right hand, ſhe graſps a cornucopiæ, filled 


| with autumnal fruits; in her left an urn, from whence, with a 


profuſe hand, ſhe ſcatters gold; poſſeſſed a at once of the gay products 


of the earth, the wealth of nature, and thoſe richer treaſures 
5 which mankind adore. 


CHROM IS. 
* ſhe declines her head | —Is that an artful * 7 


| MNAS Y LU 8. : 
Ves :—for all ſtatues, if elevated high, to be ſurveyed below, 


ſand in the faireſt poune of light, when they incline. 


CHROMI s. 
But is not that head-dreſs ſomething particular? None of our 


modern beauties ever dreſs ſo. 


| Mnas Y 1 U 8. 
That may be ; but the air is very careleſs and becoming not- 
withſtanding. How curiouſly ſome hairs are parted all before 
How gracefully ſome locks hang curling on each fide ; ; whilſt 4 
gay riband binds the reſt behind ! 


n o MIS. 
Your opinion of the drapery —Why, pray, ſo many folds ? 


:  MNAS$YLUs. 
Oh !—'ttis 4-la-negligee.—A girdle, you ſee, tucks up her gown, 


that ſhe may trace the grove with greater freedom: the looſe, 


- 


flowing drapery is much more graceful than a formal dreſs, One 


would almoſt imagine, that the ſtatuary had ſoftened the very mar- 


ble, the plaits are ſo natural, —If you obſerve, there are ſome parts 


viſibly naked thto the veil. The ſoftneſs of the fleſh, added to 
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&. 
the beauty of the drapery, ſtrikes the eye at once, and makes the 
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Whole a raviſhing performacdge . 


)) nr 3c: is of OO de IEN 3 

Ho, ho | I find your affect taſte.—You talk like an artiſt. — But 
pray tell me, fince you are ſuch a critic, was that cornucopiz plucked 
by Alcides from the head of Achelius, or was it Amalthed' „ the 
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famed nurſe of Joe? n 


|  MnasyYLuUs Se 32 
That's a queſtion too curious to be reſolved i in a moment. —th- 
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F HY fits Melanthus thus dejected and forlorn ? No real, but 
I Y imaginary'ills torment him. His affairs move ſmoothly - 
on; his friends all ſtudy to oblige him. Why then, —why puts he 
on this melancholy gloom ? Laſt night he went to bed the darling 
of mankind ; but when he roſe, a trifle diſcompoſed him ; the 
morning low'red, and heavily brought on the day; all around him 
were in pain. No his friends bluſh for ſhame. They muſt con- 
ceal him: his mind's all dark and gloomy, filled with imaginary 
fears. He ſighs, and like an infant weeps; with horror like a lion 
roars, A melancholy cloud darkens his underſtanding : ink is not 
blacker than his thought. Talk not to him of any thing he values 
moſt in life; for what he ſo admires is in a moment the object of 
his ſcorn and hatred. His boon companions, who, but the day 
before, were favourite friends, are now grown tedious, and he re- 
ſolves to ſhake them off forever. He ſeeks all occaſions to contra- 
dict, to make complaints, to exaſperate all about him ; then frets 
that his reſentments don't - provoke them. Sometimes, with his 


_ clinched fiſts, he beats the empty air; as, with his goring horns, 
85 j ͤ 5 | the 
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the bull runs furious, and combats with the Win l. When he a 
wants a proper opportunity to rail at others, he directs his diſcourſe 
to- himſelf, blames his own ill- conduct, calls himſelf worthleſs 
coxcomb, ſits down diſconſolate, and takes it ill if you attempt to 
pity, or redreſs him. One moment he would be alone; the next, 
3 retirement 1s inſupportable. He ſeeks his company again ; again 
is churliſh, and ill-natured. If they don't talk, their filence i is at- 
fected and offenſive. If they whiſper, he liſtens with a jealous ear. a 
If they diſcoutſe too loud, they talk too much, and are too gay and | 
airy. If dull and penſive, he thinks it a tacit reflection on him- 
ſelf. If they laugh, he imagines that his conduct is the ſubject of 
| their ridicule. What muſt be done ?—Be as patient, as he is im- 
. pertinent, and wait, in friendly hope, he'll be again to day, as pru- | 
dent as he was the day before. This unaccountable humour ebbs 
and flows ; when it affects Him, it may properly be called the ſpring 
of a machine that will ſoon fall to pieces. Juſt ſo, we ſhould de- 
be a man, tormented with a devil; reaſon is turned the wrong 
fide outward. Tis folly's maſter-piece. Make the experiment. 
You may perſuade him that 'tis night, when the ſun ſhines in his 
full glory; for night and day are equilly the ſame to an imagination 
ſo ruffled and diſturbed. Sometimes, he'll reflect with admiration 
on his exceſs of humour ; and ſmile amidſt his gloomy thoughts at : 
his egregious flights. But how ſhall we prevent theſe outrages of 858 
nature, and allay the riſing ſtorm ?—It is not in the power of art. 
We have no almanack extant to ſettle ſuch precarious weather. 
Be cautious how you ſay, to-morrow we'll divert ourſelves in ſuch 
or ſuch a garden; the man to-morrow is another creature, | That 
which he engages to perforin one moment, is the next forgot; tis 
to no e to remind him of his verbal promiſe. But inſtead, 
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you'll find an unaccountable ſomewhat, which neither has, -nor can 
have any proper name or form, and is impoſlible to be defined, like 
Proteus ever changing. Study him well; then paſs your judgment. 
In a moment he'll be the ſame he was before. This fickle humour 
will, and will not; he plays the bully and the coward ;\ mingles 
the moſt ſavage inſults with the vileſt and moſt low ſubmiſſions. 
He plays the merry Andrew, weeps, ſmiles, and raves ; and in thoſe 


fits is moſt extravagant. He is diverting, florid, artificial, full of 


evaſions, without one ray of reaſon. Never tell him he is not juſt, 
punctual, or a man of judgment: he'll ſurely take the advantage, 
and retort upon you. He'll reſign his folly, and reſume the man of 
ſenſe,” for the mere ſatisfaction of. convincing you, that you are 
otherwiſe. Like a bubble, blown up in the air, his reaſon's in a 
moment loſt, and never heard of more. He never knows the real 
cauſe of his diſpleaſure ; he only knows that he is, and will be diſ- 
pleaſed ; nay, ſometimes he ſcarce knows even that. He imagines | 
oftentimes, that his friends who talk with him are warm; whilſt 
he alone is cool. He's like a man afflicted with the jaundice, Who 
fanſies every object in his view is yellow; tho that colour is only 
in his own eyes, and the effect of his diſtemper. However, are 
there no perſons whom he peculiarly regards, who are his favourite 
friends ?—No! his caprice yields to none; all feel the effects of it 
alike. He vents his paſſion on the firſt that comes; friends and 
foes are all the ſame, in caſe he can but gratify his humour. He'll 
caſt his vile reflections on the very perſons to whom he lies under 
the greateſt obligations. He deſpiſes their friendſhip. They 
{light him, dun him, blaſt his character; he values no man living. 
Have patience but a moment, and the ſcene is changed. He thinks 
himſelf obliged to all mankind; he reſpects them; they regard 


him; he une and flatters; they, who before thought ill of him, 
are 
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POUR L EDUCATION 


De feu Monſeigneur le Duc de Bourgogne. 


n 
Les Ava TURES d ARISTONOUS. 


OrnRON VME ayant perdu les biens de ſes Ancetres par des 

naufrages, & par d'autres malheurs, sen conſoloit par ſa 
vertu dans I'Iſle de Delos. La il chantoit ſur une Lyre d'or 
les merveilles du Dieu qu'on y adore. Ill cultivoit les Muſes, dont 
il etoit aime : il recherchoit curieuſement tous les ſecrets de la nature, 
le cours des aſtres & des cieux, l'ordre des elemens, la ſtructure de 
Univers qu'il meſuroit de ſon compas, la vertu des plantes, la con- 
formation des animaux : mais ſur-tout il $'etudioit lui-meme, & 
&appliquoit à orner ſon ame par la vertu. Ainſi la Fortune en vou- 


lant Vabattre Vavoit cleve à la veritable gloire, qui eſt celle de la 
lageſſe. 
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Pendant qu F vivoit heureux fans biens dans cette retraite, il ap- | 
pergut un jour ſur le rivage de la mer un vieillard venerable, qui 
lui Etoit inconnu : & ctoit un Etranger qui venoit #aborder en 11fle. 
Ce vieillard admiroit les bords de la mer, od il ſavoit que cette Iſle 


avoit été autrefois flottante: f conſidéroit ostte cdte, oli $ 'dlev6ient, 


au- deffus des ſables & des rochers, de petites collines toujours cou- 
vertes d'un gaſon naiſſant & fleuri: il ne pouvoit aſſez regarder les 
fontaines pures, & les ruiſſeaux rapides qui arroſoient cette déli- 
cieuſe campagne: il s 'avangoit vers les boecages facres qui environ- 


nent le temple du Dieu: il etoit ẽtonné de voir cette verdure que 


les aquilons n'oſent j Jamais ternir; & il conſideroit deja le temple, 
d'un marbre de Paros plus blanc que la neige, environné de hautes 
colomnes de jaſpe. SorHRON VME n'etoit pas moins attentif 2 à con- 
fidẽrer ce viallard. Sa barbe blanche tomboit for ſa poitrine; ſon 


viſage ride n'avoit rien de difforme : il étoit encore exempt des 
injures d'une vieilleſſe caduque: ſes yeux montroient une douce 
vivacite : fa taille etoit haute & majeſtueuſe, mais un peu courbee ; 
+ & un baton d'ivoire le ſoutenoit. O etranger, lui dit SOPHRONY M ; þ | 


que cherchez-vous dans cette Ile, qui vous patoit inconnue ? 81 


c' eſt le temple du Dieu, vous le voyez de loin; & je m'offre de vous 


y conduire: car je crains les Dieux, & J'ai appris ee due N, 


veut qu on faſſe pour ſecourir les étrangers. 


Jaceepte, repondit ce vitillard, | Toffre que vous me faltet avec 
tant de marques de bontè. Je prie les Dieux de recompenſer votre 
amour pour les Etrangers. Allons vers le temple. Dans le chemin 
il raconta à SoPHRONYME le ſujet de ſon voyage: je m'appelle, 


dit-il, ArisToNoivus, natif de Clazomene, ville d'Jonie, ſituce ſur 
| orig cõte agreable qui s'avance dans la mer, & ſemble s aller joindre 


à VIſle de Chio, fortunce patrie d'Homere. . Je naquis de Parens | 


puree; quoique nobles. Mon * on PoLYSTRATE, qui 
, toit 


* 


. * 


1 
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ktoit deja 3 d'une nombreuſe famille, ne voulut Point m'elever : 
il me fit expoſer par un de ſes amis de Teos; Une vicille femme 
d Erythire, qui avoit du bien aupres du lieu on l'on m'expoſa, me 

nourrit de lait de chevre dans ſa maiſon : mais, comme elle avoit 3 
peine de quoi vivre, des que je fus en age de ſervir, elle me vendit 
à un marchand d'eſclaves qui me mena dans la Lycie. Il me vendit 
A Patare à un homme riche & vertueux, nommè Aleine. Cet Alcine | 
eut ſoin de moi dans ma jeuneſſe. Je lui parus docile, modere, 
ſincere, affectionné, & applique a toutes les choſes honnetes dont 
on voulut m'inſtruire. Il me devoua aux arts qu Apollon favoriſe: 
il me fit dre la muſique, les exercices du corps, & ſur- tout 
Yart de guerir les plaies des hommes. Jacquis bientôt une aſlez 
grande reputation dans cet art, qui eſt fi néceſſaire; & Apollon, qui 
m'inſpira, me decouvrit des ſecrets merveilleux. Alcine qui m'aimoit 
de plus en plus, & qui &toit ravi de voir le ſucces de ſes ſoins pour 
moi, m'affranchit, & m'envoya a Damoc/es, Roi de Lycaome, qui 
vivant dans les delices aimoit la vie; & craignoit de la perdre. Ce 
roi pour me retenir me donna de grandes richeſſes. Quelques annees 
apres, Damocl?s mourut. Son fils, irrite contre moi par des flateurs, 
ſervit ame aalen de toutes les choſes qui ont de I'<clat. * ſentis 


mon e . ee y retrouver "be, qui i m wavoit nourri, & 
qui Etoit le premier auteur de toute ma fortune. En arrivant dans 
ce pays, Jappris qu'Alcine etoit mort apres avoir perdu ſes biens, 
& ſouffert avec beaucoup de conſtance les malheurs de ſa vieilleſſe. 
Fallai repandre des fleurs & des larmes ſur ſes cendres; je mis une 
inſcription hotfSrable ſur ſon tombeau, & je demandai ce qu toient 
devenus ſes enfans. On me dit que le ſeul qui Etoit reſts E nomme 
went ak ne pouvant ſe-reſodre à paroitre ſans biens dans fa patrie, 
ou len Pare Avoit eu tant d'eclat, 8'etoit. embarque dans un vaiſſeau 
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etranger, pour aller mener une vie obſcure dans quelque Iſle ecartee 
de la mer. On m'ajoũta que cet Orcilogue avoit fait naufrage, peu 
de temps apres, vers I'Iſle de Carphate ; & qu ainſi il ne reſtoit plus 
rien de la famille de mon bienfaiteur Alcine. Aufſitôt je ſongeai à 
acheter la maiſon ou il ayoit demeure, avec les champs tertiles qu'il 
poſſedoit autour. J'ttois bien-aiſe'de revoir ces lieux, qui me rap- 


pellotent le doux ſouvenir d'un age fi agreable, & d'un fi bon maitre. 


Il me ſembloit que jetois encore dans cette fleur de mes premieres 


g années, od Javois ſervi Alcine. A peine eus- je achete des creanciers 


les biens de fa ſucceſſion, que je fus oblige d'aller a Clazomene. Mon 
pere Polyſtrate, & ma mere Phidile Etoient morts: j avois pluſieurs 
freres qui vivoient mal enſemble. Aufli-tdt que je fus arrive-a Cla- 
2omene, je me preſentai à eux avec un habit ſimple, comme un 
homme depourvil de biens, en leur montrant les marques avec leſ- 


quelles vous ſavez qu'on à ſoin d' expoſer les enfans. Ils furent 


etonnès de voir ainſi augmenter le nombre des heritiers de Polyſtrate, 
qui devoient partager ſa petite ſucceſſion: ils voulurent mème me 
conteſter ma naiſſance, & ils refuſerent devant les juges de me recon- 
notre. Alors, pour punir leur inhumanité, je declarai que je con- 
ſentois A Etre comme un Etranger pour eux: je demandai qu' ils 
fuſſent exclus pour jamais d' etre mes heritiers. Les juges Vordon- 
nerent ; & alors je montrai les richeſſes que j avois apport&es dans 
mon vaiſſeau; je leur decouvris que j tois cet Ax Isos qui 
avoit acquis tant de tréſors auprès de Damacles Roi de Lycaonie, & 


que je ne m 'Etois jamais marie. 
Mes freres ſe repentirent de m'avoir traité fi injuſtement ; & dans 


le defir de pouvoir ètre un jours mes heritiers, ils firent les derniers 


efforts, mais inutilement, pour $'infinuer dans mon amitié. Leur 
diviſion fut cauſe que les biens de notre pere furent vendus. Je les 


achetai; & 1 eurent la douleur de voir tout le bien de notre pere 


paſſer 
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paſſer dans les mains de cell a qui ils n avoient pas voulu en donner 
la moindre partie. Ainſi ils tomberent tous dans une affreuſe pau- 
vreté: mais, apres qu'ils eurent aſſez ſenti leur faute, je voulus leur 
montrer mon bon naturel : je leur pardonnai, je les regus dans ma 


maiſon, je leur donnai à chacun de quoi gagner du bien dans le com- 


merce de la mer, je les reunis tous: eux & leurs enfans demeurerent 
enſemble paiſiblement chez moi: je devins le pere commun de toutes 
ces differentes familles. Par leut union, & par leur application au 
travail, ils amaſſerent bient6t des richeſſes confiderables. Cependant 


la vieilleſſe, comme vous le voyez, eſt venue frapper à ma porte, 
elle a blanchi mes cheveux, & ride mon viſage : elle m'avertit que 


je ne jouirai pas long- temps d'une fi parfaite proſperite, Avant que 


de mourir, j'ai voulu voir encore une derniere fois cette terre qui 


m'eſt fi chere, & qui me touche plus que ma patrie meme ; cette 
pcie oh j'ai appris a Etre bon & ſage, - ſous la conduite du vertueux 
Alcine. En y repaſſant par mer, j'ai trouve un marchand d'une des 
Iſles Cyclades, qui m'a afſure qu'il reſtoit encore à Delos un fils 
d'Orciloque, qui imitoit la ſageſſe & la vertu de ſon grand pere Alcine. 
Auflit0t j'ai quitté la route de LJycie, & je me ſuis hate de venir 
chercher, ſous les auſpices d' Apollon, dans fon Ile, ce precieux 
reſte d'une famille à qui je dois tout. Il me reſte peu de temps a 
vivre: la Parque, ennemie de ce doux repos que les Dieux accordent 
ſi rarement aux mortels, ſe hatera de trancher mes jours; mais je 
ſerai content de mourir, pour que mes yeux, avant que de ſe 
fermer à la lumiere, aient vũ le petit-fils de mon maitre. Parlez 

| maintenant, 6 vous qui habitez avec lui dans cette Iſle, le connoiſſez- 


vous? Pouvez-yous me dire ou je le trouverai ? Si vous me le faites 


voir, puiſſent les Dieux en recompenſe vous fair voir ſur vos genoux 
les enfans de vos enfans juſqu'a la cinquieme generation : Puiſſent 
les Dieux conſerver toute votre maiſon dans la paix & dans l'abon- 
| dance, 


#&P: 
$92.5 % : 
2 Inn + 


„ 
3 
P 


- — "©; x 


hy EK — 
er 
- <4 — 


1 
* 
1 
* 
f 
: 
a » 7 c 
$ 
; 5 
; iff 
v 
<: 
1 
+3, ; 
+ 
17 : 
* 
5 
14 
\ 
{y i 
be 
Ma . 
. 
. 4 
1 
+33 
By 
4 : 
* 
. 
37 
* 
48 : 
43% 8 
. ; 
wy 
13 
is 
73 | 
169} 
1 bt 
27 bf 
1H 
by 
2111 «Ht 
. 
1 
Mr 
442 
. 
ix , 
88 
pt 
3-510 ö 
bit 5 « 
15 BY 
43 
i» 1 1 
79 
+; BY 
23 
ory ie 
14. 
13 8 > 
T % : 
348 
4 N 
. 
* 'S 
7? 
. 1 LJ 
3 
i 
"18 ' 
. 
1 #28 
A - 
Ws i 
4 : 
73; 
15 ' 
1 
2 . 
11.2388 
"x; 
7 * 
11540 
Y. * 
8 
£ * \ 
nies : 
1 
N N 
*4 : 
7 24 : 7 
4 
is E 
. 1 
91 
ET 
8 1 
DEE 11 ; * 
4 81 þ 
71 o 
. 
v1 
<> 
HELL L 
131 | 
| : 
y 
8 s 
* iT 
"Thy 
+ +263 
3044 
* G 
1 
* 
1 
r , 
» 
ns 
5143 þ 
h 14 
'E 3 4 
iin 
Hi = 
43% : 
| * : 
[ - U 
V 4-44 
4% I 
* * 
+», 5.3 
1 
43} . 
1 
„ 
95 
1 
© 
BE 
1 , 
1 © * 
8 
1 
P * : 
ne + 
17 17 NE 
1 
8 
i 
N 1 
a 2 
14 x "x - 
ery 
21s iy 
1 
n 
* by : 
: i 
T7 7 8 
3, - 
l 
5 
1 . 
1 
bt \ 1.866 
. T 
4 39 
1 . 
Ne 1 
bd 13. Ft 
r 
Fade; 
1 
* kn * * 
Bd 5 'F 
Yee BY 
&: %z 
LI HY 
$5 
6790 
14 oth 
127 by 
44 11" 
. 
* 
i 
M* 4 
* [1 
1:88 
1 1 
. 
4+ 70 
1 
1 3 
* [EN 
$1 AY 
4 of 
42 
Ma F 0 
+ 
: by, 
we 
43-4 
1 
19% 
3:78 
4 „ 
5 ** 
£8.) 
Is 
1 1 
3 
+% 4 
. 
1 „ 
— 1 
7 
b Wi 
* 12 
1 
| 15 
14 . 


„ n 
S ne ITY 


N —— ga - bk PL A; 3 — — - » * _ 
—— « — - — 2. — 7 0 25 — 13 22 * F 7 SEAT BTL 7 07 RA be rh SS IS ghd 8 
— 3 4 a, 4 * abs Erle rw. _ — on. 233 "+>" DNS E 1 — — IR OA — — 
— * — Tg * „* — 33 $4 — + es AD -_ 2 » 4 
= The — 
- 


- 
6 
"> 


'E 


i RECUEBIL. 


dance, pour Fruit de votre vertu Pendant qu'AR1sToNoiis parloit 
ainſi, SoPHRONYME verſoit des larmes meldes de j Joie & de douleur. 
Enfin il ſe jette ſans pouvoir parler au cou du vieillard, il T embraſſe, 


il le ſerre, & il pouſſe avec peine ces paroles entrecoupees des ſoupirs: 


je ſuis, 6 mon pere, celui que vous cherchez : vous voyez SopHRO- 


NVE, petit · fils de votre ami Alcine, c'eſt moi; & je ne puis douter 


en vous Ecoutant, que les Dieux ne vous aient envoys ici pour adoucir 
mes maux. La reconnoiſſance qui ſembloit perdue ſur la terre ſe 


retrouve en vous ſeul. Javois oui dire dans mon enfance, qu'un 
homme celebre & riche, établi en Lycaonie, avoit été nourri chez 


mon grand- pere: mais comme Orcilague mon pere, qui eſt mort 


jeune, me laiſſa au berceau, je n'ai ſu ces choſes que confuſement. 
je mai oſè aller en pig rene Fincertitude; & j ai mieux aimè de- 


meurer dans cette iſle, me conſolant dans mes malheurs par le mé- 
pris de vaines richeſſe, & par le doux emploi des cultiver les Muſes 
dans la maiſon ſacree d Apollon. La ſageſſe qui accoutùme les hommes 
a ſe paſſer de peu, & a<&tre tranquilles, m'a tenu lien juſqu'' ict de 
tous les autres biens. 

En achevant ces paroles, SoPHRONYME ſe voyant arrive au temple, 
propoſa à ArIsToNnoiis d'y faire ſa priere & ſes offrandes. Ils firent 
au Dieu un ſacrifice de deux brebis plus blanches que la neige, & 
d'un taureau qui avoit un eroiſſant ſur le front entre les deux cornes : 
enſuite ils chanterent des vers en Fhonneur du Dieu qui eclaire Tuni- 


vers, qui regle les ſaiſons, qui preſide aux ſciences, & qui anime le 
chœur des neuf Muſes. Au ſortir du temple SorhRONV ME & AkIS- 


roxoüs paſſerent le reſte du jour a ſe raconter leurs avantures. So- 
PHRONYME regut chez lui le vieillard avec la tendreſſe & le reſpect 
qu'il auroit temoigne a Aline meme, s'il eat Ete encore vivant. Le 
lendemain ils partirent enſemble, & firent voile vers la Lycie. Akls- 
TONous mena SOPHRONYME dans une fertile campagne ſur le bord 

— 
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du fleuve Kante, dans les ondes duquel Apollon au retour de la chaſſe, 
couvert de pouſſiere, a tant de fois plonge ſon corps, & lave ſes beaux 
cheveux blonds. Ils trouverent le long de ce fleuve des peupliers & 

des ſaules, dont la verdure tendre & naiſſante cachoit les nids d'un 
nombre infini d'oiſeaux, qui chantoient nuit & jour. Le fleuve 
tombant d'un focher, avec beaucoup de bruit & d'ecume, briſoit ſes 
flots dans un canal plein de petits cailloux: toute la plaine étoit cou- 
verte de moiſſons dorees : les collines, qui s' elevoient en amphithe- 
atre, Etoient chargees de ſeps de vignes & d'arbres fruitiers. La toute 
la nature etoit riante & gracieuſe, le ciel Etoit doux and ſerein, & la 
terte toujours prete A tirer de ſon ſein de nouvelles richeſſe pour payer 
les peines du laboureur. En s' avangant le long du fleuve, SoPHRO- 
NYME appergut une maiſon ſimple & mediocre, mais d'une archi- 
tectute agreable, avec de juſtes proportion. Il n'y trouva ni marbre, 
ni or, ni argent, ni ivoire, ni meubles de pourple: tout y Etoit 
propre & plein d'agremens & de commodites, ſans magnificence. 
Une fontaine couloit au milieu de la cour, & formoit un petit canal 
le long d'un tapis verd : les jardins n'Etoient point vaſtes : on y 
voyoit des fruit & des plantes utiles pour nourrir les hommes : aux 
deux cotes du jardin paroifſoient deux bocages, dont les arbres etoient 
preſque auſſi anciens que la terre leur mere, & dont les rameaux 
Epais faiſoient une ombre impenetrable aux rayons du ſoleil. Ils en- 
trerent dans un falon où ils firent un doux repas des mets que la na- 
ture fourniſſoit dans les jardins: & on n'y voyoit rien de ce que la 
delicateſſe des hommes va chercher ſi loin & ſi cherement dans les 
villes. C'etoit du lait auſſi doux que celui qu' Apollon avoit le ſoin 
de traire pendant qu'il Etoit berger chez le roi Admete : cetoit du 
miel plus exquis que celui des abeilles d' Hybla en Sicile, ou du mont 
Hymette dans I Attique: il y avoit des legumes du jardin, & des fruits 
qu'on venoit de cueillir. Un vin plus delicieux que le nectar cou- 
loit 
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loit des grands vaſes dans des coupes ciſelees. Pendant ce repas frugal, 
mais doux & tranquille, Ar1sToNnoiis ne voulut point ſe mettre a 
table. D'abord il fit ce qu'il put, ſous divers pretextes, pour cacher 


ſa modeſtie : mais enfin, comme SoPHRONYME voulut le preſſer, il 
declara qu'il ne ſe rẽſoudroit jamais a manger avec le petit-fils dA. 


cine, qu'il avoit fi long-temps ſervi dans la meme ſalle. Voila, lui 
diſoit - il, où ce ſage vieillard avoit accoutume de manger: voila où il 
converſoit avec ſes amis: voila od il jouoit à divers j Jeux: voici où il 
ſe promenoit en liſante Heſiode & Homere : voici où il ſe repoſoit la 


nuit. En rapellant ces circonſtances, fon cœur s8'attendrifſoit, & les 


larmes couloient de ſes yeux. Apres le repas, il mena SOPHRONYME 
voir la belle prairie ou erroient ſes grand troupeaux, mugiſſans ſur 
le bord du fleuve. Puis ils appercurent les troupeaux de moutons qui 


revenoient de gras paturages : les meres belantes, & plein de lait, y 
etoient ſuivies de leurs petits agneaux bondiſſans. On voyoit par 
tout les ouvriers emprefſes, qui aimoient le travail pour Tinteret de 


leur maitre doux & humain, qui ſe faiſoit aimer d eux, & leur adou- 
ciſſoit les peines de Peſclavage. 446 5 
Axkls ro üs ayant montre a SoPHRONYME cette e maiſon, ces ue. 
claves, ces troupeaux, & ces terres devenues fi fertiles par une ſoi- 
gneuſe culture, lui dit ces paroles : Je ſuis ravie de vous voir dans 
Vancien patrimoine de vos ancetres : me voila content puiſque je 
vous mets en poſſeſſion. du lieu ou j'ai ſervi fi long-temps Alcine. 
Jouiſſez en paix de ce qui etoit à lui: vivez heureux, & preparez- 
vous de loin par votre vigilance une fin plus douce que la fienne., En 


meme-temps i il lui fait une donation de ce bien, avec toutes les ſolem- 


nités préſcrites par les Loix; & il declare qu il exclut de fa ſucceſ- 
ſion ſes heritiers naturels, ſi jamais ils ſont aſſez ingrats pour conteſ- 
ter la donation qu'il a faite au petit fils 4 Alcine ſon bien: faiteur. 
Mais ce n'eſt pas afſez pour contenter le eœur d' AR1sTowoiis, Avant 


que 
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8 que de donner ſa maiſon, il rorne toute entiere de meubles neufs, 
ſimples & modeſtes, Ala verité, mais propres & agreables: il remplit 
les greniers des riches preſens de Crs, & le celier d'un vin de Chis, 
| digne d'etre ſervi par la main de Hebe ou de Ganymede à la table du 
grand Jupiter: : iy met auſſi du vin Parmenien, avec une abondante 
proviſion de mie! 4 Eymette & 4 Hybla, & d'huile 4 Attique, preſque 
auſſi douce que le mie] meme. Enfin il y ajoũte d'innombrables 
toiſons d'une laine fine & blanche comme la neige, riches depouilles 
des tendres brebis « qui i paiſſoient ſur les montagnes 4 Arcadie, & dans 
les gras piturages de Sicile. C'eſt en cet Etat qu'il donne ſa maiſon A 
SOPHRONYME: : il lui donne encore cinquante talens Euboiques, & 

| reſerve ? a ſes parens les biens qu'il poſſede dans la Peninſule de Cla- 
Zomene, aux environs de Smyrne, de Lebede & de Colophon, qui Etoient 
d'un tres-grand prix. La donation Etant faite, Ax1sTonoiis ſe rem- 
barque dans ſon vaiſſeau pour retourner dans I Ionie. SOPRHONYME, 
Etonne, & attendri par des bienfaits fi magnifiques, Yaccompagne 
juſqu au vaifſeau les larmes aux yeux, le nommant toujours ſon pere, 
& le ſerrant entre ſes bras. ARtsToNoiis arriva bient6t chez lui par 
une heureuſe navigation, Aucun de fes parens n'oſa ſe plaindre de ce 
qu'il venoit de donner à SOPHRONYME. Tai laifle, leur diſoit-il, 
pour derniere volonte dans mon teſtament cet ordre, que tous mes 
biens ſeront vendus & diſtribues aux pauvres de U1onte, ſi jamais au- 
cun de vous s oppoſe au don que je viens de faire au petit-fils 4. A 
cine. Le ſage Vieillard vivoit en paix, & jouiſſoit des biens que les 
Dieux avoient accordes à fa vertu: Chaque année, malgre ſa vieilleſſe, 
il faiſoit un voyage en Lycte pour revoir SOPHRONYME, & pour aller 
faire un ſacrifice ſur le tombeau 4 Albine, qu'il avoit enrichi des plus 
beaux ornemens de architecture & de la ſculpture. Il avoit ordonne 
que ſes prepres cendres, apres ſa mort, ſeroient portees dans le meme 


tombeau, afin an elles repoſaſſent avec celles de ſon cher maitre. 
Cc | Chaque 
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Chaque rn au Printemps, Bopn BOE impatient de le revoir, 
avoit fans ceſſe les yeux tournes vers le rivage de la mer, pour tacher 
de découvrir le vaiſſeau d AR Is ros, qui arrivoit dans cette ſaiſon. 
Chaqve annse il avoit le plaiſir de voir venir de loin au travers des 
ondes ameres ce vaiſſeau qui lui toit ſi cher: & la venue de ce vaiſ⸗ 
ſeau lui ẽtoit inſiniment plus douce que toutes les graces de la nature 
renaiſſante au Printemps, après les rigueurs de Vaffreux Hyver. 1 9 
Une annce, il ne voyoit point venir, comme les autres, ce vaiſſeau 
tant deſire. II foupiroit amerement: la triſſeſſe & la crainte nn 
peintes ſur ſon viſage: le doux ſommeil ſuyoit loin de ſes yeux ; nul 
mets exquis ne lui ſembloit doux: il Etoit inquiet, allarmè du moin- 
dre bruit, toujours tourns vers le port : : 1] demandoita tous momens 
fi on ravoit point vi. quelque vaiſſeau venu 4 Ienie. Il em vit un: 
mais hélas: AR1s8ToNoius n'y étoit pas: il ne portoit que ſes cendres 5 
dans une urne d' argent. Amphicles, ancien ami du mort, & à peu 
pres du meme Age, fidele executeur de ſes dernieres volontes, appor- 
toit triſtement cette urne.. Quand il aborda Sor HRONY ME, la parole. 
leur manqua à tous deux, & ils ne s'exprimerent que par leurs ſanglots. 
 SoPHRONYME ayant baiſe Vurne, & Vayant arroſte de ſes. larmes, 
parla ainſi : O Vieillard! vous avez fait le bonheur de ma vie, & vous 
me cauſez maintenant la plus cruelle de toutes les douleurs: je ne 
vous verrai plus: la mort me ſeroit douce, pour vous voir & pour 
vous ſuivre dans les Champs Eliſees, ou votre ombre jouit de la 
bienheureuſe paix que les Dieux juſtes réſervent à la vertu. Vous 
avez ramené en nos jours la juſtice, la piété & la re- 
connoiſſance ſur la terre: vous avez montre dans un fiecle 
de fer la bonte & l'innocence de l'àge d'or. Les Dieux, avant 
que de vous couronner dans le ſejour des juſtes, vous ont accorde 
icibas une vieilleſſe heureuſe, agreable & longue ; mais helas ! ce 
qui devroit toujours durer n'eſt jamais aſſez long. Je ne- ſens plus 


aucun 
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aucur \plaiſir 4 jouir de vos dons, puiſque je ſuis reduit 3 a en joule ſans 
vous. O chère ombre ] quand eſt· ce que je vous ſuivrai ? Precieuſes 
cendres, ſi vous pouvez ſentir encore quelque choſe, vous reſſentirez 
ſans doute le plaiſir d etre melces à celles d Aline: les miennes 8 
meleront auſſi un jour. En attendant, toute ma conſolation ſera de 
conſerver ces reſtes de ce que j'ai le plus aime. O:ArtsTonous | 
6 ARIsToNoius'! non vous ne mourrez point, & vous vivrez toujours 
dans le fond de mon cœur. Plutôt m'oublier moi- mme, que 
A oublier jamais cet homme fi aimable, * mia tant end, ey As 
moit tant la vertu, 3 qui je devois tout! 1 91969 250 

Apres ces paroles entrecoupees.de-profonds ROY Sor PHRONY ME 
mit Vurne dans le tombeau 4 Alcine: il immola pluſieurs victimes, 
dont le ſang inonda les autels de gaſon qui environnoient le tombeau; 
il rẽpandit des libations abondantes de vin & de lait, il bräla des 
parfums venus du fond de Orient; & il s ẽleva un nuage odorife- 
rant au milieu des airs. SOPHRONYME Eétablit a jamais pour toutes 
les années, dans la meme ſaiſon, des jeux funebres en Thonneur 
A. Alcine & d'AR1sToONoiis, On y venoit de la Carie, heureuſe & 
fertile contree; des bords enchantes du Meandre, qui ſe joue par 
tant de detours, & qui ſemble quitter a regret le pays qu'il arroſe ; 
des rives toujours vertes du Cayftre ; des bords du Pactole, qni roule 
ſous ſes flots un ſable dore; de la Pamphylie, que Ceres, Pomone & 
Flore ornent à Tenvi; enfin des vaſtes plaines de la Cilicie, arroſtes 
comme un Jardin parles torrens qui tombent du mont Taurus toujours 
couvert de neiges. Pendant cette fete fi ſolemnelle, les jeunes 
gargons & les jeunes filles, vetues de robes trainantes de lin, plus 
blanches que les Iys, chantoient des hymnes à a la louange 4 Alcine & 
d'Ar1sToNoiis : car on ne pouvoit louer un ſans louer auſſi Vautre, 
ni ſeparer deux hommes ſi Etroitement unis, meme après leur 
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Ce qu'il y eut de plus merveilleux, c'eſt que des le premier jour, 
n que SoPHRONYME faiſoit les libations de vin & de lait, un 
myrthe d'une verdure & d'une odeur exquiſe naquit au milieu du 
tombeau, & cleva tout · à- coup fa tete touffue, pour couvrir les deux 
urnes de ſes rameaux & de ſon ombre. Chacun s'&cria qu ARIS ro 


noüs en recompenſe de fa vertu avoit été change par les Dieux en 
un arbre ſi beau - SoPHRONYME prit ſoit de Varroſer lui- meme, & 


de Thonorer comme une divinite. Cet arbre loin de vieillir ſe re- 


: nouvelle de dix ans en dix ans; & les Dieux ont voulu faire voir 
par cette merveille, que la vertu, qui jette un ſi doux parfum 4 
1 memeire des hommes, ne meurt jamais. 


FABLE 


RE 


Les AVvAN TURES ds MELESICHTH ON. 


guerre les exemples de ſes ancètres: il ſignala ſa valeur & ſes talens 


dans pluſieurs expeditions ; ; & comme toutes ſes inclinations Etoient 


magnifiques, il y fit une depenſe Eclatante qui le ruina bientot. II 


fut contraint de ſe retirer dans une maiſon de campagne ſur le bord 
de la mer, ou il vivoit dans une profonde ſolitude avec ſa femme 


PRoxixoE. Elle avoit de eſprit, du courage, de la fierté. Sa 
beauté & fa naiſſance Vayoient fait rechercher par des partis beaucoup 


plus riches que MEeLESICHT? HON : mais elle Vavoit prefers a tous les 


autres, pour ſon ſcul mérite. Ces deux perſonnes, qui par leur vertu 


& leur amitie 8 'Etoient rendues naturellement heureuſes pendant 


pluſieurs années, commencerent alors à ſe rendre mutuellement mal- 
heureuſes, par la compaſſion qu'ils avoient l'un pour Vautre. M- 


LESICHTHON auroit ſupporte plus facilement ſes malheurs, s'il eüt 


pit les ſouffrir tout ſeul, & ſans une perſonne qui lui Etoit ſi chere. 
PRoxI1Nos ſentoit qu'elle augmentoit les peines de MeL es1CHTHON. 
Ils cherchoient a ſe conſoler par deux enfans qui ſembloit avoir été 


formes par les Graces : le fils ſe nommoit Me/ibee, & la fille Potmenis. 


Melibee dans un àge tendre commengoit d&ja à montrer de la force, 
de Vadreſſe, & du courage: il ſurmontoit à la lutte, à la courſe, & 
aux autres exercices, les enfans de ſon voiſinage. Il s'enfongoit dans 

les 


ELES! CH THON, ne à Megare dune race luſtre ; parmi. 


les Grecs, ne ſongea dans ſa jeuneſſe qu'a imiter dans la 
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| les forets : & ſes fleches ne dens pas des coups moins aſſures que 
=_ —- celles 4 Apollon. II ſuivoit encore plus ce Dieu dans les ſciences & 


:dans les beaux arts, que dans les exercices du corps. MELEsICH= 
'THON, dans fa ſolitude lui enſcignoit tout ce qui peut cultiver & 
orner I eſprit, tout ce i. . fare aimer 5 vertu. & bhp ps les 
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| Fo & hardi. Son pere 1 les yeux 15 lui, & 1. yeux ſe noy- 
oient de larmes: Potmenis etort: inſtruite par. ſa mere dans tous les. 
beaux arts que Miner ve a données aux hommes: 2 elle Hoſitoit aux our | 
vrages les plus exquis les charmes dune voix, qu elle) joignoit avec 
une lyre plus touchante que celle Orphte. A la voir, on elt cru 
que c'etoit la j jeune Diane ſortie de IIſle flottante oùᷣ elle naquit. Ses 
cheveux blonds <toient nouds negligemment derriere ſa tete : quel- 
ques- uns Echapes flottoient ſur ſon cou au gre des vents : elle n'avoĩit 
qu une robe legere, avec une ceinture qui la relevoit un peu, pour 
etre plus en tat d'agir. Sans parure elle effagoit tout ce N on peut 
voir de plus beau, & elle ne le ſavoit pas: elle n'avoit meme jamais 
ſonge à ſe regarder ſur le bord des fontaines : elle ne voyoit que ſa 
famille, & ne ſongeoit qu £1 travailler. Mais le pere accable d'en- 
nuis, & ne voyant plus aucune reffource dans ſes affaires, ne cher- 
choit que la ſolitude. Sa femme & fes enfans faiſoient ſon ſupplice: 
il alloit ſouvent ſur le rivage de la mer, au pied d'un grand rocher 
plein d'antres ſauvages: la il deploroit ſes malheurs: puis il entroit 
dans une profonde vallee, qu'un bois Epais deroboit : aux rayons du 
ſoleil au milieu du jour. II s afleyoit ſur le gazon qui bordoit une 
claire fontaine ; & toutes les plus triſtes penſces revenoient en foule 
dans fon cceur. Le doux ſommeil Etoit loin de ſes yeux : il ne par- 
loit plus qu'en gemiſſant: 1a vieillefſe venoit avant le temps fletrir 
& rider ſon viſage : il oublioit meme tous les beſoins de la vie, & 
ſuccomboit a 1a deuleur. 
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10 Jour, cointhe il ttoit dans cette vallée ſi profonde, il s'en- 
0 de laſſitude & d' epuiſement: alors il vit en ſonge la Deéeſſe 
Ceres couronnee d'epics dores,. qui ſe preſenta à lui avec un viſage 
doux & majeſtueux ; pourquoi, lui dit-elle, en Vappellant par ſon 
nom, vous laifſez-vous abattre aux rigueurs de la fortune ? helas! 


 reEpondit-il, mes amis m'ont abandonne ; je n'ai plus de bien: il ne 
me reſte que des proces & des creanciers : ma naiſſance fait le comble 
de mon malheur ; & je ne puis me e reſoudre a wavaatier comme un | 


__— pour gagner ma vie. 


' Alors Ces lui repondit : la nobleſſs comfiſts-ioittc dn les biens 3 
ne conſiſte· t- elle pas plutòt à imiter 1a vertu de ſes ancetres? il n'y- 
a de nobles que ceux qui ſont juſtes. Vivez de peu; gagnez ce peu 
par votre travail: ne ſoyez a charge a perſonne; vous ſerez le plus 
noble de tous les hommes. Le genre humain ſe rend lui-mème 
miſerable par ſa molleſſe & par fa fauſſe gloire. Si les choſes nèceſ- 
ſaires vous manquent, pourquoi voulez-vous les devoir à d'autres 
qu'a vous- meme? manquez - vous de courage pour yous les donner ; 


pariune vie laborieuſe ? 


Elle dit; & auflit6t elle lui preſenta une charrue For avec une 
corne deabondance. Alors Bacchus parut couronne de lierre, & 
tenant un thyrſe dans ſa main: il Etoit ſuivi de Pan qui jouoit de la 


flüte, & qui faiſoit danſer les faunes & les ſatyres. Pomone ſe mon- 


tra chargee de fruits, & Flore ornee de fleurs les plus vives & les plus 
odoriferantes. Toutes les divinités champetres jetterent un regard 


favorable ſur MELESICHTHON. 


Il s'éveilla comprenant la force & le ſens de ce ſonge divin : il ſe 


ſentit conſole, & plein de goũt pour tous les travaux de la vie cham- 
petre: il parle de ce ſonge à PRox1Noe, qui entra dans tous ſes ſene 
timens. Le lendemain ils congedierent leurs domeſtiques inutiles : 


on ne vit plus chez eux de gens dont le ſeul emploi füt le fervice de 
leurs 
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leurs perſonnes. Ils n'eurent plus ni char, ni S r x - PRox1- 
vox avec Poëmenis filoient en menant paĩtre leurs moutons: enſuite 


elles faiſoient leurs toiles & leurs Etoffes ; puis elles tailloient & cou- 
ſoient elles-mEmes leurs habits, & ceux du reſte de la famille. Au 


lieu des ouvrages de ſoie, d'or, & d' argent, qu elles avoient accoutu- 


me de faire avec Vart exquis de Minerve, elles n 'exergoient plus 


leurs doigts pu'au fuſeau, ou à d'autres travaux ſemblables. Elles 


preparoient de leurs propres mains les legumes qu'elles cueilloient 


dans leur jardin pour nourrir toute la maiſon. Le lait de leurs trou- 


peaux, qu'elles alloient traire, achevoit de mettre 1' abondance. On 


n' achetoĩt rien: tout Etoit , prepare. promptement & ſans peine. 


Tout <Etoit bon, ſimple, naturel, afniſpgne Fr appetit, Jjeparable 
de la ſobricts & du travail. | | 91 4 
Dans une vieſi chawpbtre, tout doit chez eux net & propre, 
Toutes les tapiſſeries Etoient vendues; mais les murailles de la maiſon 


Etoient blanches, & on ne voyoit nulle part rien de fale ni de derange ; 


les meubles n'&toient jamais couverts de pouſſiere: les lits ctoient 
dlẽtoffes groſſieres, mais propres. La cuiſine meme avoit une bro 


prete qui n'eſt point dans les grandes maiſons: tout y Etoit bien range 


& luiſant. Pour regaler la famille dans les jours de fete, Pxoxixoꝝ 
faiſoit des gateaux excellens. Elle avoit des abeilles, dont le miel 
etoit plus doux que celui qui couloit du tronc des chenes creux pen- 


dant Page d'or. Les vaches venoient d' elles- memes offrir des 
ruiſſeaux de lait. Cette femme laborieuſe ayoit dans ſon jardin 


toutes les plantes qui peuvent aider a nourrir I homme en chaque 


ſaiſon, & elle etoit toujours la premiere à avoir les fruits & les lé- 
gumes de chaque temps: elle avoit meme beaucoup de fleurs, dont 
elle vendoit une partie, après avoir employé Vautre à orner ſa maiſon. 


La fille ſecondoit ſa mere, & ne goùtoit d' autre plaifir que celui de 
chanter en travaillant, ou en conduiſant ſes moutons dans les patura- 
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ges. Nul autre troupeau n'6galoit le Len: : la contagion, & les loups ; 
meme-n'oſvient en approcher. A meſure qu'elle chantoit, ſes ten- 
dres agneaux danſoient ſur Pherbe, & tous les Echos dalentour ſem- 
| bloient prendre plaiſir à repeter ſes chanſons. | | ; 
__- MzrLgsicnTHoN labouroit lui-meme fon champ ; Ab- akte il 
| conduiſoit ſa charrue, ſemoit & moiſſonnoit. Il trouvoit les travaux 
de ragriculture moins durs, plus i innocens, &. plus utiles que ceux 
de la guerre. A peine avoit- il fauché Therpe tendre de ſes prairies, 
qu'il ſe hitoit d'enlever les dons de Ceres, qui le payoient au cen 
tuple du grain ſemé. Bient6t Bacchus faiſoit couler pour lui un 
Nectar digne de la table des Dieux. Miner ve lui donnoit aufli le 
fruit de fon arbre, qui eſt fi utile 4 homme. L'Hyver étoit la 
faiſon du repos ou toute la famille aſſemblée goutoit une joie in- 
nocente, & remercivit les Dieux detre fi deſabuſte des faux plaiſirs. 
Hs ne mangeoient de viande que dans les ſacrifices „& leurs trou- 
peaux n'<toient deſtin6s qu aux autels. is 
Mer 1Bes ne montroit preſque aucune des kene de la a 
il conduiſoit les grands troupeaux; il coupoit de grands chenes dans 
les forèts; il creuſoit de petits canaux pour arroſer les prairies ; il toit 
infatigable pour ſoulager ſon pere: ſes plaifirs, quand le travail 
_n'etoit pas de ſaiſon, Etoient la chaſſe, les courſes avec les jeunes 
gens de ſon ige, & la lecture dont ſon pere lui avoit donné le goitt. 
Bientòt MELESICHTHON, en S'accoutumant a une vie ſi ſimple, 
ſe vit plus riche qu il ne Vavoit été auparavant. II n' avoit chez lui 
que les choſes neceſlaires à la vie; mais il les avoit toutes en abon- 
dance. II n'avoit preſque de ſociete que dans fa famille: ils s'ai- 
moient tous: ils ſe rendoient mutuellement. heureux : ils vivoient 
loin des palais des Rois, & des plaifirs qu'on achete fi cher les 
leurs Etoient doux, innocens, fimples, faciles a trouver, & fans 
aucune ſuite dangereuſe, METIIBZEH & PoeMents furent ainſi Eleves 
LES D dans 
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„% RECUEIL DB FABLES. 
dans le godt des travaux champetres. ms ne fe fouvincent de 


leur naiſſance, que pour avoir plus de courage, en ſupportant la 


pauvrete. Labondanoe revenue dans toute cette maiſon n'y ramena 
point le faſte. La famille entiere fut toujours ſimple & laborieuſe. 
Tout le monde diſoit a MzLesrcuTHwon: Les richeſſes rentrent 


chez vous: il eſt tems de reprendre votre ancien &clat. Alors il 
 rEpondit ces paroles: A qui voulez- vous que je m'attache, ou au 
faſte qui nvaygit perdu, on à une vie fimple & labofieuſe, qui m'a 
rendu riche & heureux? Enfin ſe trouvant un jour dans ce bois 


ſombre od Ceres Vavoit inſtruit par un ſonge fi utile, il s repoſa fur | 
herbe, avec autant de joie qu'il y avoit eu d amertume dans le tems 


paſſe. H s'endormit; & la Déeſſe ſe montrant à lui, comme dans 


ſon premier ſonge, lui dit ces paroles: La vraie Nobleſſe conſiſte à 


ne receyoir rien de perſonne, & à faire du bien aux autres. Ne re- 


cevez done rien que du ſein fécond de la terre, & de votre propre 


travail. Gardez- vous bien de quitter jamais par moleſſe, ou par 
fauſſe gloire, ce 11 eſt la ſourey naturelle & m, de tous les 


biens. 


F A BL * IN, 
ARISTEE ET VIRGILE 


% 


; 1 RG IL E etant defvenida aux Enfers, entra dans les Cam- 
pagnes , ou les héros & les hommes inſpires des 
; Dieux 1 une vie bien - heureuſe ſur de gazons toujours 
| Emailles de fleurs, & entrecoupes de mille ruiſſeaux. D'abord le 
: Berger Au! $TEB, qui Etoit la au nombre des demi-Dieux, s' 'avanca 
vers lui, ayant appris ſon nom. Que, j'ai de joie, lui dit-il, de voir 
un fi grand Poëte. Vos vers coulent plus doucement que la roſee 
fur Vherbe tendre : ils ont une harmonie fi douce qu'ils attendriſſent 
le cœur, & qu' ils tirent les larmes des yeux. Vous en avez fait pour 
moi & pour mes abeilles, dont Hamere meine pourroit Etre jaloux. 
Je vous dois, autant qu au Soleil & à Cyrene, la gloire dont je jouis, 
II n'y a pas encore long - tems que je les recitai, ces vers fi tendres & 
fi gracieux, A Linus, A Hgſiode, & à Homere. A pres les avoir enten- 
dus, ils allerent tous trois boire de Veau du Hleuve Lethe pour les 
oublier, tant ils etoient affliges de repaſſer dans leur memoire des 
vers fi dignes deux, qu'ils n'avojent pas faits. Vous ſavez que la 
nation des Poëtes eſt jalouſe. Venez donc parmi eux prendre votre 
place. Elle ſera bien mauvaiſe, cette place, repondit VIRGILE, 4 
puiſqu ils ſont ſi jaloux. Jaurai de mauvaiſes heures à paſſer dans | 
leur compagnie : je vols bien que vos abeilles n'etoient pas plus fa- 
ciles à irriter que le cœur des Pottes, II eſt vrai, repondit Ax Is TEE: 
ils bourdonnent comme les abeilles: comme elles ils ont un aiguillon : 
perqant, pour picquer tout ce qui enflamme leur colere. Jauraj 
encore, dit ViRGILE, un autre grand homme à menager : c'eſt le 
divin Orplice. Comment vivez-vous enſemble ? Afez mal, repon= 
202”. dit 
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20 RECUEIL DE FABLES. 


dit ARISTEE. II eſt encore jaloux de fa femme, comme les trois 


autres de la gloire des vers. Mais pour vous, il vous recevra 9 | 


car vous Iavez. traité honorablement,. & vous avez parle beaucoup 


plus ſagement qu'Ovide de fa querelle avec les femmes de Thrace, 
qui le maſſacrerent. Mais ne tardons pas dayantage : entrons dans 58 
cee petit bois ſacré, arroſè de tant de fontaines plus claires que le 


cryſtal: vous verrez que toute la troupe ſacrèe fe levera pour vous 
faire honneur. N'entendez-vous pas deja la Lyre FOrphee ? Ecou- 
tez Linus, qui chante le Combat des Dieux contre les Geèans. 


| Homere ſe prepare à chanter Achille, qui venge la mort de Patrocle 


par celle d Hector. Mais Hęſiode eſt celui que vous avez le plus a 
craindre : car de I'humeur dont il eſt, il ſera bien fache que vous 


ayez oſè traiter avec tant d elegance toutes * choſes Ln 1 


— 


ont ete ſon partage. | { 175 e 
 Ar1sTes eut a peine acheve ces mots, qu ibs arriverent dans cet om- 


ith frais ou regne un eternel enthouſiaſme qui poſſede « ces hommes 


divins. Tous ſe leverent : on fit aſſeoir VIRGILE ; on le pria de 
chanter ſes vers. Il les chanta dabord avec modeſtie, & puis avec 


tranſport. Les plus jaloux ſentirent malgre eux une douceur qui les 


raviſſoit. La Lyre d' Orpliee, qui avoit enchante les rochers & les 


bois, echappa de ſes mains, & les larmes ameres coulerent de ſes 


yeux. Homere oublia pour un moment la magnificence rapide de 
I'Thade, & la variete agreable de TOqhſſee: Linus crut que ces beaux 
vers avoient été faits par ſon pere Abollon; 3. & il Etoit immobile, 
ſaiſi, & ſuſpendu par un ſi doux chant : Hęſode tout Emu ne pou- 


voit reſiſter 2 à ce charme. Enfin revenant un peu a lui, il pro- 


nonca ces paroles pleines de jalouſie & d'indignation. O VIRGILE, 
tu as fait des vers plus durables que Vairain & que le bronze! Mais | 


jelepredis qu'un jour on verra un enfant qui les traduira en fa lan gue, 


qui partagera avec toi la gloire d'avoir chants les Abeilles. 
„„ FABLE 
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H1sToiRE D' ALIBEE, PRERSA N. 


HA-ABBAS Roi de Penſe, faiſant un voyage, s' carta de 
toute ſa Cour, pour paſſer dans la Campagne, ſans y &tre 
connu, & pour y voir les peuples dans toute. leur liberté naturelle : 
il prit ſculement avec lui un de ſes Courtiſans. Je ne connois point, 5 
lui dit le Roi, les véritables mœurs des hommes': tout ce qui nous 
aborde eſt deguiſe. C'eſt L'art, & non pas la nature ſimple qui ſe 
montre à nous. Je veux Etudier la vie ruſtique, & voir ce genre 
d' hommes qu'on mepriſe tant, quoiqu'ils ſoient le vrai ſoutien de 
toute la ſociété humaine. Je ſuis lafle de voir des Courtiſans, qui 
m 'obſervent pour:me ſurprendre, en me flatant. II faut que j aille 
voir des Laboureurs & des Bergers, qui ne me conndoiſſent pas: II 
paſſa avec ſon Confident au milieu de pluſieurs Villages ou l'on 
faiſoit des danſes; & il Etoit ravi de trouver loin des Cours des 
plaiſirs tranquilles & ſans depenſe: Il fit un repas dans une cabane; 
EX comme il avoit grand faim, après avoir marché plus qu'à Tordi- 
naire, les alimens groſſiers qu'il prit lui parurent plus agrèables que 
tous les mets exquis de ſa table. En paſſant dans une prairie ſemée 
de fleurs, qui bordoit un clair ruiſſeau, il appergut un jeune Berger 
qui jouoit de la flüte a Yombre d'un grand ormeau, auprès de ſes 
moutons paiſſans. II Taborde,. il Vexamine, il lui trouve une 

_ phyſionomie agreable, un air ſimple & ingenu ; mais noble & gra- 
cieux. Les haillons dont le Berger ctoit couvert ne diminuoient point 
Teclat 


1 „ - E © u 1 


Tee lat de fa beanie Le Roi crüt d'abord que c ©tolt Fa” TED per- 
ſonne de naiſſance illuſtre qui s'toit deguiſee : mais il apprit du 
| | Berger, que ſon. pere & ſa mere etoient dans un Village voiſin, & 
= que ſon, nom Etoit Al 18ER. A meſure que le Roi le queſtionnoit, 
= il admiroit en lui un eſprit ferme & raiſonnable. Ses yeux Etoient 
„ vifs, & m avoient rien d'ardent & de farouche: ſa voix <toit douce, 
1. inſinvante. & propre a toucher: ſon viſage n 'avoit rien de groſſier; 
i . 3 mais ce n'etoit pas une beauté molle & effeminee, Le Berger den- 
| viron ſeize ans, ne ſavoit point qu "Ul Fat tel qu il paroifſoit aux autres. : 
Il croyoit penſer, parler, etre fait comme tous les autres Bergers de 
ſon Village. Mais fans Education il avoit appris tout ce que la rai- 
ſon fait apprendre à ceux qui Fecoutent. Le Roi Tayant entretenu 
familierement en fut charmé. II ſut de lui, fur Vetat des peuples, 
tout ce que les Rois n apprennent jamais d'une foule de flateurs qui 
les environnent. De tems en tems il rioit de la naivete de cet enfant, 
qui ne mẽnagoit rien dans ſes réponſes. C' toit une grande nou- 
-veaute pour le Roi que d'attendre parler ſi naturellement. IN fit 
ſigne au Courtiſan qui I'accompagnoit de ne point d. couvrir qu'il 
£toit le Roi; car il craignoit qu' Al IEE ne perdit en un moment 
{> toute ſa liberts & toutes ſes graces, $'il venoit A ſavoir devant qui il 
| parloit. Je vois bien, diſoit le Prince au Courtiſan, que la nature 
n'eſt pas moins belle dans les plus baſſes conditions, que dans les 
plus hautes. Jamais enfant des Roi n'a paru mieux ne que celui- ci 
qui garde les moutons. Je me trouverois trop heureux d'avoir un 
fils auſſi beau, aufſi ſenſe, & auſſi aimable. Il me paroit propre a 
| tout; & ſi on a ſoin de l'inſtruire, ce ſera aſſurẽment un jour un 
: grand homme. Fe veux le faire clever aupres de moi. Le Roi em- 
5 mena AL1BEE, qui füt bien ſurpris d en aqui il s toit rendu 
_ agreable. On lui fit apprendre à A lire, A Ecrire, a chanter, & enſuite 
an lui donna des Maitres pour les arts & Pour les ſciences qui ornent 
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x Net. D'abord il fut un peu &bloui de 1a Cour; & fon grand 


changement de fortune changea un peu ſon cœur. Son fge & ſa fa- 


veur Joints enſemble altererent un peu ſa ſageſſe & fa moderation. Au 


lieu de ſa houlette, de ſa flute, & de ſon habit de berger, il prit une 
robe de pourpre brodee d'or, avec un turban couvert de pierreries. Sa 
beauté effaga tout ce que la Cour avoit de plus agreable: il ſe rendit 
capable des affaires les plus ſerieuſes, & merita la confiance de for 
Maitre, qui connoiſſant le goũt exquis d'ALIBEE pour toutes les 
magnificences d'un Palais, lui donna enfin une Charge tres-conſide- 


rable en Perſe, qui eſt celle de garder tout ce the le Prince a de 


pierreries & de meubles precieux. 
Pendant toute la vie du grand CnA-ABBAs, Ja Dn d ArIBer ne 


fit que croſtre. A meſure qu'il s avanga dans un age plus mür, 11 
fe reſſouvint enfin de ſon ancienne condition, & ſouvent il la re- 
| grettoit. O] beaux jours, diſoit-il à lui- meme; jours innocens; 
jours od Jai goüté une joie pure & fans peril ; jours depuis leſquels 
je n'en aivu aucun de ſi doux, ne vous reverrai- je jamais? Celui quĩ 
m'a prive de vous, en me donnant tant de richeſſes, m'a tout ote. 
Il voulut aller revoir ſon Village: il s'attendrit dans tous les lieux o 
il avoit autrefois danſe, chante, jous dela flate avec ſes Compagnons. 
Il fit quelque bien a tous ſes parens, & à tous ſes amis: mais il leur 
ſouhaita pour principal bonheur de ne quitter jamais 1a vie cham- 
petre, & de n' prouver jamais les malheurs de Ia Cour. 

Il les Eprouva ces malheurs apres la mort de fon bon Maitre CHñA- 
ABBAS. Son fils CHAPH-SEPHI ſucceda a ce Prinee. Des Courti- 
ſans envieux & pleins d' artifices trouverent moyen de le prevenir 
contre AL IBEE. Il a abuſe, diſoient- ils, de la confiance du feu Roi. 
Il a amaſle des tréſors immenſes, & a detourne pluſieurs choſes d'un 
tres- grand prix, dont il ctoit depoſitaire, CnApH-SEPRI Etoit tout 
| enſemble jeune & Prince: il wen falloit pas tant pour ètre credule, 


2 ? in- 


. 


mW dirent à Loreille les Courtiſans jaloux, qu'ALIBEE a cache toutes 


3 * E O UE 1b. 
inapplique, & Gu precaution, . | n eut la vanite Is vouloir parottre - 
reformer ce que le Roi ſon pere avoit fait, & juger mieux que lui. 
Pour avoir un pretexte.de depoſſeder Al TREE de ſa Charge, il lui 
demanda, ſelon le conſeil de ſes Courtiſans envieux, de lui Cs 
un cimeterre garni de diamans d un prix immenſe, que le Roi ſon 


| grand - pere avoit accoutume.de porter dans les combats. C HA-ABB AS 


avoit fait autrefois 6ter de cecimeterre tous ces beaux diamans ; & 


Ar1BE8 prouva par de bons témoins que. la choſe avoit été faite par 
| Tordre du feu Roi, avant que la Charge eit été donnde 3 Aries. 
Quand les ennemis d'AL1Bes virent qu' ils ne gouyoicat plus ſe ſer- 
vir de ce pretexte pour le perdre, ils conſcillerent à CHAPH-SEPar 
gde lui commander de faire dans quinze jours un. inventaire exact de 
tous les meubles, ,precieux dont il Etoit charge. Au bout de quinze 


jours il demanda à voir lui- meme toutes choſes. Al I BER lui ouvrit 
toutes les portes, & lui montra tout ce qu 'il avoit en garde. Rien 
n'y manquoit : tout Etoit propre, bien range, & conſervs avec grand 
ſoin. Le Roi, bien Etonne de trouver par tout tant d'ordre & 


d' exactitude,  etoit preſque revenu en faveur d AL IBEE, lorſqu' il 


apperęut au bout d'une grande galerie pleine de meubles tres ſomp-- 


tueux une porte de fer qui avoit trois grandes ſerrures. OCeſt la, 


les choſes,precieuſes qu'il vous a dérobées. Auſſitôt le Roi en colere 


_$ecria: Je veux voir ce qui eſt au-delaà de cette porte. | Qu N avez- 


vous mis? Montrez-le-moi. A ces mots AL IBCE ſe jetta à ſes ge- 
noux, le conjurant au nom de Dieu de ne lui pas 6ter ce qu il avoĩt 


de plus precieux fur la terre. II n'eft pas juſte, diſoit-il, que je 


perde en un moment ce qui me reſte, & qui fait ma reſſource, après 


avoir travaille tant d annèes aupres du Roi votre pere. Otez- moi 1 
vous voulez tout le reſte: : mais laiſſez- moi ceci. Le Roi ne douta 


point 9 que ce ne fut un treſor mal acquis qu'ALIBEs avo. t amaſle. 
ö 2 
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I prit un ton 15 haut, & voulut abſolument qu'on ouvrit cette 

porte. Enfin ALI BER, qui en avoit les clefs, Vouvrit lui-meme, 
On ne trouva en ce lieu que la houletre, la flüte & Vhabit de Berger 
qu 'ALIBEE avoit ports autrefois, & qu'il revoyoit ſouvent avec joie, 
de peur d'oublier fa premiere condition. Voila, dit-il, 6 grand Roi, 
les precieux. reſtes de mon ancien bonheur. Ni la F ortune, ni 
votre puiſſance, mont pi me les ôter. Voila mon tréſor que je 
garde pour m'enrichir, quand vous m' aurez fait pauvre. Reprenez 


tout le reſte: laiſſez-moi ces chers gages de mon premier état. Les 


voila mes vrais biens, qui ne manqueront jamais. Les voila ces 
biens fimples, innocens, toujours doux A ceux qui ſavent ſe con- 
tenter du néceſſaire, & ne ſe tourmentent point pour le ſuperflu. 
Les voila ces biens dont la liberté & la ſarets ſont les fruits. Les 
voila ces biens qui ne:m'ont jamais donne un moment d'embarras. 
O chers inſtrumens d'une vie ſimple & heureuſe ! je n'aime que 
vous; c'eſt avec vous que je veux vivre & mourir. Pourquoi faut- 
il que d'autres biens trompeurs ſoient venus me tromper, & troubler 
le repos de ma vie? Je vous les rends, grand Roi, toutes ces 
richeſſes qui me viennent de votre liberalite. Je ne garde que ce 
que j'avois quand le Roi votre pere vint par ces graces me rendre 
malheureux. Le Roi entendant ces paroles comprit Vinnocence 
d'ArL1Bes, & étant indigne contre les Courtiſans qui Pavoient voulu 
perdre, il les chaſſa d'aupres de lui. Ares devint fon principal 
Officier, & fut charge des affaires les plus ſecretes; mais il revoyoit 
tous les jours ſa houlette, ſa flüte & ſon ancien habit, qu'il tenoit 
toujours prets dans ſon treſor, pour les reprendre des que la Fortune 
inconſtante troubleroit fa faveur. II mourut dans une extreme 
vieilleſſe, fans avoir jamais voulu ni faire punir es ennemis, ni amaſſer 
aucun bien, & ne laiſſant à ſes parens que de quoi vivre dans la con- 
dition de bergers, qu'il crut toujours la pans ſure & la plus heureuſe. 
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: Leur mere, qu nayoit des yeux que 
our voir le cac 


; + Laine imventa une calomnie horrible 
i pour perdre ſon frere. II dit à ſon pere que Rostyzenn alloit ſou- 
1 vent chez un yoiſin qui Etoit fon ennemi, 

8 paſſoit : au logis, & pour lui donner 
j 


eur de fon; fils ain, 


our lui ee dan 


Le ere: fort emporte- be 
tout en ſang, puis le tint trois jours en e this — 5 
enfin le « chaſſa de fa maiſon, en le menagant de le tuer, sil revenoit 
„ | jamais.. La mere Epouvantde n oſa rien dire: elle ne fit que gemir, 
: enfant gen. alla pleurant, & ne ſachant où ſe retirer.z il traverſa 
for le ſoir un grand bois. La nuit le 
ll ſe mit a Fentree dune caverne ſur un tapis de 
un clair ruiſſeau, & ils y endormit de laſſitude. 
„ en s eveillant, il vit une belle femme monte fit un end gris, 
2 88 une houſſe en broderie d'or, qui paroiſſoit aller à 
BE avez vous point vl paſſer un cerf & des chiens? lui dit 
répondit que non. Puis elle lui dit: 1 me ſemble que vous tes 


; v'avez-vous ? lui dit-elle. Tenez, voila une bague qui 
iflant des hommes, pour» 


#R © 


aMlige. 
: vous rendra le plus heureux & le plus p 
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metttez au quatriẽme doigt, 
2 dans votre figure naturelle. Auſſitot le jeune h 
t que c toit une Fee: 
* 

re; avec impatichce de 
tout ce qu il vou 


* 


avanture. Enſuite mettant Tanneau enchanté à ſon 


embaraſſs, Ho ſachant quels 
combien il avoit de fils? 


RosrMonD. Je 
leur fortune. Le pere _timide tepondit e en heſitant 
que Jo vous preſente. Ou eſt done le cadet? 
IMOND. - II n'eſt pas ici, t le pere. as 
ie pour une faute, & il m a quitté, Alors Rosrzronp lui dit: 
mais non pas le chaſſer. Donnez-moi toujours 
me ſuive; & 


je > 


dit - il parlant au pere, ſuivez deux 


* 


12 


au lieu que je leur marquerai. Auſſi- 
des ammenerent le pere; & la Fee dont nous avons parle, 
Hei trouve dans une foret,- elle | 


* 


fit entrer dans une caverne 


- a. 
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chanté. Demeurez Ys dit:elle, juſqu's ce que votre fils vienne vous 


en tirer. Cependant le fils alla A la Cour du Roi, dans un tems od 
le jeune Frince s toit embarque pour aller faire la guerre dans une 
Iſle <loignee. II avoit été emporte par les vents ſur des còtes incon- 
nues, où après un naufrage il Etoit captif chez un Peuple —_ 
Ros uo parut à la Cour, comme s il efit ete le Prince qu'on 
croyoit perdu, & que tout le monde pleuroit.. Il dit qu'il ẽtoit re- 
venu par le ſecours de quelques Marchands, ſans leſquels il ſeroit 
peri: il fit la joie publique. Le Roi parut fi tranſporté, qu'il ne 
pf pduvoit parler; & il ne ſe laſſoit point d embraſſer ce fils qu'il avoit 
cru mort. La Reine fut encore plus attendrie. On fit de grandes 
rejouiflances dans tout le Royaume. Un jour. celui qui paſſoit pour 
le Prince dit à ſon veritable frere: BRAMINTE, vous voyez que je. 
vous ai tirè de votre Village, pour faire votre fortune; mais je ſai 
que vous etes un menteur, & que vous avez par vos impoſtures 
cauſe le malheur de votre frere RosimonD: il eſt ici cache. Je 
veux que vous parliez à lui, & qu'il vous reproche vos impoſtures. 
BrAMINTE: tremblant ſe jetta à ſes pieds; & lui avoua ſa faute. 


N'importe, dit Ros1MonD, je veux que vous parliez à votre frere & 


que vous lui demandiez pardon. Il ſera bien genereux il vous par- 
donné: vous ne le meritez pas. Il eſt dans mon cabinet, od je vous 
le ferai voir tout à Vheure. Cependant je men vais dans une cham- 
bre voiſine, pour vous laiſſer librement avec lui. BRANMIxNTE entra 
pour obeir dans le cabinet. Auflitdt-Ros1MonD changea ſon anneau, 
paſſa dans cette chambre, & pa. il entra par une autre porte de 
derriere avec fa figure naturelle, ou BRAMINTE fut bien honteux de 
le voir. II. lui demanda pardon, & lui promit de réparer toutes ſes 
fautes. Ros Mop l' embraſſa en pleurant, lui pardonna, & lui dit: 


Je ſuis en 1 faveur auprès du Prince. II ne tient qu à moi de 


vous faire perir, ou de vous tenir toute votre vie > dans 1 une e priſon; 3 


mais 


* — —_ — UDO ET CF perm uu Cu uo un nr 
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mais je veur 9600 avi bon pour vous que vous avez ẽte mechant 
pour moi. BNMAUHU TE, honteux & confondu, lui repondit avec 
ſolimiffion,” n 'ofant lever les yeux, ni le nommer ſon frere. Enſuite 


RosrmonD' fit ſemblant de faire un voyage en ſecret, pour aller 


Epouſer une Princeſfe d'un Royaume voiſin; mais ſous ce pretexte 
il alla voir fa mere, à laquelle il raconta tout ce qu'il avoit fait à la 
Cour, & lui donna dans le beſoin quelque petit ſecours clargent. = 
Car le Roi lui laiſſoit prendre tout ce qu il vouloit ; mais il nen 


prenoit jamais beaucoup. Cependant il 8 'Eleva une furieuſe guerre 
entre le Roi & un autre Roi voiſin, qui Etoit injuſte & de mauvaiſe 


foi. Rosimond alla à la Cour du Roi ennemi, entra par le moyen . 
de ſon anneau dans tous les conſeils ſecrets de ce Prince, demeurant 
toujours inviſible. II profita de tout ce qu'il apprit des meſures des 
ennemis. II les prévint, & les deconcerta en tout: il commanda 
Farmee contre « eux; il les defit entierement dans une grande bataille, 
& conclut bientöt avec eux une es glorieuſe, à des conditions 6qui- 


| tables. Le Roi ne ſongeoit qu” a le marier avec une Princeſſe heri- 
tiere d'un Royaume voiſin, & plus belle que les graces; mais un 
jour, pendant que Ros! IMOND E 1 Oe à la chaſſe dans la meme foret ou 
il avoit autre fois trouve la Fe E 


le chercher dans une Iſle, on les vents, que j'envoyerai enfler les 


voiles de' votre vaiſſeau, vous meneront fans peine: : hatez-vous' de 


rendre ce ſervice à votre maitre, contre ce qui pourroit flater votre 


ambition , & ſongez a rentrer en homme de bien dans votre condi- 


tion naturelle. | Si vous ne le faites, vous ſerez injuſte & malheurex; 
36 vous abandonnerai 2 vos anciens malheurs. Ros1MoND profita 
ſans Pas d'un fi ſage conſeil, Sous pretexte d'une negociation ſe- 

erette 


elle ſe preſenta 2 a lui. Gardez- vous 
bien, lui dit-elle d'une voix ſevere, de vous marier, comme ſi vous 
Etiez le Prince. Il: ne faut tromper perſonne : il eſt juſte que le 
Prince, pour qui on vous prend, revienne ſucceder 4 ſon pere: allez 


crette 1 un 3 1159 F 1 combargus he un yaiſſ ban, . les vents 
le menerent i abord dans I Iſle od la Fee lui avoit dit qu toit le vrai 
fils du Roi. Ce Prince étoit captif chez un peuple ſauvage, où l'on 
lui faiſoiĩt garder des troupeaux. Ros1MonD inviſible Lalla enlever 
dans les paturages on. il conduiſoit ſon, troupeau; & le couvrant de 
fon propre manteau qui Etoit inviſible comme lui, il le delivra des 
mains de ces Peuples cruels ; ils s'embarquerent enſemble. P'autres 
vents obéiſſans à la Fee les ramenerent. Ils arriverent enſemble > 
dans la chambre du Roi. RosixoND fe preſenta 2 lui, & lui dit: 
Vous m'ayez cru votre fils, je ne le ſuis pas; mais je vous le rends: 
tenez, le voilà lui-meme. Le Rai bien etonne 8 adreſſa I ſon: fils, & 
lui dit: N'eſt-ce pas vous, mon fils, qui avez vaincu mes ennemis, 
& qui avez fait gloricuſement la paix? Ou bien eſt il vrai que vous 
avez fait un naufrage ? que vous avez &tc captif, & que Ros1Monp 
vous a delivre ? Oui, mon pere, repondlit 1. C eſt lui qui eſt venu 
dans le pays Ou j *'Etois captif. Il m'a enlevè: je lui dois la liberte, 
& le plaiſir de vous revoir. C'eſt a lui, & non pas à moi, A qui vous 
devez la victoire. Le Roi ne pouvoit croire ce qu'on lui diſoit ; 
mais Ros1MoND. changeant fa bague ſe montra au Roi ſous la "figure 
du Prince; & le Roi éEpouvanté vit à 1a fois deux hommes qui lui 
parurent tous deux enſemble ſon meme fils. Alors il offrit pour tant 
de. ſervices des ſommes immenſes a Ros1MoxD, qui les. refuſa. II 
demanda ſeulement au Roi la grace de conſerver à ſon frere Bk a- 
MINTE une Charge qu'il avoit 3 la Cour. Pour lui, il craignit 
Yinconſtance de la Fortune,  I'envie des hommes, & a propre fra- 
gilite. II voulut ſe retirer dans ſon Village avec ſa mere, ou il ſe 
mit à cultiver la terre. La Fee, qu'il revit encore dans les, bois, lui 
montra la caverne ou fon pere etoit, & lui dit les paroles qu'il falloit 
prononcer pour le delivrer, Il prononga avec une tres-ſenſible joie 
Ces paroles. Il delivra ſon pere, qu'il avoit depuis long tems im- 
| patience 


| D E 7 4 B LE 8. 
patience de deélivrer, & lui donna de quoi paſſer doucement fa 
vicilleſſe.  RostMonp fut aink le bienfaiteur de toute ſa famille, & 
A eut le plaifir de faire du bien à tous ceux qui avoient voulu lui 
faire du mal. Apres avoir fait les plus grandes choſes pour la Cour, 
it ne voulut delle que la liber de vivre loin de fa corruption. Pour 
comble de ſageſſe, il craignit que ſon anneau ne le tentàt de ſortir de 
ſa ſolituqe, & ne le rengageit dans les grandes affaires. II retourna 
dans le bois od la Fee lui avoit n ſi favorablement: il alloit tous 
les jours auprès de la eaverne od il avoit eu le bonheur de la voir 
autrefois; & c'&toit dans Veſperance de ly revoir. Enfin elle sy 
preſenta: encore à lui, & il lui rendit Vanneaw enchante. Je vous 
rends, Tut dit- il, un don d'un ſi grand prix; mais ſi dangereux, & 
duquel il eſt fi facile d'abufer. Je ne me croirai en ſüreté, que quand 
je n'aurai plus de quoi ſortir de ma ſolitude, avec tant de: ayes de 
contenter toutes mes paſſions. 

Pendant que Ros1MoND rendoit cette 1 Dan dont 
le méchant naturel n'etoĩit point corrige, s abandonna à toutes ſes 
paſſions, & voulut engager le jeune Prince, qui etoit devenu Roi, 
a traiter indignement Ros1MonD. La Fee dit a RosM : Votre 
frere toujours impoſteur a voulu vous rendre ſuſpect au nouveau Roi, 
& vous perdre: il merite d'etre puni, & il faut qu'il periſſe. Je 
men vais lui donner cette bague que vous me rendez. Ros1MonnD 
pleura le malheur de ſon frere, puis il dit a la Fee : Comment pre- 
tendez-vous le punir par un ſi merveilleux preſent? Il en abuſera 
pour perſecuter tous les gens de bien, & pour avoir une puiſſance 
ſans bornes. Les memes. choſes, repondit la Fee, ſont un remede 
ſalutaire aux uns, & un poiſon mortel aux autres. La proſperite eſt 
la ſource de tous les maux pour les mechans. Quand on veut pagir 
un ſcelerat, il n'y a qu'a le rendre bien- puiſſant, pour le faire perir 
Elle alla enſuite au Palais: elle ſe montra a Bu AMINTE 

ſous 


bientot. 
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ſous la figure d' une vieille femme couverte de haillons : elle lui dit: 
Jai retire des mains de votre frere I bague que je lui avoit pretee, 
& avec laquelle il $'etoit acquis tant de gloire : recevez-la de moi, & 
penſez bien à Tuſage que vous en ferez. BRAMINTE. repondit en 
riant : Je ne ferai pas comme mon frere qui fut aſſez inſenſe pour 
aller chercher le Prince, au lien de regner en fa place. BRAMINTE 
avec cette bas. ad ne ſongea qu'a decouvrir le ſecret de toutes les fa- 
milles, qu'a commettre des trahiſons, des meurtres & des infamies, 
: qu'a Ecouter les Conſeils du Roi, qu à enlever les richeſſes des parti- 
culiers. Ses crimes inviſibles Etonnoient tout le monde. Le Roi 
voyant tant de ſecrets decouverts ne ſavoit a quoi attribuer cet in- 
convenient ; mais la proſperits ſans bornes & L'inſolence de Baa» 
NINE lui firent ſubgonner qu'il avoit Vanneau enchante de ſon 
frere. Pour le decouvrir, il fe ſervit d'un Etranger d'une Nation 
ennemie, à qui il donna une grande ſomme. Cet homme vint la 
nuit offrir i BRAMINTE, de la part du Roi ennemi, des biens & 
des honneurs immenſes, s'il vouloit lui faire ſavoir par des eſpions 
tout ce qu'il pourroit apprendre des ſecrets de ſon Roi. 

BR AMINTE promit tout, alla mème dans un lieu ou on lui donna 
un ſomme très- grande, pour commencer ſa recompenſe. Il ſe vanta 
d'avoir un anneau qui le rendoit inviſible, Le lendemain le Roi 
I'envoya chercher, & le fit d'abord ſaiſir: on lui Ota l'anneau, & on 
trouva ſur lui pluſieurs papiers qui prouvoient ſes crimes. ' Rost- 
MOND revint à la Cour, pour demander la grace de ſon frere, qui 
lui fut refuſee. On fit mourir BRAMINTE; & l'anneau lui fut ine 
funeſte, qu'il n avoit cte utile 3 ſon frere. 

Le Roi, pour cunſoler-Ros1MoND de la punition de Brain TE, 
lui rendit Vanneau, comme un treſor d'un prix infini. RosixroNp 
afflige n'en jugea pas de meme: il retourna chercher la Fee dans les 


Tenez, lui dit: il, votre anneau. L experience de mon frere 


bois. 
m'a 
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m'a fait comprendre ce que je n avois pas bien compris d'abord 
quand vous me le dites. Gardez cet inſtrument fatal de la perte de 
mon frere. Helas ! il ſeroit encore vivant; il n'auroit pas accablé 
de douleur & de honte la vieilleſſe de mon pere & de ma mere. II 
ſeroit peut-Etre ſage & heureux, $'il n'ayoit jamais eu de quoi con- 
tenter ſes deſirs. Ol qu'il eſt dangereux de pouvoir plus que les autres 
hommes: Reprenez votre anneau. Malheur à ceux à qui vous le 
donnerez. L' unique grace que je vous demande, c'eſt de ne. le 
donner jamais à aucune des perſonnes pour qui je m intéèreſſe. 
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(NE. Mundus oommiticit tis noiſiage v une | Fee. Elle la 

pria de venir a une de ſes couches, ou elle eut une fille. La 

Fee prit d'abord lenfant entre ſes bras, & dit à la mere: Choiſiſſez: 
elle ſera, ſi vous voulez, belle comme le jour, d'un eſprit encore 
plus charmant que ſa beauté, & Reine d'un grand Royaume, mais 
malheureuſe; ou bien elle ſera laide & Payſanne comme vous, mais 
contente dans fa condition. La Payſanne choiſit d' abord pour cet 
enfant la beauté & l' eſprit avec une couronne, au hazard de quelque 
malheur. Voila la petite fille, dont la beauté commence deja a 
effacer toutes celles qu'on avoit jamais vues. Son eſprit étoit doux, 
poli, inſinuant: elle apprenoit tout ce qu'on vouloit lui apprendre, 
& le ſavoit bientdt mieux que ceux qui le lui avoient appris. Elle 
danſoit ſur l' herbe les jours de fete avec plus de graces que toutes 
ſes Compagnes. Sa voix Etoit plus touchante qu' aucun inſtrument 
de muſique, & elle faiſoit elle- mème les chanſons qu'elle chantoit. 
D'abord elle ne ſavoit point qu'elle etoit belle; mais en jouant avec 
ſes Compagnes ſur le bord d'une claire fontaine, elle ſe vit, elle 
remarqua combien elle étoit differente des autres, elle s' admira. 
Tout le pays, qui accouroit en foule pour la voir, lui fit encore plus 
connoitre ſes charmes. Sa mere, qui comptoit ſur les predictions 
de la Fez, la regardoit deja comme une Reine, & la gatoit par ſes 
complaiſances. La jeune fille ne vouloit ni filer ni coudre, ni garder 
les 
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les moutons : elle s amuſoit à cueillir des fleurs, à en parer fa tete, 
à chanter, & à danſer à rombre des bois. Le Roi de ce pays- la &toit 
fort puiſſant, & il n' avoĩt qu'un fils nomme Ros iMoN qu'il vouloit 
marier. Il ne put jamais fe rẽſoudre à attendre parler d' aucune Prin- 
ceffe des Etats voifins, parcequ' une Fee lui avoit affure, qu'il trou- 
veroit une Payfanne plus belle & plus parfaite que toutes les Prin- 
ceſſes du monde. II prit la reſolution de faire aſſembler toute les 
jeunes Villageoiſes de ſon Royaume au · deſſous de dix-huit ans, pour 
choiſir celle qui ſeroit la plus digne d'etre choiſie. On exclut 
d'abord une quantite innombrable de filles, qui n'avoient qu'une 
mediocre beauté, & on en ſepara trente qui ſurpaſſoient infiniment 
toutes les autres. FroRIse (c'eſt le nom de notre jeune fille) n'eut 
pas de peine à Etre miſe dans ce nombre. On rangea ces trente 
filles au milieu d'une grande ſalle, dans une eſpece d'amphitéatre, 
od le Roi & ſon fils les pouvoient regarder toutes à la fois. FroRIS 
parut d' abord au milieu de toutes les autres, ce qu une belle 
anemone paroſtroit parmi des ſoucis; ou ce qu'un oranger fleuri 
paroitroit au milieu des buiſſons ſauvages: le Roi 8'tcria qu'elle 
meritoit ſa couronne, RostmonD fe crut heureux de poſſéder 
Frogs. On lui 6ta ſes habits de Village; on lui en donna qui 
&toient tous brodes d'or. En un inſtant elle fe vit couverte de 
perles & de diamants. Un grand nombre de Dames etoient occu- 
pæes à la ſervir. On ne ſongeoit qua deviner ce qui pouvoit lui 
plaire, pour le lui donner avant qu'elle eũt la peine de le demander. 
Elle &toit logé dans un magnifique appartement du Palais, qui 

n'avoit, au lieu de tapiſſeries, que de grandes glaces de miroir de 
toute la hauteur des chambers & des cabinets, afin qu'elle eult le 
plaifir de voir fa beauté multiplice de tous cötés, & que le Prince 
pit Padmirer en quelque endroĩt qu'il jettat les yeux. Ros1ony 
1 dot la . le jeu, tous les exercices du * pour etre 
EY fans 
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ſans ceſſe aupres delle; & comme le Roi fon pere etoit mort hientst 
apres le mariage, c'&toit la ſage FLokIsE, devenue Reine, dont les 
conſeils decidoient de toutes les affaires de I'Etat. La Reine mere du 
nouveau Roi, nommee Gronjpote, fut jalouſe de fa Belle- fille. Elle 
etoit artificieuſe, maligne, cruelle. La vieilleſſe avoit. a/oute une 
affreuſe difformite à ſa laideur naturelle, | & elle reſſembloit ? à une 
Furie. La beauté de FroklsE h faiſoit paroitre encore plus hi- 
deuſe, & Virritoit 4 tout moment : elle ne pouvoit ſouffrir qu'une fi 
belle Fan la defigurit : elle craignoit auſſi ſon eſprit, & elle 
s abandonna a toute le fureurs de Venvie. Vous navez point de 
cœur, diſoit-elle ſouvent a a ſon fils, d'avoir voulu Epouſer cette petite 
Payſanne, & vous avez la baſſeſſe d'en faire votre idole: elle eſt 
fiere, comme fi elle toit nee dans la place ol elle eſt. Quand le 
Roi votre pere voulut ſe marier, il me prefera a toute autre, parce- 
que j'<tois la fille d'un Roi égal à lui. C'eſt ainſi que vous devriez 
faire. Renvoyez cette petite Bergere dans ſon Village, & ſongez a 
quelque jeune Princeſſe dont la naiſſance vous convienne. | Rosr- 
Mop reliſtoit à ſa mere: mais Gronipote enleva un jour un billet 
que FLokISE Ecrivoit au Roi, & le donna 3 a un jeune homme de la 
Cour, qu'elle obligea d'aller porter ce billet au Roi, comme fi 
 FLoxkisE lui avoit tẽmoignẽ toute Pamitie qu'elle ne devoit avoir 
que pour le Roi ſeul. Ros1MonD aveugle par ſa jalouſie, & par les 
conſeils malins que lui donna fa mere, fit enfermer FLokist pour 
toute ſa vie dans une haute tour batie ſur la pointe d'un rocher qui 
 $'Elevoit dans la mer. La, elle pleuroit nuit & jour, ne ſachant par 
quelle injuſtice le Roi, qui Lavoit tant aimee, la traitoit fi indigne- 
ment. II ne lui ẽtoit permis de voir qu une vieille femme, 4 qui 
Gronipote Tavoit confice, & qui lui inſultoit 3 a tout moment dans cette 
_ priſon. Alors FLORISE ſe reſſouvint de ſon Village, de ſa cabane, 
& de tous ſes plaiſirs champetres. Un Jour, pendant qu elle Etoit 


acca- 


«. 
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4 acbablls de 1 & qu'elle deploroit lraveuglement de ſa mere, 
Qui avoit mieux aimé qu elle füt belle & Reine malheureuſe, que 
Bergere laide & contente dans ſon état; la vieille qui la traitoit ſi 
mal vint lui dire que le Roi envoyoit un Bourreau pour lui 
couper la téète, & qu'elle mavoit plus qu'à ſe réſoudre à la 
mort. ' Fror1s répondit qu'elle Etoit prete A recevoir 1e coup. 
En effet, le Bourreau emrope par les ordres du Roi; fur Jes 
conſeils de Gronipote, tenoit un grand coutelas pour Fexecution, 
quand il parut une femme qui dit qu'elle venoit de la part de 
cette Reine pour dire deux mots en ſecret à FLorisE avant fa 
mort. La vieille la laiſſa parler a elle, parceque cette perſonne 
lui parut une des Dames du palais ; . mais c'&toit la Fee qui 
avoit predit les malheurs de FLokISE A fa naiflance, & qui avoit 
pris la figure de cette Dame de la Reine Mere. Elle parla à 
Frokist en particulier, en faiſant retirer tout le monde, Voulez- 
yous, lui dit-elle, renoncer à la beauté qui vous a été fi funeſte ? 
Voulez-vous quitter le titre de Reine, reprendre vos anciens ha- 
bits, & retourner dans votre Villages? FrTOoRISE fut ravie d'ac- 
cepter cette offre. La Fee lui appliqua ſur le viſage un maſque 
enchanté: auſſitôt les traits de ſon viſage devinrent groſſiers, 
& perdirent toute leur proportion: elle devint auſſi laide qu'elle 
avoit été belle & agreable. En cet tat, elle n<toit plus recon- 
noiſſable, & elle paſſa ſans peine au travers de tous ceux qui 
Etoient venus là pour ECtre temoins de ſon ſupplice : elle ſuivit 
la Fee, & repaſſa avec elle dans ſon pays. On eut beau chercher 
FLoRisE, on ne la put trouver en aucun endroit de la tour. 
On alla en porter la nouvelle au Roi & à Gronipote, qui la 
firent encore chercher, mais inutilement, par tout le Royaume. 
La Fee Vayoit rendue à fa mere, qui ne Veit pas connue dans 
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elle nen ft été abe 
ente de vivre heide, pauyte, & inconnue dans fon 
Village, on elle doit des moutong. Elle entendoit tous les 
jours raconter ſes avantures & deèplorer fes malbheurs. On 

avoit fait des chanſons, qui faiſoient pleurer tout le monde: 
i nn are ſes compagnes, 
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1 *. aha zun * nommé re AROU 1E. -qui 5 tee ain? ** . 
ſes voiſins, & ain de: tous ſes Sujets, II Stoit ſage, bon, juſte, 
W habile: rien ne lui manquoit. Une Fee vint le trouver, 
& lui dire qu'il lui arriveroit bientòt de grands malheurs, sil ne ſe 
ſervait pas de la bague quielle lui mit au doigt. Quand il tournoit 
le diamant de la bague en- dedans de ſa main, il devenoit dabord 
invisible; & des qu'il le retournoit en-dehors; il Etoit viſible comme 
auparavant. Cette bague lui fut très . commode, & lui fit grand 
plaiſir. Quand il ſe defioit de quelqu'un de ſes Sujets, il alloit dans 
le cabinet de cet homme, avec fon diamant tourné en-dedans; il 
entendoit, & il voyoit tous les ſecrets domeſtiques ſans Etre-appercu. 
S'il craignoit les deſſeins de quelque Roi voiſin de ſon Royaume, 
il sen alloit juſques dans ſes Conſeils les plus ſecrets, où il appre- 
noit tout, ſans etre jamais decouvert. Ainſi il prévenoit ſans peine 
tout ce qu'on vouloĩt faire contre lui: il dẽtourna pluſieurs :conju+ 
rations formees contre {a perſonne, & déconcetta ſes ennemis qui 
vouloient Taccabler. II ne fut pourtant pas content de ſa bague, 
& il demanda à la Fee un moyen de fe tranſporter en un moment 
d'un pays dans un autre, pour pouvoir faire un uſage plus prompt 
& plus commode de Tanneau qui le rendoit inviſible. La Fee lui 
repondit en ſoupirant: Vous en demandez trop. Craignez que ce 
dernier don ne vous ſoit nuiſible. II n' cut rien, & la preſſa 


toujours 
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toujours de le lui accorder. He bien, dit-elle, il faut donc malgre 
moi vous donner ce que vous vous repentirez d'avoir. Alors elle lui 
frotta les Epaules d'une liqueur odoriferante. Auſſitöt il ſentit de 
petites alles qui naiſſoient ſur ſon dos. Ces petites alles ne 

paroiſſoient point ſous ſes habits; mais quand il avoit réſolu de 

voler, il n'avoiĩt qu'à les toucher avec la main; auſſitôt elles de- 

venoient fi longues, qu'il Etoit en Etat de ſurpaſſer infiniment le vol 

: | | rapide d'un aigle. Des qu'il ne vouloit plus voler, il n'avoit qu A 
. retoucher ſes alles, dabord elles ſe rapetifſoient, en ſorte qu'on 
ne pouvoit les appercevoir ſous ſes habits; Par ce moyen le Roi 

alloit par- tout en peu de momens : il ſayoit tout: & on ne pouvoit 
concevoir par ou il devinoit tant de choſes; car il ſe renfermoit, & 

paroiſſoit demeurer preſque toute la journée dans ſon cabinet, ſans 

que perſonne ofat y enttrer. Des qu'il y.etoit, il ſe; rendoit invi- 
ſible par ſa bague, Etendoit ſes alles en les touchant, & parcouroit 
des pays immenſes. Par 1a ils engagea dans de grandes guerres, oli 
il remporta toutes les victoires qu'il voulut; mais comme il voyoit 
ſans ceſſe les ſecrets des hommes, il les connut ſi méchants & ſi 
diflimules: qu'il; n'ofoit” plus; ſe fier a perſonne. Plus il devenoit 

puiſſant & redoutable, moins il:ctoit aime ; & il voyoit qu il n'etoit 

aimé d'aucun de ceux | memes à qui il avoit fait de plus grands 
biens. Pour ſe conſoler, il réſolut d'aller dans tous les pays du 

monde cherchęr une femme: patfaite. qu'il put Epouſer, dent il 

put Etre. aimé, & par -laquelle il pat fe rendre heureux. II la 

chercha long: tems; & comme il voyoit tout ſans ętre vi, il 
conndiſſoit les ſecrets les plus impenctrables. II alla dans toutes 
les Cours: il trouva par tout des femmes diſſimulées, qui vouloient 
etre aimées, & qui s aimoient trop elles-memes pour aimer de 
bonne foi un mari. II paſſa dans toutes les maiſons particulieres. 


L' une avoit reſprit leger & inconſtant; 3 l'autre Etoit artificieuſe, 
l'autre 
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Yautre ln; 1 autre e ; "pee! ies — vaines, & 
idolätres de leurs perſonnes. Il deſcendit juſqu' aux plus baſſes: con- 
ditions, & il trouva enfin la fille d'un pauvre Laboureur belle 
comme le jour, mais ſimple & ingenue dans fa beauté, qu'elle 
comptoit pour rien, & qui <toit en effet ſa moindre qualité; car 
elle avoit un eſprit & une vertu qui ſurpaſſoit toutes les graces de 
fa perſonne. Toute la jeuneſſe de ſon voiſinage s' empreſſoit pour 
la voir; & chaque jeune homme eũt crũ aſſurer le bonheur de 
fa vie en Tepouſant. Le Roi ALFARoUTE ne put la voir ſans 
en etre paſſionne. Il la demanda a ſon pere, qui fut tranſports 
de joie de voir que ſa fille ſeroit une grande Reine. CLARIPHILE 
(o' etoĩit ſon nom) paſſa de la cabane de ſon pere dans un riche 
Palais, ou une Cour nombreuſe la recut. Elle n'en fut point 
Eblouie: elle conſerva fa ſimplicite, ſa modeſtie, ſa vertu, & 
elle n'oublia point dou elle toit venue, lorſqu'elle fut au com- 
ble des honneurs. Le Roi redoubla ſa tendreſſe pour elle, & 
crut enfin qu'il parviendroit a Etre heureux. Peu s'en falloit 
qu'il ne le füt deja, tant il commengoit 4 ſe fier au bon cœur 
de la Reine. Il fe rendoit a toute heure inviſible pour l'ob- 
ſerver, & pour la ſurprendre ; mais il ne decouvroit rien en elle, 
qu'il ne trouvat digne d'Ctre -admire. Il n'y avoit plus qu'un 
reſte de jalouſie & de defiance qui le troubloit encore un peu 
dans ſon amitie. La Fee qui lui avoit predit les ſuites funeſtes 
de ſon dernier don l'avertiſſoit ſouvent, & il en fut importune. 
Il donna order qu'on ne la laiſſat plus entrer dans le Palais, & dit 
4 la Reine qu'il lui defendoit de la recevoir. La Reine promit 
avec beaucoup de peine d'obeir, parcequ'elle aimoit fort cette 
bonne Fee: Un jour la Fee voulant inſtruire la Reine ſur l'ave- 
nir, entra chez elle ſous la figure d'un Officier, & declara à la 
Reine qui elle etoit, Auſſitôt la Reine l'embraſſa tendrement. 
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Le, Roi qui toit alors inviſible, Jappergut, & fut tranſports. de 
jalouſte juſqu a la fureùr. II tifa ſon pee, & en perga la Reine, 

qui tomba mnourante entre ſes bras. Dans ce moment la Fee 
reprit ſa veritable figure... Ee Roi la reconnut, &-comprit Lin- 

nocence de la Reine. Alors il voulut ſe tuer. La Fee arrëta le 
eoup, & tächa de le conſoler. La Reine ch expirant, lui dit: 
Quoique je meure de votre main, je meurs toute à vous. ALF A- 
RoVEE déplora fon malheur, d'avoir voulu malgré la Fee un don 
qui lui toit ſi funeſte. II lui rendit la bague, & la pria de lui 
®ter ſes alles. Le reſte de ſes jours ſe paſſa dans Pamertume & dans 
la doulcur, II n'avoit point d'autre conſolation, que Caller and 
rer ſur le * D eg eren #01 i055 
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ILE toit 8 une Reine ſi vieille, ſi vieille, duelle mavoit 


4 plus ni dents ni cheveux': ſa tate branloit comme les feuilles 
que le vent temue; elle ne voyoit plus meme avec ſes lunettes: 
le bout de ſon nez & celui de fon menton fe touchoient; elle 
Etoit rapetiſſæe de la moitié, & toute en un peloton, avee le dos. fi 
courbè, qu on auroit cru quelle avoit toujours Ete contrefaite. Une 
F te qui avoit aſſiſte a fa naiſſaince 1 aborda, & lui dit: Voulez- 
vous rajeunir,? Volontiers, repondit la REine. . Je donnerois 
tous ines joyaux pour mavoir que vingt ans. Il faut donc, con- 
-timia la Pöe, donner votre vieil leſſe à quelque autre, dont vous 


premtlrez la jeuneſſe & la ſantk. A qui donnerons- nous vos cent 


ans? La Rxixz fit chercher par- tout quelqu'un qui voulu t 
Etre vieux pour la rajeunir. Il vint beaucoup de gueux qui vou- 
loient Lieillir pour etre riches; mais quand ils avoient vil la REINE 
touſſer, cracher, raller, vivre de bouillie, étre fale, hideufe, 
puante, ſouffrante, & radoter un peu; ils ne wuloient plus ſe 
charger de ſes annees ; ils aimoient mieux mendier, & porter des 
haillons. II vendit auſſi des ambitieux, à qui elle promettoit de 

grands rangs & de grands honneurs. Mais que faire de ces rangs, 

HGiſoient ils, après Vavoir vue: nous n'oſerions nous montrer. stant 

: i degotitans & ft horribles. Enfin il fe preſenta une jeune fille 

du W belle comme le jour, qui demanda la C ouronne pour 


ionen G 2 prix 


- " 
5 . — — 19+ — 
5 * — — 
4 5 * — 0 — — 
w — x — —— — a — 


— 


* 
— — - — — — — 
— [Ree = — — 1 — — : — 
ov ahh - *%. # b > — — a - — — — . . 
- - — — » - — : E ws — — — — 
* * 3 — ä — — 22 2 DR Te eng 8 * C — * — — — — 2 — A 
__ E = REM A ny nega an hr Sw Ik i one = n — — 1 — — ramets FI — — 
3 =—_ & - _ 1 =_—_—= = Es bd — — - > — —— — nw ne K. - — — — — — 
— = = = =_ 3 1 © ales —_— <9 
— — — a. os » 


— 
= — 


* 


44 N EfQQUE I L 
prix de fa jeuneſſe: elle ſe nommoit PeRonNNELLE: La REINE 
sen facha dabord : mais que faire; ; A quoi ſert-il de fe facher? 
Elle vouloit rljkunir. Partageons, dit-elle 4 PERONNELLE, mon 
Royaume : vous en aurez une moitié, & moi l'autre. C'eſt bien 
afſez pour vous, qui ktes une petite Payſanne. Non repondit la 
fille, c'eſt ne pas aſſez pour moi: je veux tout. Laiſſez- moi ma 
condition de Payſanne avec mon teint fleuri ; je vous laiſſerai vos 
cent ans avec vos rides, & la mort qui vous talonne. Mais auſſi, 
repondit la REINE, que fetois-je fi je n'avois plus de Royaumgę? 
Vous ririez; vous danſeriez, vous chanteriez comme moi, lui dit 
cette fille. En parlant ainſi, elle ſe mit à rire, 4 danſer & A 
chanter. La RRIxE qui étoit bien loin d'en faire autant, lui dit: 
Que feriez · vous en ma place? Vous nietes point - accoltunice'a 
la vieilleſſe. Je ne ſai pas, dit la Payſanne, ce que je ferois: mais 
je voudrois bien Veſſayer ; car j'ai toujours out dire qu'il eſt beau 
d'&tre Reine. Pendant qu'elles &toient en marché, la Fee ſurvint, 
qui dit à la Payſanne : Voulez- vous faire votre apprentiſſage de 
vieille REIxx, pour ſavoir ſi ce mEtier vous accommodera ? Pour- 
quoi non, dit la fille- A Tinſtant les rides couvrent ſon front; 
ſes cheveux blanchiſſent; elle devint grondeuſe & rechignèe; ſa 
tete branle, & toute ſes dents auſſi elle a deja cent ans. La Fee 
ouyre une petite boëte, & en tire une foule d'Officiers & de Cour- 
tiſans richement vetus, qui croiſſent à meſure qu' ils en ſortent, 
& qui rendent mille reſpects a la nouvelle REINE. On lui ſert un 
grand feſtin; mais elle eſt degoiitee, & ne ſauroit macher; elle 
eſt honteuſe & Etonnee ; elle ne ſais ni que dire, ni que faire; 
elle touſſe à crever; elle crache ſur ſon menton; elle a au nez 
une roupie gluante, qu'elle eſſule avec ſa manche; elle ſe regarde 
au miroir, & elle ſe trouve plus laide qu une guenuche. Cependant 
la veritable Reine etoĩit dans un coin, qui rioit, & qui com- 
mengoit 
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meticdit Fane jolie: ſes cheveum revendient, & ſes dents auſſiz 
elle reprenoit un bon teint, frais & vermei!: elle iſe redreſſoit avec 
mille petites fagons; mais elle Etoit craſſeuſe; court vetue;- Avec ſes 
habits: ſales, qui ſembloient avoir bt trainés dans les: cendres. Elle 
nis tdit pas occoiitumee à cet équipage; & les Gardes la prenant 
pour quelque: ſervante de cuifine vouloient la chaſſer du Palais. 
2 — TUE dit : 2 0 pus IIA bien: ombartaſlis. Me; n etre 


Couronne; : dts m Tode pie c ee ragte kalt; 3 
& da RxTxE de revieillir, & la Payſanne de rajeunir. A peine le 
changement fut fait que toutes deux Sen repentitent mais il 
n' toit plus tems. La EE les: condamna d demeurer chacune, dans 
fa condition. La Reine pleuroit tous les jours des qu'elle avoit 
mal au bout du doigt ; elle difoit : Helas ! fi jetois PERONNELLE, 

à Vheure que je parle, je ſerois logee dans une chaumiere, & 
je vivrois de chitaignes ; mais je danſerois fous Vorme avec les 
Bergers, au fon de la flüte. Que me ſert d'avoir un beau lit, 
ot, je ne fais que ſouffrir, & tant de gens qui ne peuvent me 
ſoulager ? Ce chagrin augmenta ſes maux: les Medecins, qui 
Etoient ſans ceſſe douze autour d'elle, les augmenterent auſſi. 
Enfin elle mourut au bout de deux mois. PeRoNNELLE faiſoit 
une danſe ronde le long d'un clair ruiſſeau avec ſes Compagnes 
quand elle apprit la mort de la Reins : alors elle reconnut 
qu'elle avoit été plus heureux que ſage, d'avoir perdu la Royaute. 
La Fee revint la voir, & lui donna a choiſir des trois maris, 
Fun vieux, chagrin, déſagreable, jaloux & cruel, mais riche, 
puiſſant & tres-grand Seigneur, qui ne pourroit ni jour ni nuit 
ſe paſſer de Vayoir aupres de lui; l'autre bien fait, doux, com- 
mode, aimable, & d'une grande naiſſance, mais pauvre & mal- 
heureux en tout. Le dernier, Payſan comme elle, qui ne ſeroit 


o 


n 


36 RECGUE ULYDBETFABUES. 
ni beau ni laid, qui ne Taimeroit ni trop, ni trap; peu; 
. ſeroit ni riche nil pauure. Elle ne ſaveit lequel re car 
| naturellement elle aimolt fort les büaut habits, les :6quinages' & 
1 tes Staad tonneurs'; mais Ia Pte Toi dit : AIlez, vous étes unt 
ſotte. Voyez vous ce Payſan ? voila le mari qu il vous faut. 
"Vous: ditheritte trop leifedond ; vous ſerieg trop aimee:du pre- 
mier; tous deus vous rendroient malbeurcuſe 1. cieſt bien - aſlez 
que le ttoiſtette ne vous batte point. II vaut mieux danſer far 
Therbe, & ſur la fougere, que dans un Palais, &. tte PrRONNELLE 
dans le V illage, qu'une Dame malheureuſe dans 1Þ beau monde 
Peurvu que vous nayiez? aucun regret aux grantleuts, vous fer 
Beüreuſe avec votre Laboe ute votre vile. 2195 21 10990 
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annoncs aux Divinités ruſtiques, & aux Bergers de Lipithe le 


depart de LN cov, tous ces bois fi: ſombtes retentirent de plaintes 
ametes. Echo les xepetoit triſtement, & tous les yallons, d'alentour. 


On n'entendcit plus le doux ſon de la flilte, ni eelui du hautbois. 


Les Bergers meme dans leur douleur briſaient leur chalumeaux: 


tout languiſſoit: la tendrè verdute des arbies commengoit à 8'effacer. 


Le Ciel juſqu alors ſi ſerein ſe charge de noires tempètes. Les 


eruels Aquilons faiſoient deja fremir des bocages oomme en Hyver. 


Les Divinites moe les plus champttres ne furent pas inſenfibles à 
Les Drqadet ſortirent des trones creux des vieux 
chènes pour regretter Lycon, Il ſe fit une afſemblee de ces triftes 


cette perte. 


Divinités, autoùt d'un grand afbre, qui clevoit ſes: branches vers 
les Cieux, & qui ceuvreit de ſon ombre epaiſſe la terre ſa mere He- 
puis pluſteurs ficcles. Helas ! autour de we vieux trone noueux, & 


4 une groſſeur prodigieuſe, les Nympres de ces bois, accolitumees & 


faire leur danſes & leurs jeux folatres, vinrent raconter leur malheur. 
Cen eſt fait, diſoient- elles, nous ne reverrons plus LrcoN: il nous 
quitte; la Fortune ennemie nous lenleve : il va Etre Llornement & les 
delices d'un autre bocage plus heureux -que le nötre. Non, il n'eſt 
plus permis d eſperer d' entendre ſa voix, ni de le voir tirant de Lare, 
& peręant de ſes flèches les rapides oiſeaux. Pan lui- mème accourut, 


ayant 
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ayant oublie ſa flute : les Faunes & les Satyres ſuſpendirent leurs dan- 
ſes ; les oiſeaux mEme ne chantoient plus. On n'entendoit que les | 


cris affreux des hiboux, & des autres! oiſcaux de mauvais preſage. 


Philomele & ſes Compagnes gardoient un morne ſilence. Alors Flore 
& Pomone parurent tout- à-· coup d'un air riant au milieu du bocage, ſe 
tenaint par la main: June ẽtoit couronnce de. fleurs, & en faiſoit naĩtre 
ſous ſes pas empreints ſur le gazon; l'autre portoit dans une corne 
d'abondance tous les fruits que I'Automne repand ſur la terre, pour 
payer homme de ſes:paines;0! Conſolez· vous, dirent· elles a, ws if 


-afſemblee de | Dieux-confternds:'» Ly con: part, il eſt vrai: mais 


n'abandorine'pas/cette montagne conſfacree a Appllon. Bientot vous le 
verrez ici culeivant lui meme nos jardins fortunés. da main y plan- 
tera les verds arbuſtes, les plantes qui nourriſſent homme, & les 
fleurs qul font ſes delices. O1 Aquiloas, gardez vous de flEtrir ja- 


mais par bos ſuffles empeſtés ces jardins ob Lx con. prendra des plaiſirs 
innocens; ilipréferera la ſimple nature au faſte & aux divertiſſemens 


de ſordonnës 3: al aimera ces lieux a ibles abandonne à regret. A ces 
mots la ttiſteſſe ſe change en joie 0 chante Jes louanges; de Ly con: 
on dit qu il ſera amateur des jardins, comme Apollon a ᷑tè Berger con- 


duiſant les troupeaux d Admere : mille chanſons divines rempliſſent le 


bocage, & le nom de Lx co paſſe de antique forft juſqu aur Cam- 
päagnes les plus reculses. Les Bergers le repetent ſur leurs chalumeaux: 
les oiſeaux -meme dans leurs doux ramages font entendre, je ne ſai 
quoi, qui reſſemble au nom de LycON. La terre ſe pare de fleurs, & 
s'enrichit de fruits. Les jardins, qui attendent ſon retour, lui prépa- 
rent les graces du Printems, & les magnifiques dons de l' Automne. 


Les ſeuls regards de Ly co, qu il jette encore de loin fur cette agre- 


able montagne, la fertiliſent. La apres avoir attache les plantes ſau- 
vages & ſtériles, il cueillera olive & la myrthe, en attendent que 


Mars lui faſſe cueillir ailleurs des lauriers. 1 
FARLE 
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2 Soleil, ayant laiſſe Ie vaſte tour du Ciel en piar avoit bn 


ſa courſe, & plonge ſes chevaux aun dans le ſein des 


Fo. 


ondes de I'Heſperie. Le bord de Thoriſon étoit encore rouge 


comme la pourpre, & enflammé des rayons ardents quit y avoit 


repandus ſur ſon paſſage. La brülante canicule deſſechoit la terre; 


toutes les plantes alterces languiffoient ; les fleurs ternies penchoient 
leurs tétes, & leurs tiges malades ne pouvoient Plus les ſoutenir : 
les Zephirs mEme retenoient leurs douces haleines.” Lair que les 
animaux reſpiroient Etoit ſemblable a de l'eau tiede: la nuit „qui 


répand avec ſes ombres une douce fraicheur, ne pouvoit temperer 


la chaleur devorante que le jour avoit cauſce : elle ne pouvoit 
verſer ſur les hommes abattus & defaillans ni la roſce queelle fait 


diſtiller quand Veſper brille a la queue des autres Etoiles, ni cette 


moiſſon de pavots qui font ſentir les charmes du ſommeil à toute 
la nature fatiguee. Le Soleil ſeul dans le ſein de Tethys jouiſſoit 
d'un profond repos ; mais enſuite, quand il fut oblige de remonter 
ſur ſon char, attele par les Heures, & devance par I Aurore qui ſeme 
ſon chemin de roſes, il appergut tout VOlympe couvert de nuages ; 


II vit les reſtes d'une tempète qui avoit effraye les mortels pendant 


toute la nuit. Les nuages étoient encore empeſtes de lodeur des 
vapeurs ſouphrees qui avoient allume les Eclairs, & fait gronder le 
menagant tonnerre. Les vents ſeditieux ayant rompu leurs chaines, 


& force leurs cachots profonds, mugiſſoient encore dans les vaſtes 
H . plaines 
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plaines de Vair. Des torrens tomboient des montagnes dans tous 
les valons. Celui dont I'eil plein de rayons anime toute la nature 
voyoit de toutes parts en ſe levant le reſte &un croel orage ; mais 
(ce qui Vemut davantage) il vit un jeune Nourriſſon des Muſes, 
qui lui étoit fort cher, a qui la tempete avoit derobe le ſommeil, 
lorſqu' il commengoit deja a ttendre ſes ſombres alles ſur ſes pau- 
pieres. Il fut ſur le point de ramener ſes chevaux en arriere, & de 
retarder le jour, pour rendre le repos à celui qui Vayoit perdu. Je 
yeux, dit-il, qu'il dorme. Le ſommeil rafratchira ſon ſang, apaiſera 
ſa bile, lui donnera la ſanté & la force dont il aura beſoin pour 
imiter les travaux d' Hercule, lui inſpirera je ne ſai quelle deuceur 
tendre, qui pourroit ſeule lui manquer :. Pourv qu'il dorme, qu'i il 
rie, qu il adouciſſe ſon. temperament, qu il aime les jeux de la ſo - 
cicts,. qu il prenne plaiſir à aimer les hommes, & à ſe faire aimer 
deux; toutes les graces de pe: & du dee viendront en Owe 
pour Porner, _ 


+4 + 4 


, „ 
- = PRs o pe * 8 _—_— 
„ þ | $ bo ” * 1 N * * * * 4 4 # — . Y K * 
8 * 4 f my 4 * * . " 
* 2 . " we — 4 . - 5 1 5 - 7 b * Y 
4 by & & * 1 2 r , 
f O 4 * » 4 . . / 
© 7 — ' : \ * — 
* ? 4 8 a . 4 % = 
: ; * - * 1 ; ; 4 58 * = 9 "= f : ; 
„ + 
a? * . . : 5 
4 we 


DN 


* A. . * XI. 


L JEUNE BACCHUS ET LE FAUNE. 


TN Four Ie e Bacchus, que e infiruiſoit, RE les 

| Muſes dans un bocage dont le ſilence n'etoit trouble que par 

le bruit des fontaines & par le chant des oiſeaux. Le Soleil n'en 
pouvoit avec ſes rayons percer la ſombre verdure. Lenfant de Se- 
mels, pour etudier la Langue des Dieux, Saflit dans un coin au pied | 
d'un vieux chene, du tronc duquel pluſieurs hommes de Lage d'or 
 Etoient nes. 11 avoit meme autrefois rendu des Oracles, & le tems 
navoit oſẽ rabattre de ſa tranchante faux. Aupres, de ce chene ſacre 
& antique ſe cachoit un jeune FAUNE, qu pretoit. roreille aux vers 
que chantoit Fenfant, & qui marquoit à Sene par un ris mocqueur 
toutes les fautes que faiſoit ſon Diſciple. Auſſitöt les Nayades & les 
autres Nymphes du bois ſourioient auſſi. Le Critique étoit jeune, 
gracieux & f folatre : ſa tete Etoit couronnee de lierre & de pampre. 
Ses temples Etoient ornẽs de grappes de raiſin, De ſon Epaule gau- 
che pendoit ſur ſon cõtè droit en Echarpe un feſton de lierre, & le 
jeune Bacchus ſe plaiſoit 4 a voir ces feuilles conſacrees à a la Divinité. 
Le F AUNE Etoit enveloppe au- deſſous de la ceinture par la depouille 
affreuſe & herifſee d'une jeune Lyonne « qu'il avoit tuce dans les forets. 
Il tenoit dans fa main une houlette courbee & noueuſe. 8a queue 
paroiſſoit derriere comme ſe jouant ſur ſon dos. Mais comme 
Bacchus ne pouvoit ſouffrir un rieur malin, toujours ret. à ſe 
mocquer de ſes expreſſio ions, fi elles n'Etoient pures & elegantes, il 
jui dit d'un ton fier & impatient: Comment oſes- tu te nner du 
fils de Jupiter; Le FAUNE rẽpondit ſans s'Emouvoir: He, com- 


ment le fils de © Tupiter ofe-t- il faire Na ** ? 
C WY 


7 1 3 % 
; 0 * $ a 7 7 7 
a. £5 x 
% of * 0 22 
: * F 
"i | * 


777 0 XII. 


K 2 4 1 F ry 5 N * ? * : 0 2 5 
1 . 5 2 A 1 „ 1 4 — ** „ = * * . _— 
& n=. ka * E ; +" Ys b 


Lz R OSSIG 0 E T , FAUVETTE. 


— - oy 
a. 7 : 7 Ly 
X " i ww - 7 #3 £4 *% * . \ « # 
4s #* ” . : 
. 4 ? ö 
7 5 4 


r 


dun ns bords toujours vents du flenve ale! il 4 a un wbt 


341 


claires, & arroſent les fleurs naifſarites. Les Graces y vont GS, 
fe baigner : les arbres de ce bocage ne ſont jamais agites par les 
vents qui les reſpectent: ils ſont ſeulement careſſes par le ſouffle des 
doux Zephirs. Les Nymphes & les Faunes y font la nuit des danſes 
au fon de la flüte de Pan. Le Soleil x ne ſauroit percer de ſes rayons 
I'ombre epaiſſe que forment les rameaux entrelaſſes de ce bocage. 
Le ſilence, obſcurité, & la delicieuſe fralcheur y regnent | le jour 
comme la nuit. Sous ce feuillage on entend Philomele qui chante 
d'une voix plaintive & melodicuſe ſes anciens malheurs, dont elle 
neſt pas encore conſolèe. Une jeune F AUVETTE au contraire y 
chante ſes plaifirs, & elle annonce Ie Printems ? A tous les Bergers 
d'alentour. Philomcle meme eſt jalouſe des chanſons tendres de ſa 
Compagne. Un j jour elles appergurent un jeune Berger, qu elles 
n'avoient point encore vi dans ce bois ; il leur parut gracieux, noble, 
aimant les Muſes & harmonie. Elles crurent que c 'ctoit Apollon, 
tel qu'il fut autre fois chez le Roi Admete, ou du moins quelque 
jeune Heros du fang de ce Dieu. Les doux oiſeaux inſpires par les 
Muſes commencerent auſſit6t a a chanter ainſi: 


— en donc ce Berger , on ce Dieu inconnu qui vient orner "notre * 


cage? I eff ſenfit role q nos chanſons : il aime la Potfie : elle adoucira ſon 
ceur, & le rendra auſſi aimable qu'il gſt fer. 


Alors © 


Alors Philemete e continua ſeule: F A 4 

Que ce Jeune He ros croifſe en vertu, comme une e fleur que le Printems 

fait echore + - gif il aime les dbu Jeux db. I efprit . que les Graces foient ” 
es levres : que la a jogeſe de Minerye regne dans {ap 1 cur. „ 


S | "oF i 
La Fauvk TTE lui repondit : Tos | 


2 YI tale Orphee. far tes, charmes. 4. fo 218106 & H . bar fr 


| haute faits. hn Ou il porte dans 2 ur Paudace 4 Achille, | ſans en avoir 
a ferocite 5 qu 10 ſoit len, 2. 1 fait ſage, bienfa ifant, i 7007 pour les 
 hommes, & aint 4 eur a i M we fe afent naltre en lui toutes fer 


* 


% vertus. e BO > 
: Puis les deux. Oiſeaux x infoices ee . 1 
I aime nos daucer chanſans : elles entrent dans fon cæur, | comme b 
| at tombe ſur, nos , gazons briiles par le Soleil. Que les Dieux 2 no- 
derent, & le rendent toujours fartune : qu il tienne en fat main la corne 


4 abondance : que Ia ſageſſe ſe repande de fon cc, caur * tous les e & 


r. les fleurs naifſent ous ſes; pas. 


Pendant qu'elles chantoient, les Zephyrs retinrent 10 haleines ; 
toutes les fleurs du bocage $'epanouirent ; les ruifſeaux formes par 
les trois Fontaines ſuſpendirent leurs cours. Les Satyres & les 


Faunes, pour mieux Ecouter, dreſſoient leurs oreilles aigues. Echo 


rediſoit ces belles paroles à tous les rochers d'alentour; & toutes les 


Dryades ſortirent du ſein des arbres verds, pour admirer celui que 


| Philomele & ſa Compagne venoient de chanter. 
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N DrAcon gardoit un trefor dans une profonde caverne: 

il veilloit jour & nuit pour le conſerver. Deux Rx AR DS, 
grands fourbes & Srands voleurs de leur mötier, #infinuerent 
auprès de lui par leurs flaterles. "Hs" devinrent Nes conſidents. 
Les gens les plus complaifans & les plus empreſſes ne ſont pas les 
plus fürs. Is le traitotent de grand perſonnage, admirorent toutes 
ſes fantaiſies, Etoient toujours de ſon avis, & ſe mocquolent entre 
eux de leur dupe.” Enfin il 1 un jour 'entre-eux. IIs 
'Teranglerent,” & \Semparerent du trefor.. I faltut le partager 
entre eux toit une affaire bien W N car deux ſcelèrats ne 
8 *arcordentt « que pour faire le mal. Lon Tot ux ſe mit à moraliſer: 
A quoi, diſoit-il, nous fervira tout cet argent Un peu de chaſſe 
nous vaudroit mieux: on ne mange point du metal; les piſtoles 
ont de "mativaile? digeſtion.”. Les hommes ſont des foux d aimer 
tant ces fauffes richeffes. Ne ſoyons pas auſſi inſenles quleux. 
JL autre fit ſemblant d'etre teuclié de ces reflexions, & aſſura 
qu il vouloit vivre en Philoſophe comme Bras, portant tout ſon 
bien fur lui. Chacun fit ſemblant de quitter le treſor 3 mais ils ſe 
Yreflttent des embitches, & &entredechirerent. L'un d'eux en 
mourant dit à Vautre, qui toit auffl blefſè que lui: Que voulois- 
tu faire de cet argent? La meme choſe que tu voulois en faire, 
repondit l'autre. Un homme paſſant apprit leur avanture, & les 
trouva bien fous. Vous ne l'ètes pas moins que nous, lui dit un 
des RENAR DS. Vous ne ſauriez, non- plus que nous, vous nourrir 
d'argent, & vous vous tuez pour en avoir. Du moins notre race 
juſqu' ici a été aſſez ſage pour ne mettre en uſage aucune monnoie. 
Ce que vous avez introduit chez vous pour la commodite, fait vo- 
tre malheur. Vous perdez les vrais biens, pour chercher les biens 


imaginaires. 
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JEUX RENAU entrerent * nuit par ſurpriſe dans un poy- 
| Hiller. IIs étranglerent le coq, les poules & les: povlets: 
apres ce carnage, ils apaiſerent leur faim, L'un, qui &toit jeune & 
ardent; vouloit tout dévorer, Tautre, qui Etoit vieux & avare, vou- 
loit garder quelque proviſion pour Vavenir. Le vieux diſoit: Mon 
enfant, l'expèrienee m'a rendu ſage. J'ai vũ bien des choſes depuis 
que je ſuis au monde. Ne thangeons pas tout notre bien en un ſeul 


jour; nous avons fait fortune; e 'eſt un tréſor que nous avons 
trouve ; il faut le meénager. Le jeune rẽpondit: Je veux tout 


manger pendant que Ty ſuis, & me raſſaſier pour huit jours; cat 
Pour ce qui eſt de revenir ici, chanſons; il n'y fera pas bon demain: 
le Mattre, ' pour venger la mort de ſes poules, nous aſſommeroit. 


Apres cette converſation, chacun prend ſon parti. Le jeune mange 


tant qu'il ſe creve, & peut à peine aller mourir dans ſon terriere. 


Le vieux qui ſe croit bien plus ſage de -moderer ſes appetits, & de. 
vivre d Sconomie, va le jendemain retourner à ſa proie, & eſt 
affomme par le maĩtre. Ainſi chaque àge a ſes défauts. Les jeunes 


gens ſont fougueux & inſatiables dans leurs plaiſirs. Los vieux ſont. 
incorrigibles dans leur avarice. 


FABLE. 
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Ex * 0 U P E T LE 'JEUN * M O UT ON. 


ES: Mourons etoient en; ſirets- 4404 leur parc: les chiens 
12 >dormoient ; & le Berger Tombre d'un grand ormeau jouoit 
de la flute avec autres Bergers yoiſinis; Un Lovy affamé vint par 
les fentes de Venceinte reconnoſtre I tat du troupeau. Un jeune 
Mov rox fans ; experience, ;:&;, qui.n ayoit jamais rien yi," entra en 
converſation.) avec lui. Que venez-yous chercher ici? dit: il au 
glouton. Lherbe tendre & fleurie, lui. répondit le Lour. Vous 
ſavez que rien n'eſt plus doux,. que de paitre;dans une verte prairie 
Smaillèe de fleurs, pour apaiſer ſa faim, # d aller Eteindre fa ſoif 
dans un belair ruiſſeau: j ai trouvè ici Fun & autre. Que faut · il 
davantage ? J aime la Fhiloſophie qui enſeigne a a ſe : contenter de Peu. 
It eſt. done vrai, repartit le jeune -Mov Tow, que vous ne mangez 
point Ja chair des animaux, & qu un peu d herbe vous ſuffit? 2 ol 
cela eſt, vivons comme, Freres, & paiſſons enſemble. ; Auſſitöt le 
Mov rom ſort du parc dans; la prairie, | ou le ſombre Philoſope le 
mit en pieces & Lavala. Defiez- vous des; belles paroles des gens 
qui ſe vantent detre vertueux.  Juge? PAL leurs actions, & non par 


leurs diſcours. ial rea 
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Ls CHAT ET ins LA PINS. 


N Caar qui faiſoit le modeſte etoit entre dans une garenne 
pup de Layins. Aufſi-töt toute la Republique allarmee 

ne fongea qu'a s'enfoncer dans ſes trous. Comme le nouveau venu 
ẽtoit au guet ae d'un terrier, les Deputes. de la Nation Laying, 
qui avoient vi ſes terribles griffes, comparurent dans Iendroit le 
plus Etroit de Ventree du terrier, pour lui demander ce qu'il pre- 
tendoit. II proteſta d'une voix douce, qu'il vouloit ſeulement etu- 
dier les mœurs de la Nation: qu'en qualité de Philoſophe, il alloit 
dans tous les pays pour s informer des coiitumes de chaque eſpece 
d'animaux. Les Deputes ſimples & credules retournerent dire a 
leurs freres, que cet étranger, fi venerable par ſon maintien modeſte 
& par ſa majeſtueuſe fourrure, Etoit un Philoſophe, ſobre, definte-_ 
reſſe, pacifique, qui vouloit ſeulement rechercher la ſageſſe de pays 
en pays: qu'il venoit de beaucoup d'autres lieux, ol il avoit vi de 
grandes merveilles ; qu'il y auroit bien du plaiſir a Ventendre, & 
qu'il n'avoit garde de croquer les Laeins, puiſqu'il croyoit en bon 
Bramin la Metempſychoſe, & ne mangeoit d'aucun aliment qui edit 
eu vie. Ce beau diſcours toucha Vafſemblee. En vain un vieux 
Larix ruſe, qui Etoit le Docteur de la troupe, repreſenta combien 
ce grave Philoſophe lui ẽtoit ſuſpect; malgre lui on va ſaluer le 
Bramin, qui étrangla du premier falut ſept ou huit de ces pauvres 
gens. Les autres regagnent leurs trous, bien effrayes & bien hon- 
teux de leur faute. Alors Dom Mitis revint à Ventree du terrier, 
I pro- 
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proteſtant d'un ton plein de cordialite, qu'il n'avoit fait ce meurtre 
que malgre lui, pour ſon preſſant beſoin ; que deſormais il vivroit 
d'autres animaux, & feroit avec eux une alliance cternelle. Auſh- 
tot les Layins entrerent en negociation avec lui, ſans ſe mettre 
neanmoins a la portee de ſes griffes. La nẽgociation dure, on I'amuſe. 
Cependant un Layin des plus agiles fort par les derrieres du terrier, 
& va avertir un Berger voiſin, qui aimoit a prendre dans un lacs de 
ces LAaPINs nourris de genievre. Le Berger, irrite contre ce CHAT 
exterminateur d'un peuple ſi utile, accourt au terrier, avec un arc 
& des fleches; il appercoit le CHaT qui n'etoit attentif qu'à ſa proie; 
il le perce d'une de ſes fleches; & le CHar expirant dit ces der- 
nieres paroles: Quand on a une fois trompe,- on ne peut plus Ctre 
cru de perſonne : on eft ha?, craint, & on Sed enfin attrappẽ * ſes 
* fineſſes. C | 
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NE Souris ennuyte de vivre dans les perils & dans les 
/ allarmes, a cauſe de Mzzzs & de Rodilardus, qui faiſoient grand 
carnage de la Nation SoURIQuolsE, appella fa Commere, qui Etoit 
dans un trou de fon voifinage. Il m'eſt yenu, lui dit-elle, une 
bonne penſée. J'ai lu dans certains livres que je rongeois ces jours 
paſſes, qu'il y a un beau pays nomme les Tadec, ou notre peuple eſt 
mieux traits & plus en furete qu' ici. En ce pays-la les Sages croient 
que Vame d'une SouR1s a été autrefois lame d'un grand Capitaine, 
d'un Roi, d'un merveilleux Fakir, & qu'elle pourra, après la mort 
de la SouR1s, entrer dans le corps de quelque belle Dame, ou de 
quelque grand Pendiar. Si je m'en ſouviens bien, cela $'appelle 
Metempſychoſe. Dans cette opinion, ils traitent tous les animaux 
avec une charits fraternelle; on voit des Hopitaux de Souls, qu'on 
met en penſion, & qu'on nourrit comme de perſonnes importantes. 
Allons, ma Sceur, partons pour un fi beau pays, ou la police eſt fi 
bonne, & ou l'on fait juſtice a notre merite, La Commere lui re- 
pondit : Mais, ma Sceur, n'y a-t-il pas des Chats qui entrent dans 
ces HOpitaux ? Si cela Etoit, ils feroient en peu de tems bien des Me- 
tempſychoſes ; un coup de dent ou de griffe feroit un Roi, ou un 
Fakir; merveille, nous nous paſſerions tres-bien. Ne craignez point 
cela, dit la premiere l'ordre eſt parfait dans ce pays-là: les Chats 
ont leurs maiſons, comme nous les notres, & ils ont auſſi leurs H6- 


pitaux d'Invalides qui ſont à part. Sur cette converſation nos deux 
1-2 SOURIS 
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SouR1s partent enſemble ; elles s embarquent dans un railieay, qui 


alloit faire un voyage de long cours, en le coulant le long des cor- 


dages le ſoir de la veille de rembarquement. On part; elles ſont 


ravies de ſe voir ſur la mer, loin des terres maudites, ou les Chats 
exergoient leur tyrannie. La navigation fut heureule ; elles arrive- 
rent à Surate, non pour amaſſer des richeſſes, comme les Marchands, 
mais pour ſe faire bien traiter par les Indois. A peine furent- elles 
entrees dans une maiſon deſtinte aux SouRIs, qu 'elles y pre- 


tendoient les premieres places. L'une pretendoit ſe ſouvenir d'avoir 
<te autrefois un fameux Bramin ſur la cõte de Malabar; Vautre pro- 


teſtoit qu'elle avoit ẽtꝭ un belle Dame du meme pays avec de longues 


oreilles. Elles firent tant les inſolentes, que les 'SouR1s Indiennes. ne 


purent les ſouffrir. Voilà une guerre civile. On donna ſans quar- 


tier ſur ces deux Franguis, qui vouloient faire la loi aux autres. Au 
lieu d' etre mangees par les Chats, elles furent étranglées par leurs. 
propres Sceurs. On a beau aller loin pour éviter le peril : ſi on n'eſt; 


modeſte & ſenſè, on va chercher ſon malheur bien loin; autant 


yaudroit-1l le trouver chez ſoi. 
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T E-Lion étant mort, tous les Animaux accoururent dans ſon 
antre, pour conſoler la Lionne fa veuve, qui faiſoit retentir 


de ſes cris les montagnes & les foréèts. Apres lui avoir fait leurs 


complimens, ils commencerent Tele&tion d'un Roi; la Couronne 


du defunt Etoit au milieu de Vaſſemblee. Le Lionceau Etoit trop 


jeune & trop foible pour obtenir la Royaute ſur tant de fiers ani- 


maux. Laiſſez moi croitre,. diſoit- il, je ſaurai bien regner & me 


faire craindre 4 mon tour. En. attendant je veux Etudier Thiſtoire 
des belles actions de mon pere, pour egaler un jour ſa gloire. Pour 
moi, dit le Leopard, je pretends Etre couronné; car je reſſemble 
plus au Lion, que tous les autres pretendants ; & moi, dit VOurs, 
je ſoutiens qu'on m'avoit fait une injuſtice, quand on me prefera le 
Lion : je ſuis fort, courageux, carnacier, tout autant que lui ; & 
j'ai un avantage ſingulier, qui eſt de grimper ſur les arbres. Je vous 
laiſſe a juger, Meſſieurs, dit VElephant,, fi quelqu'un peut me 
diſputer la gloire d'etre le plus grand, le plus fort, & le plus grave 
de tous les animaux. Je ſuis le plus noble & le plus beau, dit le 
Cheval. Et moi le plus fin, dit le Renard: & moi le plus leger & 
la courſe, dit le Cerf. Où trouverez vous, dit le Singe, un Roi 
plus agreable & plus ingenicux que mot ? Je divertirai chaque jour 
mes Sujets. Je reſſemble mème a l' homme, qui eſt le veritable Roi 
de toute la nature. Le Perroquet alors harangua ainſi: Puiſque tu 
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te vantes de reſſembler 31 homme, je puis m'en vanter auſſi. Tu ne 
lui reſſembles que par ton laid viſage, & par quelques grimaces ridi- 
cules. Pour mg; je lui reſſemble gar la voix, qui eſt la marque de 
la raiſon, & le plus bel ornement de homme. Tais-toi, maudit 
Cauſeur lui repondit le Singe, tu parle, mais non pas comme 
homme; tu dis toujours la memè choſe, ſans entendre ce que tu 


| 


dis. L'aſſemblee ce mocqua de ces deux mauvais copiſtes de 


rhomme, & on donna la Couronne à Elephant, parcequ'il a la 
force & la ſageſſe, fans avoir ni la cruaute des betes furieuſes, ni la 


ſatte vanits de tant d'autres, qui. waer W Paroitre ce my 
ne. n 1 8 " 
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TN » vieux W 1 malin etant mort, fon ombre deſcendit dans la 
ſombre demeure de Pluton, ou elle demanda 2 a returner parmi 
ks vivans. Pluton vouloit la renvoyer dans le corps d un ane peſant 
& ſtupide, pour lui oter ſa ſoupleſſe, ſa vivacite, & fa malice. Mais 
elle fit tant de tours plaiſans &5 badins,. que inflexible Roi des 
| Enfers ne put s empécher de rire, & lui laiſſa le choix d'une oondi- 
tion: elle demanda & entrer dans de corps d un Perroquet. Au | 
moins, diſoit-elle, je conſerverai par 1a quelque refſemblance avec 
les hommes que j'ai ſi long- tems imites. Etant SWR, je faiſois 
des geſtes comme eux ; & ctant Perroquet, je parlerai avec eux dans 
les plus agreables converſations. A peine Vame du Since fut in- 
troduite dans ce nouveau meétier, qu une vieille femme cauſeuſe Vac- 
cepta. II fit ſes delices ;. elle le mit dans une belle cage. II faiſoit 
bonne chere, & diſcouroit toute la journée avec la vieille radoteuſe, 
qui ne parloit pas plus ſenſement que lui. Il joignoit a ſon nouveau 
talent d'etourdir tout le monde, je ne ſai quoi de ſon ancienne pro- 
feſſion. Il remuoit fa tete ridiculement. Il faiſoit craquer ſon bec; 
31 agitoit ſes alles de cent fagons, & faiſoit de ſes pattes pluſieurs 
tours, qui ſentoient encore les grimaces de Fagotin. La vieille pre- 
noit à toute heure ſes lunettes pour Vadmirer. Elle Etoit bien fache 
d'ètre un peu ſourde, & de perdre quelquefois des paroles de ſon. 
Perroquet, a qui elle trouvoit plus d' eſprit qu'a perſonne. Ce Perro- 
quet gate devint bavard, importun, 8 fou. Il ſe tourmenta fi fort 
dans 
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dans ſa cage, & but tant de vin avec la vieille, qu'il en mourut. Le 
voila revenu devant Pluton, qui voulut cette fois le faire paſſer dans 
le corps d'un poiſſon, pour le render muet. Mais il fit encore une 
farce devant le Roi des Ombres; & les Princes ne reſiſtent gueres 
aux demandes des mauvais plaiſans qui les flatent. Pluton accorda 
donc a celui- ci, qu'il iroit dans le corps d'un homme. Mais comme 
le Dieu cut honte de Venvoyer dans le corps d'un homme ſage & ver- 


. 


tueux, il le deſtina au corps d'un harangueur ennuyeux & i impor- 


tun, qui mentoit, qui ſe vantoit ſans ceſſe, qui faiſoit des geſtes ri- 
dicules, qui ſe mocquoit de tout le monde, qui interrompoit toutes 
les converſations les plus polies & les plus ſolides, pour dire rien, 
ou les ſottiſes les plus groſſieres. Mercure, qui le reconnut dans ce 
nouvel Etat, lui dit en riant: Ho, ho, je te reconnois, tu n'es qu' un 


compole du Sings & du Perroquet, que j'ai vd autrefois. Qui 


r'0teroit tes geſtes & tes paroles appriſes par cœur ſans jugement, 
ne laiſſeroit rien de toi. D'un joli SinNGE & d'un bon Perroquet, 
on n'en fait qu'un ſot homme. O! combien d'hommes dans le 
monde avec des geſtes fagonnés, un Petit caquet,” & '& un air capable, 
n'ont ni ſens ni conduite. : 
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JEUX Lionceaux avoient été nourris enſemble dans la meme 
fort ; ils Etoient de meme Age, de meme taille, de memes 
forces. L'un fut pris dans de grands filets à une chaſſe du Grand 
Mogol; T autre demeura dans des montagnes eſcarpẽes. Celui 
qu'on avoit pris fut mene A la Cour, on il vivoit dans les delices. 
On lui donnoit chaque) jour une gaſelle? à manger: il n ayoit qua dor- 
mir dans une loge, ol on avoit ſoin de le faire coucher mollement. 
Un Eunuque blanc avoit ſoin de peigner deux fois le j jour ſa longue 
criniere doree. Comme il ctoit apprivoiſe, le Roi meme le careſſoit 
ſouvent : il Etoit gras, poli, de bonne mine, & magnifique ; car il 
portoit un collier d'or, & on lui mettoit aux orcilles des pendans gar- 
nis de perles & de diamans. Il mepriſoit tous les autres Lions qui 
Etoient dans les loges voiſines, moins belles que la ſienne, & qui 
n'toient pas en faveur comme lui. Ces proſperites lui enflerent le 
cœur: il crut ètre un grand perſonnage, puiſqu'on le traitoit fi hono- 
rablement. La Cour ou il brilloit, lui donna le goùt de Vambition : 
il s'imaginoit qu'il auroit ete un Heros, sil et habite les forets. Un 
jour comme on ne Tattachoit plus a fa chaine, il s'enfuit du Palais & 
retourna dans le pays ou il avoit été nourri. Alors le Roi de toute la 
nation L1IONNE venoit de mourir, & on avoit aſſemble les Etats pour 

lui choiſir un ſucceſſeur. Parmi beaucoup de pretendants, il y en 
avoit un qui effagoit tous les autres par ſa fierte & par ſon audace: 
C 'toit cet autre LionNCcEAv, qui n'avoit point quitté les deſerts. Pen- 
dant que ſon Compagnon avoit fait fortune a la Cour, le ſolitaire 
avoit ſouvent aiguiſè ſon courage par unecruelle faim: il etoit accoũ- 
tume : a ne ſe nourrir qu'au travers des plus grands perils, & par des 
K carnages. 
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carnages. II dechiroit & troupeaux & Bergers: il toit maigre, he- 
rifſe, hideux: le feu & le ſang ſortoient de ſes yeux. Il Etoit leger, 
nerveux, accofitume: à grimper & A 8'lancer, intrepide contre les 
epieux, & les dards. Les deux anciens Compagnons demanderent 
le combat, pour decider qui regneroit; mais une vieille Lioxne,. 
ſage & experimentee, dont toute la. Republique reſpectoit les con- 
ſeils, fut d'avis de mettre dabord. ſur le frone celui qui avoit ẽtudié 
la politique à la Cour. Bien des gens murmuroient,. diſant qu elle 
vouloit qu on preferit un perſonnage vain & voluꝑtueux, a un guerrier 
qui avoit appris dans la fatigue & dans les perils à ſoutenir les grandes: 
affaires. Cependant Tautorité de la vieille LioxxR prevalut :. on 
mit ſur le tröne le Bio de Cour. D'abord il s amollit dans les 
plaiſirs; il n'aima que le faſte; iluſoit de ſoupleſſe & de ruſe pour 
cacher ſa cruaute- & ſa tyrannie. Bientòt il. fut hai; mepriſe, deteſts.. 
Alors la. vieille LioxxR dit: II eft, tems de le detroner. Je ſavois 
bien qu'il toit indigne d'stre Roi; mais je vouldis que vous en 
euſſiez un gate par la molleſſe & par la politique, gour vous mieux 
faire ſentir enſuite le prix dun autre, qui a merite la Royaute' par fa. 
_ patience & par ſa valeur. C'eſt maintenant qu il faut les faire com- 
battre l'un contre J autre. Auflit6t on les mit dans un champ clos,. 
ou les deux Champions ſervirent de ſpectacle à Vaſſemblee ;. mais le 
ſpectacle ne fut pas long. Le Liox amolli trembloit, & n'oſoit fe: 
preſenter a Vautre : il. fuit honteuſement & ſe cache; 1 autre le pour- 
ſuit, & lui inſulte. Tous s scrièrent: Il faut I'egorger, & le mettre 
en pieces. Non, non, répondit- il, quand on a un ennemi fi lache, 
i] y auroit de la lachets à le craindre. Je veux qu'il vive; il ne mé- 
rite pas de mourir. Je ſaurai bien regner, ſans m ambarraſſer de le 
tenir ſoumis. En effet, le vigoureux Liox regna avec ſageſſe & au- 
torite. L'autre fut tres · con tent de lui faire baſſement ſa cour, d ob- 


tenir de lui quelque morceaux de chair, & de paſſer ſa vie dans une 
oifivets honteuſe, 


FA BLE 


r 
* is 8 
2 


(9 


M #4 4 Wk 


LES ABEILL E 8. g 


JN jeunePrince au retour des Zephirs, lorſque toute la nature ſe 
ranime, ſe promenoit dans un jardin delicieux, II entendit 
un grantl bruit, & appergut une ruche d'Abeilles. Ils approche de 7 
ce ſpectacle, qui Etoit nouveau pour lui; "Af vit avec etonnement 
Tordre, le ſoin & le travail de cette petite Republique.” Les cellules 
commengoient a ſe former, & à prendre une figure reguliere. Une 
partie des Abeilles les rempliſſoĩent de leur doux nectar: les autres 
_ apportoient des fleurs qu'elles avoient choiſies entre toutes les richeſſes 
du Printems. L/'oifivete & la pareſſe Etoit bannie de ce petit Etat ; 
tout y Etoit en mouvement, mais ſans confuſion & ſans trouble. Les 
plus conſidẽrables d' entre les Abeilles conduiſoient les autres, qui 
obéiſſoient ſans murmure, & ſans jalouſie contre celles qui Etoient 
au- deſſus d'elles. Pendant que le jeune Prince admiroit cet objet, 
qu'il ne connoiſſoiĩt pas encore; ; une Abeille, que toutes les autres re- 
connoiſſoient pour leur Reine, s approcha de lui, & lui dit: La vie 
de notre ouvrage & de notre conduite vous rejouit ; mais elle doit 
encore plus vous inſtruire. Nous ne ſouffrons point parmi nous le 
deſodre. ni la licence: on n'eſt conſiderable parmi nous que par ſon 
travail, & par les talens qui peuvent Etre utiles a notre Republique. 
Le mérite eſt la ſeule voie qui cleve aux premieres places. Nous ne 
nous occupons nuit & jour qu'a des choſes dont les hommes retirent 
toute Tutilite. Puiſſiez- vous Etre un jour comme nous; mettre dans 


le genre humain I ordre que vous admirez chez nous 
| K 2 FABLE 
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TN jour une ABEILLE appergut une Moucnz « auprès de fa rache. 

Que viens · tu faire i ici? lui dit-elle, d' un ton furieux. Vrai- 
ment c'eſt bien A toi, vil animal, à te meler avec les Reines de Yair. 
Tu as raiſon, repondit froidement la Movucn :. on a toujours tort 


des approcher d'une nation auffi fougueuſe que laydtre, Rien n'eſt 
| plus ſage que nous, dit VABEILLE : nous ſeules avons des Loix & 
une Republique bien policee : nous ne cueillons que des fleurs odo- 


riferantes ; nous ne faiſons que du miel delicieux, qui ègale le Nectar. 


Ote-toi de ma preſence, | vilaine Movcns importune, qui ne fais 
que bourdonner, & chercher ta vie ſur les ordures. Nous vivons- 


comme nous pouvons, repondit la Moy cue”: la pauvrets n eſt pas 


un-vice ; mais la colere en eſt un grand. Vous faites du miel qui eſt; 


doux; mais votre cœur eſt toujours amer: vous <tes ſages dans vos 
oix ; ;. mais emportces dans votre conduite. Votre colere, qui pique 
vos ennemis, vous donne la mort, & votre folle cruaute vous fait 


plus de mal qu'a perſonne. ll vaut mieux avoir des qualitss moins 
cclatantes, avec pus de moderation. 


FABLE 


Ls ABEILLES zr rs VERS & Sos. 


jour les ABz1LLEs monterent juſques dans I'Olympe aux 
pieds du trone de Jupiter, pour le prier d'avoir égard au 
ſoin qu elles avoient pris de ſon enfance, quand elles le nourrirent de 
leur miel ſur le Mont Ida. Jupiter voulut leur accorder les premiers. 
honneurs entre tous les petits animaux. Minerve, qui prefide aux 
arts, lui repreſenta qu'il y avoit une autre eſpece, qui diſputoit aux 
ABEILLES la gloire des inventions utiles. Jupiter voulut en ſavoir 
le nom. Ce ſont les VERS 2 ſoie, repondit-elle. Auſſi- tõt le Pere 
des Dieux ordonna à Mercure de faire venir ſur les alles des doux 
zephyrs des Deputes de ce petit peuple, afin qu'on pũt entendre les 
raiſons des deux partis. L'ABEILLE Ambaſſadrice de fa nation re- 
preſenta la douceur du miel, qui eſt le nectar des hommes, fon uti- 
lite, Vartifice avec lequel il eſt compoſe : puis elle vanta la ſageſſe 
des loix qui pelicent la République volante des ABEIL LES. Nulle 
autre eſpece d' animaux, diſoit TOrateur,. n'a cette gloire ; & c'eſt 
une recompenſe d'avoir nourri dans un antre le Pere des Dieux. De 
plus nous avons en partage la valeur guerriere, quand notre Roi 
anime nos troupes dans les combats. Comment eft-ce que ces VERS, 
inſectes vils & mepriſables, oſeroient nous diſputer le premier rang? 
Ils ne ſavent que ramper, pendant que nous prenons un noble effor, 
& que de nos alles dorees nous montons juſques vers les aſtres. Le 
harangueur des VERS 4 fore repondit :: Nous ne ſommes que de pe- 
tits vers, & nous n'avons ni ce grand courage pour la guerre, ni ces 
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s'merveilles de la anne, 
& ſe conſume dans un travail utile. Sans loix nous vivons en paix, 
& on ne voit jamais de guerres civiles chez nous, pendant que les 
ABEILLES $ entretuent à chaque changement de Roi. Nous avons 


la vertu de Protèe pour changer de forme. Tantòôt nous ſommes de 
petits vers, compoſes d' onze petits anneaux entrelaſſés avec la va- 


 riete des plus vives couleurs qu on admire dans les fleurs d'un parterre. 


Enſuite nous filons de quoi vetir les hommes les plus magnifiques, 
juſques ſur le tröne, & de quoi orner les temples des Dieux. Cette 


parure fi belle & fi durable vaut bien du miel, qui ſe corrompt bien- 


tat. Enfin nous nous transformons en feve, mais en feve qui ſent, 
qui ſe meut, & qui montre toujours de la vie. Apres ces, prodiges, 
nous devenons tout à coup des papillons avec Teclat des plus riches 
couleurs. C'eſt alors que nous ne cedons plus aux ABEILLES pour 
nous Elever d'un vol hardi juſques vers IOlympe. Jugez maintenant, 
H Pere des Dieux ! Jupiter, embarraſſe pour la deciſion, declara 
enfin que les ABEILLES tiendroient le premier rang, A cauſe des 
droits qu'elles avoient acquis depuis les anciens tems. Quel moyen, 
dit-il, de les degrader ? Je leur ai trop d obligation; mais je crois 
que les hommes doivent encore Plus aux VERS 2 ſcie. 
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ons? 


trouvoit plus bean, je ne dirai pas que le jour, car il le 


IN jeune en of s'ttoit vd dans une fontaine, & qui ſe 


1 


trouvoit fort deſagréable; mais que la nuit, qui avoit de grands 


charmes pour Tui, difoit en Iui meme: J'ai ſacrifis aux Graces : 
Venus a mis ſar mor ſa ceinture dans ma nafſſance; les tendres 
amours accompagnẽs des jeux & des ris voltigent autour de moĩ 


pour me careſſer. It eſt temps que le blond Hymen#e' me donne 


des enfans gracieux comme moi : ils ſeront Vornement des bocages, 


& les delices de la nuit. Quel dommage que la race des plus 


parfaits oiſeaux ſe perdit! Heureuſe l'epouſe qui paſſera ſa vie & 
me voir! Dans cette penſce il envoie 1a Corneille demander de ſa 


part une petite Aiglonne, fille-de I Aigle Roi. des airs. La Cor-- 
neille avoit peine à ſe charger de cette ambaffade: je ſerai mal 
recue, diſoit-elle, de propoſer un mariage ſi mal aſſorti. Quoi, 
Aigle, qui oſe regarder fixement le Soleil, ſe marieroit avec vous 
qui ne ſauriez ſeulement ouvrir les yeux tandis qu il eſt j jour; c'eſt 


le moyen que les deux epoux ne ſoient jamais enſemble : Tun 
fortira le jour, & Yautre la nuit. Le HiBovu vain, & amoureux 


de lui- mème, n'ecouta rien. La Corneille, pour le contenter, alla 


enfin demander VAiglonne. On ſe mocqua de fa folle demande. 


L Aigle lui repondit : Si le Hi BO veut étre mon gendre, qu'il 


vienne apres lever du Soleil me ſaluer au milieu de l'air. Le 
 HisBov . .preſomptueux y voulut aller. Ses yeux furent d abord 


Eblouis. Il fut aveuglé par les rayons du Soleil, & tomba du haut 


de Vair ſur un rocher. Tous les oiſeaux ſe jetterent ſur lui, & lui ar- 
racherent ſes plumes. , Il fut trop heureux de ſe cacher dans fon trou, 
& d'epouſer la Chouette, qui fut une digne Dame du lieu. Leur hy- 


men fut celebre la nuit, & ils ſe trouverent l'un & l'autre très- beaux 


& tres-agreables. Il ne faut rien chercher au- deſſus de fot, ni ſe flatter 


ſur ſes avantages. : 
FABLE 
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TN BenGeR reveur menoit fon troupeau Gay bs rives 1 du 

fleuve Acheloiis, Les Faunes & les Satyres, cachés dans les 
bocches voiſins, danſoient ſur Therbe au doux ſon de fa flite. Les 
Nayades cachees dans les ondes du fleuve leverent leurs tetes au-deſſus 


des roſſeaux, pour ecouter ſes chanſons. Acheloiis lui-meme, appuys | 
ſur fon urne penchee, montra ſon front on il ne reſtoit plus qu'une 


corne depuis ſon combat avec le grand Hercules: & cette melodie 


ſuſpendit pour un peu de tems les peines de ce Dieu vaincu. Le 


Berger, >toit peu touche de voir ces Nayades qui L'admiroient: il ne 
penſoit qu'ala Bergere PuipiLx, ſimple, naive, ſans aucune parure, 
a qui la Fortune ne donna; jamais d'eclat emprunte, & que les Graces 


ſeules avoient ornde & embellie de leurs propres mains. Elle ſortoit 


de ſon Village, ne ſongeant qu'a faire paitre ſes moutons. Elle ſeule 
ignoroit ſa beauté. Toutes les autres Bergeres en Etoient jalouſes. 
Le Berger 1 aimoit, & n'oſoit le lui dire. Ce qu ' aimoit le plus en 
elle, c'ttoit cette vertu ſimple & ſevere qui ecartoit les amans, & qui 
fait le vrai charme de la beauté. Mais la paſſion ingenieuſe fait 
trouver Tart de repreſenter ce qu'on n oſeroit dire ouvertement. II 
. tipit donc toutes ſes chanſons les plus agreables, pour en commencer 
une qui pit toucher le cœur de cette Bergere. Il ſavoit qu'elle ai- 


moit la vertu des Heros qui ont acquis de la gloire dans les combats. 


Il chanta ſous un nom ſuppoſe ſes propres ayantures ; car en ce tems 
les Heros memes etoient Bergers, & ne mepriſoient point la houlette. 
Il chanta donc ainſi: Quand Polynice alla aflieger la Ville de Thebes, 
pour renverſer du trone ſon frere Erſeocles, tous les Rois de la Grece 


parurent ſous les armes, & pouſloient leurs chariots contre les aſſieges. 
Adraſte, 


- 
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Atrafte, beau · pere de Palynice, abattoit les troupes de Soldats & les 
Capitaines, comme un moiſſonneur de fa faulx tranchante coupe les 
moiſſons. 'D'un autre cdte le Devin Ampliarur, qui avoit previ ſon 
malheur, $ avancoit dans la melee, & fut tout à coup englouti par 
la terre, qui ouvrit ſes abimes pour le precipiter dans les ſombres 
rives du Styx. En tombant 1] deploroit ſon infortune d'avoir eu une 


femme infidelle. Aſſez près de · à on voyoit les deux freres, fils d'Oe- 
dipe, qui gattaquoient avec fureur, comme un Leopard & un Tigre 
qui &entredechirent dans les rochers'du' Caucaſe; ils ſe rouloient tous 
deux dans le fable ; chacun paroiſſant altere du ſang de ſon frere, 
Pendant cet horrible ſpeRacle,CLeoBULE qui avoit ſuiviPolynice, com- 
battit contre un vaillant Thebain, que le Dieu Mars rendoit preſque 
invincible. La flèche du 7 hebain, conduite par le Dieu, auroit perce 
le coup de CLEOBULE qui ſe detourna promptement : aufſitdt CL xo- 
BULE lui enfonca ſon dard juſqu au fond des entrailles. Le ſang du T- 
Hain ruiflelle, ſes yeux $'eteignent, ſa bonne mine & ſa fiertè le quit- 
tent, la mort efface ſes beaux traĩts; ſa jeune epouſe du haut d'une tour 
le vit mourant, & eut le cœur perce d'une douleur inconſolable. Dans 
ſon malheur, je le trouve heureux d'avoir été aime & plaint. je 
mourrois comme lui avec plaiſir, pourvũ que je puſſe ètre aime de 
meme. A quoi ſervent la valeur & la gloire des plus fameux com- 
| bats? a quoi ſervent la jeuneſſe & la beauté, quand on ne peut ni 
plaire, 1 ni toucher ce qu'on aime ? La Bergere, qui avoit prete l oreille 
à une fi tendre chanſon, comprit que ce Berger étoit CLEOB ULE, 
vainqueur du Thebain. Elle devint ſenſible ala gloire qu'il avoit ac- 
quiſe, aux graces qui brilloient en lui, & aux maux qu'il ſouffroit pour 
elle. Elle lui donna ſa main & fa foi. Un heureux hymen les; joi- 
gnit bientöt; ; leur bonheur fut envie des Bergers d'alentour, & des 
Divinites champetres. Ils egalerent par leur union, par leur vie in- 
nocente, par leurs plaiſirs ruſtiques, juſques dans une extreme 


vieilleſſe, la douce deſtinée de Philemon & de Baucis, | 
L * FABLE 
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CHROMIS E T MNASYVLE. 


n R O . 
\E böcage a une fraicheur delicieuſe : les arbres en «this grands 
le feuillage epais, les alldes ſombres : on n'y.entend- d'autre 
bruit que celui des Roſſignols qui chantent leurs amours. 


nn. 
II oP a ici des beautes encore plus touchantes. 
| CHROM IS. 


* donc! Venn tu parler de ces ſtatues? Je ne les trouve gueres © 4 


| 1 En voilà une qui a l'air bien groſſier. 
EN. en a d r „„ = 
Elle repreſente une Femme ; mais n'en parlons pas ; car tu connois 
un de nos Bergers qui en a deja dit tout ce que Ton en peut dire. 
CHROM I 8. 9985 


Quoi done ! Eft-ce cette autre qui eſt penchee au defſus. de la 
fontaine ? 


M A As v I E. 
Non, je n'en dale point: le Berger Lycidas Va chants ſuc fa fldte; 
& je n'al garde d'entreprendre de la loner apres lui. 
 CHROMISs. 
Quoi donc Cette ſtatue « qui ee w une jeune femme ? 
MNAS VI E. 
Qui, Elle n'a point cet air ruſtique des deux autres: : „ eſt- ce 


a une plus grande Divinité. C'ett Pomone, ou au moins une Nymphe. 


Elle tient d'une main une corne d'abondance, pleine de tous les doux 
fruits de ! Automne: de [ autre elle porte un vaſe, dooù tombent en 
confuſion des pieces de monnoie, Ainſi elle tient en meme tems les 
fruits de la terre, qui ſont les richeſſes de la ſimple nature, & les 
treſors auxquels Vart des hommes donne un fi haut prix. 


N = —³ 


RECUEIL DE FABLES. 


CH R „ 
Elle a la tete un peu penchee : pourquoi cela? 
. 
Il eſt vrai. Ceſt que toutes les figures faites pour etre poſees en 
des lieux élevés, & pour etre vites den- bas, ſont mieux au point de 
vlle quand elles ſont un peu penchées vers les ſpectateurs. 
C RHRO MIS. 
Mais quelle eſt donc cette ooëffure? Elle eſt inconnue A nos 
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N N A SYLE, 
Elle eſt pourtant tres negligee ; & elle nen eſt pas moins 15 gracieuſe. 
Ce ſont des cheveux bien partages ſur le front, qui pendent un peu 
ſur les cdtes, avec une friſure naturelle, & qui ſe nouent derriere. 
CHROM I S. 
Er cet habit : pourquoi tant de plis ? 
MnaAsyY L k. 

C'eſt un 1 habit qui a le meme air de negligence : il eſt attache par 
une ceinture, afin que la Nymphe puiſſe aller plus commodement 
dans ce bois: ces plis flottans font une drapperie plus agréable que 
des habits Etroits & fagonnés. La main de l' ouvrier ſemble avoir 
amolli le marbre pour faire des plis fi delicats : vous voyez meEme le 
nud ſous cette drapperie. Ainſi vous trouvez tout enſemble, la ten- 
dreſſe de la chair, avec la variete des plis de la drapperic, 

CHROM IS. 

Hol ho! te world bien ſavant! Mais, puiſque tu ſais tout, 8 
Cette corne d abondance, eſt · ce celle du fleuve Achelbiis, arrachee par 
Hercule, ou bien celle de la cheyre Amalthe, nourrice de Jupiter ſur 
le mont Ida? 


Mx ASs v I. k. 
| Cette queſtion eſt encore 3 decider : | cependant Je cours a mon 
— Bon jour. 
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U' et. 8 arrive de funeſte z a Melanthe ? Rien au Achote, | 
$$ au dedans. * Ses affaires vont à ſouhait; tout le monde 


6 r 1 plaire. õç,eb dpnc ? "C'eſt que ſa rate fume. II ſe 


coucha hier les delices du gente humain; ce matin on eſt honteux 
. 10 5 il faut le. cacher, | En e levant, is pl q un | chauſſon lui 


3 3 AF 0. 


un lion. 93555 vapeur mali & Kfsbeke trouble & noircit ſon ima- 
gination, comme l'ancre de ſon *Ecritoire barbouille ſes doigts. 
N'allez pas lui parler des choſes qu'il aimoit le mieux il n'y a qu'un 
moment. Par la raiſon qu'il les a aimees, il ne les ſauroit plus 
ſouffrir. Les parties de divertiſſement qu'il a tant deſirèes lui de- 
viennent ennuyeuſes : : il faut les rompte. II cherche a contredite, 
A ſe plaindre, a piquer les autres. Il &irrite de voir qu Us ne veulent 
point ſe facher. Souvent il porte ſes coups en Pair, comme un tau- 
reau furieux qui de ſes corttes aiguiſtes va ſe battre contre les vents. 


Quand il manque de prẽtexte pour attaquer les autres, il ſe tourne 


contre lui- meme; il ſe blame, il ne ſe trouve bon 4 rien, il ſe de- 
courage, il trouve fort mauvais qu'on veuille le conſoler. II veut 
tre ſeul, & ne peut ſupporter la ſolitude ; il revient A la compagnie, 
& 8 aigrit conti®' elle. 'On ſe tait, ce filence affects le choque. On 
parle tout bas, il s' imagine que c'eſt contre lui. On parle tout 


haut, il trouve qu'on parle trop, & qu'on eſt trop gai pendant e qu il 


eſt triſte. On eſt triſte, cette triſteſſe loi paroit un reproche de ſes 


fautes. On rit, il ſoupgonne qu'on ſe mocque de lui. Que faire? 
Etre auſſi ferme & auſſi patient qu'il eſt inſupportable, & attendre 


en 
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en paix qu'il revienne demain auſſi ſage qu'il toit hier. Cette hu- 
meur strange $'en va comme elle vient. Quand elle le Brad, on 
diroit que c'eſt un reſſort de machine qui ſe demonte tout à coup. 
Il eſt comme on depeint. les poſledes : fa raiſon eſt comme Alenvers, 
. Ceſt la deraiſon elle-meEme en perſonne. Pouſſez- le, vous lui ferez 
| dire en plein jour qu'il eſt nuit; car il ny a plus ni jour ni nuit pour 
une tete .demontee par {on caprice. Quelquefois il ne peut s' em- 
1 pécher d'&tre etonne de ſes exeès & de ſes fougues. Malgré ſon cha- 
grin, il ſourit des paroles, extravagantes qui lui ont  Echappe. Mais 
quel moyen de prevoir ces orages, & de conjurer la tempète? Il n'y 
en a aucun; point de bons almanacs pour prédire ce mauvais tems. 
Gardez- vous bien de dire: Demain nous irons nous diyertir dans un 
tel jardin. L'homme d' aujourdhui ne ſera point celui de demain. 
Celui qui. vous promet maintenant, diſparoftra tantöt; vous ne ſaurez 
plus ou le prendre, pour le faire ſouvenir de ſa parole. En ſa place 
vous trouverez un je ne ſai quoi, qui na ni forme, ni nom; qui nen 
peut avoir, & que vous ne ſauriez définir deux inſtans de ſuite de la 
mème maniere. Etudiez-le bien, puis dites-en tout ce quil vous 
plaira :/;il ne ſera, plus yrai le moment d apres que vous I' aurez dit. 
Ce je ne ſai quoi veut & ne veut pas: il menace, il tremble ; ; il 
mele des hauteurs ridicules avec des baſſeſſes indignes. II pleure, 
il rit, il badine, il eſt furieux. Dans ſa fureur la plus bizarre & la 
plus inſenſee il eſt plaiſant, dloquent, ſubtil, plein de tours nou- 
veaux, quoiqu'il ne lui reſte pas ſeulement une ombre de raiſon, 
Prenez bien garde de ne lui rien dire qui ne ſoit juſte, precis, & 
exactement raiſonnable ; il ſauroit bien en prendre avantage, & vous 
donner adroitement le change. II paſſeroit d'abord de ſon tort au 
votre, & deviendroit raiſonnable pour le ſeul plaiſir de vous con- 
vaincre que vous ne I'etes pas. C'eſt un rien qui Va fait monter 
juſqu'aux nues ; mais ce rien qu'eſt il devenu? Il s'eſt perdu dans 


la melee ; il n' en eſt plus queſtion , ; il ne ſait plus ce qui 4 a fache; 
il 
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quer demain, fans ſe corriger. 
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il fait ſeulement qu'il ſe fiche, & qu'il veut ſe facher, encore meme 
ne le ſait-i] pas toujours. I s imagine ſouvent que tous eeux qui 
lui parlent ſont emportés, & que c'eſt lui qui ſe modere, comme un 


homme qui a la jauniſſe, croit que tous ceux qu'il voit ſont jaunes, 


- quoique le jaune ne ſoit que dans ſes yeux. Mais peut- Etre qu'il 
 Epargnera certaines perſonnes, auxquelles il doit plus qu' aux autres, 
&& qu'il paroit aimer davantage ? Non, fa bizarrerie ne connoit per- 
ſonne: elle ſe prend ſans choix à tout ce qu elle trouve. Le premier 
venu lui eſt bon pour ſe decharger ; tout lui eſt egal, pourvu qu il 
ſe fache. II diroit des injures à tout le monde, Il n'aime plus les 


gens, il nen eſt point aimé; on le perſccute, on le trahit ; il ne 
doit rien 4 qui que ce ſoit. Mais attendez un moment; voici une 
autre ſcene. Il a beſoin de tout le monde; il aime, on l'aime auſſi. 
II flate, & il s' inſinue, il enſorcelle tous ceux qui ne pouyoient plus 
le ſouffrir. Il avoue ſon tort, il rit de ſes bizarreries, il ſe contrefait, 


& vous croiriez de le voir dans ſes exces d'emportement, 'tant 


il ſe contrefait bien. Apres cette Comédie jouse A ſes propres 


depens, vous croyez bien qu'au moins il ne fera plus le demoniaque. 


Helas ! vous vous trompez ; il le fera encore ce ſoir, 1 en moc- 


